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oo 558 0BYF InsBod. GorTre iRl 8308aHT
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BBOHT (Zord Hesb) seeos® §y Bend Schaded.
S0 BHIE® BP0 (FFBogitnongod. SrSHE & raroH
(@ d)Bo BwEHEo I0EBod.



161
B6S BT Fiovo BeHER) @D, BHE Brde
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(Chamberlain) &) ABGODTD. S a0 E008® ok Eo°Cen
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BH efro K00, (Eky D), EFSS 388 HER), D08,
@265;6‘;5"20& 000 DX0Xx0B.

SPIJV JBES, wiirdo, @5536(;260

"Hosanna! Oh, save ! holy God of hosts ! Superabundantly
illuminating with your brightness the happy fires of these kingdoms"
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B8 Lorexgo BYoD, JHET BaHI HBY BehEos® BIHETD.

BHK, Sedoen (Jews) ©8D LoBeed8 3856) TR
$0880DTE. &P $B8od. wsedo aacé;@_o&. 9% Clatabinod BH%
JrdYe VX0gE & Hroed) (The incarnation and passion of the
Christ) Q0% dS8nBoT5?



163
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3% « Kot &) 9% {89 (B>ooa). éa&)%éo
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Divine Comedy
(wiki source)

The Divine Comedy (Italian: Divina Commedia) is an epic poem
written by Dante Alighieri between 1308 and his death in 1321. It is widely
considered the preeminent work of Italian literature, and is seen as one of
the greatest works of world literature. The poem’s imaginative and allegorical
vision of the afterlife is a culmination of the medieval world-view as it had
developed in the Western Church. It helped to establish the Tuscan dialect,
in which it is written, as the standardized Italian language. It is divided into
three parts: Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso.

On the surface, the poem describes Dante’s travels through Hell,
Purgatory, and Heaven; but at a deeper level, it represents allegorically the
soul’s journey towards God. At this deeper level, Dante draws on medieval
Christian theology and philosophy, especially Thomistic philosophy and
the Summa Theologica of Thomas Aquinas. Consequently, the Divine
Comedy has been called “the Summa in verse.”

The work was originally simply titled Comedia and was later
christened Divina by Giovanni Boccaccio. The first printed edition to add
the word divine to the title was that of the Venetian humanist Lodovico
Dolce, published in 1555 by Gabriele Giolito de’ Ferrari.

The Divine Comedy is composed of 14,233 lines that are divided
into three canticas —Inferno (Hell), Purgatorio (Purgatory), and Paradiso
(Paradise)—each consisting of 33 cantos An initial canto serves as an
introduction to the poem and is generally considered to be part of the first
cantica, bringing the total number of cantos to 100. It is generally accepted,
however, that the first two cantos serve as a unitary prologue to the entire
epic, as well as the opening two cantos of each cantica serving as a prologue
to each of the three cantiche. The number three is prominent in the work,
represented here by the length of each cantica. The verse scheme used, terza
rima, is hendecasyllabic (lines of eleven syllables with the lines composing
tercets according to the rhyme scheme aba, beb, cdc, ded, ...

The poem is written in the first person, and tells of Dante’s journey
through the three realms of the dead, lasting from the night before Good
Friday to the Wednesday after Easter in the spring of 1300. The Roman
poet Virgil guides him through Hell and Purgatory; Beatrice, Dante’s ideal
woman, guides him through Heaven. Beatrice was a Florentine woman whom
he had met in childhood and admired from afar in the mode of the then-
fashionable courtly love tradition which is highlighted in Dante’s earlier
work La Vita Nuova.
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The structure of the three realms follows a common numerical
pattern of 9 plus 1 for a total of 10: 9 circles of the Inferno, followed by
Lucifer contained at its bottom; 9 rings of Mount Purgatory, followed by the
Garden of Eden crowning its summit; and the 9 celestial bodies of Paradiso,
followed by the Empyrean containing the very essence of God. Within the 9,
7 correspond to a specific moral scheme, subdividing itself into three
subcategories, while two others of more particularity are added on for a
completion of nine. For example, the seven deadly sins of the Catholic Church
that are cleansed in Purgatory are joined by special realms for the Late
repentant and the excommunicated by the church. The core seven sins within
purgatory correspond to a moral scheme of love perverted, subdivided into
three groups corresponding to excessive love (Lust, Gluttony, Greed),
deficient love (Sloth), and malicious love (Wrath, Envy, Pride).

In central Italy’s political struggle between Guelphs and Ghibellines,
Dante was part of the Guelphs, who in general favored the Papacy over the
Holy Roman Emperor. Florence’s Guelphs split into factions around 1300,
the White Guelphs, and the Black Guelphs. Dante was among the White
Guelphs who were exiled in 1302 by the Lord-Mayor Cante de’ Gabrielli di
Gubbio, after troops under Charles of Valois entered the city, at the request
of Pope Boniface VIII, who supported the Black Guelphs. This exile, which
lasted the rest of Dante’s life, shows its influence in many parts of the Comedy,
from prophecies of Dante’s exile to Dante’s views of politics to the eternal
damnation of some of his opponents!

In Hell and Purgatory, Dante shares in the sin and the penitence
respectively. The last word in each of the three parts of the Divine Comedy
is stelle, “stars.”

INFERNO

The poem begins on the night before Good Friday in the year 1300,
“halfway along our life’s path” (Nel mezzo del cammin di nostra vita). Dante
is thirty-five years old, half of the biblical life expectancy of 70 (Psalms
90:10), lost in a dark wood (understood as sin, assailed by beasts (a lion, a
leopard, and a she-wolf) he cannot evade, and unable to find the “straight
way” (diritta via) — also translatable as “right way” — to salvation (symbolized
by the sun behind the mountain). Conscious that he is ruining himself and
that he is falling into a “deep place” (basso loco) where the sun is silent (‘1
sol tace), Dante is at last rescued by Virgil, and the two of them begin their
journey to the underworld. Each sin’s punishment in Inferno is a contrapasso,
a symbolic instance of poetic justice; for example, fortune-tellers have to
walk with their heads on backwards, unable to see what is ahead, because
that was what they had tried to do in life: - Allegorically, the Inferno represents
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the Christian soul seeing sin for what it really is, and the three beasts represent
three types of sin: the self-indulgent, the violent, and the malicious.These
three types of sin also provide the three main divisions of Dante’s Hell:
Upper Hell, beyond the city of Dis, containing four indulgent sins (Lust,
gluttony, avarice, anger); Circle 7 for the sins of violence, and Circles 8 and
9 for the sins of malice (fraud and treachery). Added onto these are two
unlike categories that are specifically spiritual: Limbo, within Circle 1,
contains the virtuous pagans who were not sinful but were ignorant of Christ;
and Circle 6, containing the heretics who contradicted the doctrine and
confused the spirit of Christ. The circles are put to 9, with the addition of the
Satan completing the structure of 9 + 1 = 10.

PURGATORIO

Having survived the depths of Hell, Dante and Virgil ascend out of
the under gloom, to the Mountain of Purgatory on the far side of the world.
The Mountain is on an island, the only land in the Southern Hemisphere,
created by the displacement of rock which resulted when Satan’s fall created
Hell (which Dante portrays as existing underneath Jerusalem). The mountain
has seven terraces, corresponding to the seven deadly sins or “seven roots
of sinfulness.” The classification of sin here is more psychological than that
of the Inferno, being based on motives, rather than actions. It is also drawn
primarily from Christian theology, rather than from classical sources.
However, Dante’s illustrative examples of sin and virtue draw on classical
sources as well as on the Bible and on contemporary events. The seven deadly
sins correspond to a threefold scheme of improper love: excessive love, or
love of the things that are secondary to divinity (Lust, Gluttony, Greed);
deficient love, or the lacking in a desire to achieve divinity (Sloth), and
malicious love, or love of malignant things that should grieve man and which
are contrary to divinity (Wrath, Envy, Pride). Below the seven purges of the
soul is the Ante-Purgatory, containing the Excommunicated from the church
and the Late repentant who died, often violently, before receiving rites. Thus
the total comes to 9, with the addition of the Garden of Eden at the summit,
equaling 10.

Allegorically, the Purgatorio represents the Christian life. Christian
souls arrive escorted by an angel, singing in exitu Israel de Aegypto. In his
Letter to Cangrande, Dante explains that this reference to Israel leaving Egypt
refers both to the redemption of Christ and to “the conversion of the soul
from the sorrow and misery of sin to the state of grace.” Appropriately,
therefore, it is Easter Sunday when Dante and Virgil arrive.

The Purgatorio is notable for demonstrating the medieval knowledge
of a spherical Earth. During the poem, Dante discusses the different stars
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visible in the southern hemisphere, the altered position of the sun, and the
various time zones of the Earth. At this stage it is, Dante says, sunset at
Jerusalem, midnight on the River Ganges, and sunrise in Purgatory.

PARADISO

After an initial ascension, Beatrice guides Dante through the nine
celestial spheres of Heaven. These are concentric and spherical, as in
Aristotelian and Ptolemaic cosmology. While the structures of the Inferno
and Purgatorio were based on different classifications of sin, the structure of
the Paradiso is based on the four cardinal virtues and the three theological
virtues.

The first seven spheres of Heaven deal solely with the cardinal
virtues of Prudence, Fortitude, Justice and Temperance. The first three
describe a deficiency of one of the cardinal virtues — the Moon, containing
the inconstant whose vows to God waned as the moon thus lack fortitude;
Mercury, containing the ambitious who were virtuous for glory and thus
lacked justice; and Venus, containing the lovers, whose love was directed
toward another than God and thus lacked Temperance. The final four
incidentally are positive examples of the cardinal virtues, all led on by the
Sun, containing the prudent, whose wisdom lighted the way for the other
virtues, to which the others are bound (constituting a category on its own).
Mars contains the men of fortitude who died in the cause of Christianity;
Jupiter contains the kings of Justice; and Saturn contains the temperant, the
monks who abided to the contemplative lifestyle. The seven subdivided into
three are raised further by two more categories: the eighth sphere of the
fixed stars that contain those who achieved the theological virtues of faith,
hope and love, and represent the Church Triumphant — the total perfection
of man, cleansed of all the sins and carrying all the virtues of heaven; and the
ninth circle, or Primum Mobile (corresponding to Medieval astronomy of
Geocentricism) which contains the angels, creatures never poisoned by
original sin. Topping them all is the Empyrean that contains the essence of
God, completing the 9 fold division to 10.

Dante meets and converses with several great saints of the Church,
including Thomas Aquinas, Bonaventure, Saint Peter, and St. John. The
Paradiso is consequently more theological in nature than the Inferno and the
Purgatorio. However, Dante admits the vision of heaven he receives is the
one that his human eyes permit him to see, and the vision of heaven found in
the Cantos is Dante’s own personal one.

The Divine Comedy finishes with Dante seeing the Triune God. In
a flash of understanding, which he cannot express, Dante finally understands
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the mystery of Christ’s divinity and humanity, and his soul becomes aligned
with God’s love:

Thematic concerns

The Divine Comedy can be described simply as an allegory: Each
canto, and the episodes therein, can contain many alternative meanings.
Dante’s allegory, however, is more complex, and, in explaining how to read
the poem — see the Letter to Cangrande — he outlines other levels of meaning
besides the allegory: the historical, the moral, the literal, and the anagogical.
The structure of the poem, likewise, is quite complex, with mathematical
and numerological patterns arching throughout the work, particularly threes
and nines, which are related to the Trinity. The poem is often lauded for
its particularly human qualities: Dante’s skillful delineation of the characters
he encounters in Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise; his bitter denunciations of
Florentine and Italian politics; and his powerful poetic imagination. Dante’s
use of real characters, according to Dorothy Sayers in her introduction to
her translation of the Inferno, allows Dante the freedom of not having to
involve the reader in description, and allows him to “[make] room in his
poem for the discussion of a great many subjects of the utmost importance,
thus widening its range and increasing its variety.”

Dante called the poem “Comedy” (the adjective “Divine” was added
later in the 14th century) because poems in the ancient world were classified
as High (“Tragedy”) or Low (“Comedy”) Low poems had happy endings
and were written in everyday language, whereas High poems treated more
serious matters and were written in an elevated style. Dante was one of the
first in the Middle Ages to write of a serious subject, the Redemption of
Man, in the low and “vulgar” Italian language and not the Latin one might
expect for such a serious topic. Boccaccio’s account that an early version of
the poem was begun by Dante in Latin is still controversial.

Dante’s personal involvement

In his allegorical description of sin (in the Inferno) and virtue (in
the Purgatorio and Paradiso), Dante draws on real characters from ancient
Greek and Roman myths and history, and from his own times. However, his
own actions often also illustrate the concepts he is discussing. For example,
Dante shares the fleshly sins of the damned at several points in the upper
circles of Hell. At the first circle where the virtuous pagans who pursued
honor above all else are punished by eternally knowing they have fallen
short for their lack of faith, Dante shares with them their love of honor, as
evidenced by the word “honor” being used repeatedly in the Canto. Similarly,
at the third circle where Ciacco and other gluttons are punished for their
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appetites, Dante’s appetite for political information about his fellow
Florentines appears equally gluttonous: Conversely, in the Purgatorio, after
leaving the terrace of the proud, Dante has learned from the example set by
Omberto and suppresses his own pride, declining to speak of his achievements

Scientific themes

Albert Ritter sketched the Comedy’s geography from Dante’s
Cantos: Hell’s entrance is near Florence with the circles descending to Earth’s
centre; sketch 5 reflects Canto 34’s inversion as Dante passes down, and
thereby up to Mount Purgatory’s shores in the southern hemisphere, where
he passes to the first sphere of Heaven at the top.

Although the Divine Comedy is primarily a religious poem,
discussing sin, virtue, and theology, Dante also discusses several elements
of the science of his day (this mixture of science with poetry has received
both praise and blame over the centuries). The Purgatorio repeatedly refers
to the implications of a spherical Earth, such as the different stars visible in
the southern hemisphere, the altered position of the sun, and the various
time zones of the Earth. For example, at sunset in Purgatory it is midnight at
the Ebro (ariver in Spain), dawn in Jerusalem, and noon on the River Ganges

Dante travels through the centre of the Earth in the Inferno, and
comments on the resulting change in the direction of gravity in Canto XXXIV
(lines 76—120). A little earlier (XXXIII, 102—-105), he queries the existence
of wind in the frozen inner circle of hell, since it has no temperature
differentials. Inevitably, given its setting, the Paradiso discusses astronomy
extensively, but in the Ptolemaic sense. The Paradiso also discusses the
importance of the experimental method in science, with a detailed example
in lines 94-105 of Canto II: A briefer example occurs in Canto XV of the
Purgatorio (lines 16-21), where Dante points out that both theory and
experiment confirm that the angle of incidence is equal to the angle of
reflection. Other references to science include descriptions of clockwork in
Canto XXIV (lines 13-18), and Thales’ theorem about triangles in Canto
XIII (lines 101-102).

Galileo Galilei is known to have lectured on the Inferno, and it has
been suggested that the poem may have influenced some of Galileo’s own
ideas regarding mechanics.

Literary influence in the English-speaking world and beyond-

The work was not always so well regarded. After being recognized
as a masterpiece in the centuries immediately following its publication, the
work was largely ignored during the Enlightenment, with some notable
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exceptions such as Vittorio Alfieri; Antoine de Rivarol, who translated the
Inferno into French; and Giambattista Vico, who in the Scienza nuova and in
the Giudizio su Dante inaugurated what would later become the romantic
reappraisal of Dante, juxtaposing him to Homer. The Comedy was
“rediscovered” by William Blake — who illustrated several passages of the
epic — and the romantic writers of the 19th century. Later authors such as T.
S. Eliot, Ezra Pound, Samuel Beckett, C. S. Lewis and James Joyce have
drawn on it for inspiration. The poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was its
first American translator, and modern poets, including Seamus Heaney, Robert
Pinsky, John Ciardi, W. S. Merwin, and Stanley Lombardo, have also
produced translations of all or parts of the book. In Russia, beyond Pushkin’s
memorable translation of a few tercets, Osip Mandelstam’s late poetry has
been said to bear the mark of a “tormented meditation” on the Comedy. In
1934 Mandelstam gave a modern reading of the poem in his labyrinthine
“Conversation on Dante” Mikhail Lozinsky’s translation of the poem,
completed in 1945, is considered to be one of the greatest works of Russian
poetry in the 20th century and arguably the best translation of any foreign-
language poem into Russian ever.

Dante Alighieri

Durante degli Alighieri, mononymously referred to as Dante
(’deenti//; Italian: [‘dante]; c1265-1321), was an Italian poet, prose writer,
literary theorist, moral philosopher, and political thinker. He is best known
for the monumental epic poem Commedia, later named La divina commedia
(Divine Comedy), considered the greatest literary work composed in the
Italian language and a masterpiece of world literature. In Italy he is known
as il Sommo Poeta (‘‘the Supreme Poet”) or just il Poeta. Dante, Petrarch,
and Boccaccio are also known as “the three fountains” or “the three crowns”.
Dante is also called the “Father of the Italian language”.

Dante was born in Florence, Italy. The exact date of Dante’s birth
is unknown, although it is generally believed to be around 1265. This can be
deduced from autobiographic allusions in La Divina Commedia, “the Inferno”
(Halfway through the journey we are living, implying that Dante was around
35 years old, as the average lifespan according to the Bible (Psalms 89:10,
Vulgate) is 70 years; and as the imaginary travel took place in 1300, Dante
must have been born around 1265). Some verses of the Paradiso section of
the Divine Comedy also provide a possible clue that he was born under the
sign of Gemini: “As I revolved with the eternal twins, I saw revealed from
hills to river outlets, the threshing-floor that makes us so ferocious” (XXII
151-154). In 1265 the Sun was in Gemini approximately during the period
of May 11 to June 11.
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Dante claimed that his family descended from the ancient Romans
(Inferno, XV, 76), but the earliest relative he could mention by name was
Cacciaguida degli Elisei (Paradiso, XV, 135), of no earlier than about 1100.
Dante’s father, Alaghiero™ or Alighiero di Bellincione, was a White Guelph
who suffered no reprisals after the Ghibellines won the Battle of Montaperti
in the middle of the 13th century. This suggests that Alighiero or his family
enjoyed some protective prestige and status, although some suggest that the
politically inactive Alighiero was of such low standing that he was not
considered worth exiling.

Dante’s family had loyalties to the Guelphs, a political alliance that
supported the Papacy and which was involved in complex opposition to the
Ghibellines, who were backed by the Holy Roman Emperor. The poet’s
mother was Bella, likely a member of the Abati family. She died when Dante
was not yet ten years old, and Alighiero soon married again, to Lapa di
Chiarissimo Cialuffi. It is uncertain whether he really married her, as widowers
had social limitations in these matters, but this woman definitely bore two
children, Dante’s half-brother Francesco and half-sister Tana (Gaetana). When
Dante was 12, he was promised in marriage to Gemma di Manetto Donati,
daughter of Manetto Donati, member of the powerful Donati family.
Contracting marriages at this early age was quite common and involved a
formal ceremony, including contracts signed before a notary. Dante had by
this time fallen in love with another, Beatrice Portinari (known also as Bice),
whom he first met when he was nine years old. Years after his marriage to
Gemma, he claims to have met Beatrice again; although he wrote several
sonnets to Beatrice, he never mentioned his wife Gemma in any of his poems.
The exact date of his marriage is not known: the only certain information is
that, before his exile in 1301, Dante already had three children (Pietro, Jacopo
and Antonia).

Dante fought with the Guelph cavalry at the Battle of Campaldino
(June 11, 1289). This victory brought about a reformation of the Florentine
constitution. To take any part in public life, one had to be enrolled in one of
the city’s many commercial or artisan guilds, so Dante entered the guild of
physicians and apothecaries. In the following years, his name is occasionally
found recorded as speaking or voting in the various councils of the republic.
A substantial portion of minutes from such meetings from 1298-1300 were
lost during World War II, however; consequently the true extent of Dante’s
participation in the city’s councils is uncertain.Dante had several children
with Gemma. Several people subsequently claimed to be Dante’s offspring;
however, it is likely that Jacopo, Pietro, Giovanni and Antonia were truly his
children. Antonia later became a nun with the name of Sister Beatrice.
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Education and poetry

Not much is known about Dante’s education, and it is presumed he
studied at home or in a chapter school attached to a church or monastery in
Florence. It is known that he studied Tuscan poetry, at a time when the Sicilian
School (Scuola poetica Siciliana), a cultural group from Sicily, was becoming
known in Tuscany. His interests brought him to discover the Provengal poetry
of the troubadours and the Latin writers of classical antiquity, including
Cicero, Ovid, and especially Virgil.

Dante says that he first met Beatrice Portinari, daughter of Folco
Portinari, at age nine, and he claims to have fallen in love “at first sight”,
apparently without even speaking to her. He saw her frequently after age 18,
often exchanging greetings in the street, but he never knew her well; in effect,
he set an example of so-called courtly love, a phenomenon developed in
French and Provencal poetry of the preceding centuries. Dante’s experience
of such love was typical, but his expression of it was unique. It was in the
name of this love that Dante gave his imprint to the Dolce Stil Novo (Sweet
New Style, a term which Dante himself coined), and he would join other
contemporary poets and writers in exploring the themes of Love (Amore),
which had never been so emphasized before. Love for Beatrice (as in a
different manner Petrarch would show for his Laura) would be his reason
for poetry and for living, together with political passions. In many of his
poems, she is depicted as semi-divine, watching over him constantly and
providing spiritual instruction, sometimes harshly. When Beatrice died in
1290, Dante sought refuge in Latin literature. The Convivio reveals that he
had read Boethius’s De consolatione philosophiae and Cicero’s De Amicitia.
He then dedicated himself to philosophical studies at religious schools like
the Dominican one in Santa Maria Novella. He took part in the disputes that
the two principal mendicant orders (Franciscan and Dominican) publicly or
indirectly held in Florence, the former explaining the doctrine of the mystics
and of Saint Bonaventure, the latter presenting Saint Thomas Aquinas’
theories.

At 18, Dante met Guido Cavalcanti, Lapo Gianni, Cino da Pistoia
and soon after Brunetto Latini; together they became the leaders of the Dolce
Stil Novo. Brunetto later received a special mention in the Divine Comedy
(Inferno, XV, 28), for what he had taught Dante. Nor speaking less on that
account, I go With Ser Brunetto, and I ask who are His most known and
most eminent companions. Some fifty poetical components by Dante are
known (the so-called Rime, rhymes), others being included in the later Vita
Nuova and Convivio. Other studies are reported, or deduced from Vita Nuova
or the Comedy, regarding painting and music.
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Florence and politics

Dante, like most Florentines of his day, was embroiled in the Guelph-
Ghibelline conflict. He fought in the Battle of Campaldino (June 11, 1289),
with the Florentine Guelphs against Arezzo Ghibellines; then in 1294 he
was among the escorts of Charles Martel of Anjou (grandson of Charles I of
Naples, more commonly called Charles of Anjou) while he was in Florence.
To further his political career, he became a pharmacist. He did not intend to
practice as one, but a law issued in 1295 required that nobles who wanted
public office had to be enrolled in one of the Corporazioni delle Arti e dei
Mestieri, so Dante obtained admission to the apothecaries’ guild. This
profession was not inappropriate, since at that time books were sold from
apothecaries’ shops. As a politician, he accomplished little, but he held various
offices over a number of years in a city undergoing political unrest.

After defeating the Ghibellines, the Guelphs divided into two
factions: the White Guelphs (Guelfi Bianchi) — Dante’s party, led by Vieri
dei Cerchi — and the Black Guelphs (Guelfi Neri), led by Corso Donati.
Although initially the split was along family lines, ideological differences
arose based on opposing views of the papal role in Florentine affairs, with
the Blacks supporting the Pope and the Whites wanting more freedom from
Rome. Initially the Whites were in power, and they expelled the Blacks. In
response, Pope Boniface VIII planned a military occupation of Florence. In
1301, Charles of Valois, brother of King Philip IV of France, was expected
to visit Florence because the Pope had appointed him peacemaker for
Tuscany. But the city’s government had treated the Pope’s ambassadors badly
a few weeks before, seeking independence from papal influence. It was
believed that Charles of Valois had received other unofficial instructions, so
the council sent a delegation to Rome to ascertain the Pope’s intentions.
Dante was one of the delegates.

Exile and death

Pope Boniface quickly dismissed the other delegates and asked
Dante alone to remain in Rome. At the same time (November 1, 1301), Charles
of Valois entered Florence with the Black Guelphs, who in the next six days
destroyed much of the city and killed many of their enemies. A new Black
Guelph government was installed and Cante de’ Gabrielli da Gubbio was
appointed podesta of the city. Dante was condemned to exile for two years
and ordered to pay a large fine. The poet was still in Rome where the Pope
had “suggested” he stay; Dante was therefore considered an absconder. He
did not pay the fine in part because he believed he was not guilty and in part
because all his assets in Florence had been seized by the Black Guelphs. He
was condemned to perpetual exile, and if he returned to Florence without
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paying the fine, he could be burned at the stake. (The city council of Florence
finally passed a motion rescinding Dante’s sentence in June 2008.

He took part in several attempts by the White Guelphs to regain
power, but these failed due to treachery. Dante, bitter at the treatment he
received from his enemies, also grew disgusted with the infighting and
ineffectiveness of his erstwhile allies and vowed to become a party of one.
Dante went to Verona as a guest of Bartolomeo I della Scala, then moved to
Sarzana in Liguria. Later, he is supposed to have lived in Lucca with a lady
called Gentucca, who made his stay comfortable (and was later gratefully
mentioned in Purgatorio, XXIV, 37). Some speculative sources claim he
visited Paris between 1308 and 1310 and others, even less trustworthy, take
him to Oxford: these claims, first occurring in Boccaccio’s book on Dante
several decades after his death, seem inspired by readers being impressed
with the poet’s wide learning and erudition. Evidently Dante’s command of
philosophy and his literary interests deepened in exile, when he was no longer
busy with the day-to-day business of Florentine domestic politics, and this is
evidenced in his prose writings in this period, but there is no real indication
that he ever left Italy. Dante’s Immensa Dei dilectione testante to Henry VII
of Luxembourg confirms his residence “beneath the springs of Arno, near
Tuscany” in March 1311. In 1310, the Holy Roman Emperor Henry VII of
Luxembourg marched 5,000 troops into Italy. Dante saw in him a new
Charlemagne who would restore the office of the Holy Roman Emperor to
its former glory and also re-take Florence from the Black Guelphs. He wrote
to Henry and several Italian princes, demanding that they destroy the Black
Guelphs. Mixing religion and private concerns, he invoked the worst anger
of God against his city and suggested several particular targets that were
also his personal enemies. It was during this time that he wrote De Monarchia,
proposing a universal monarchy under Henry VII.

At some point during his exile, he conceived of the Comedy, but
the date is uncertain. The work is much more assured and on a larger scale
than anything he had produced in Florence; it is likely that he would have
undertaken such a work only after he realized that his political ambitions,
which had been central to him up to his banishment, had been halted for
some time, possibly forever. It is also noticeable that Beatrice has returned
to his imagination with renewed force and with a wider meaning than in the
Vita Nuova; in Convivio (written ¢.1304-07) he had declared that the memory
of this youthful romance belonged to the past. One of the earliest outside
indications that the poem was under way is a notice by the law professor
Francesco da Barberino, tucked into his I Documenti d’ Amore (Lessons of
Love) and written probably in 1314 or early 1315: speaking of Virgil, da
Barberino notes in appreciative words that Dante followed the Roman classic
in a poem called the Comedy, and that the setting of this poem (or part of it)
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was the underworld, that is, Hell. The brief note gives no incontestable
indication that he himself had seen or read even Inferno, or that this part had
been published at the time, but it indicates that composition was well under
way and that the sketching of the poem may likely have begun some years
before. We know that Inferno had been published by 1317; this is established
by quoted lines interspersed in the margins of contemporary dated records
from Bologna, but there is no certainty whether the three parts of the poem
were published each part in full or a few cantos at a time. Paradiso seems to
have been published posthumously.

In Florence, Baldo d’Aguglione pardoned most of the White
Guelphs in exile and allowed them to return; however, Dante had gone too
far in his violent letters to Arrigo (Henry VII), and the sentence on him was
not recalled.

In 1312, Henry assaulted Florence and defeated the Black Guelphs,
but there is no evidence that Dante was involved. Some say he refused to
participate in the assault on his city by a foreigner; others suggest that he had
become unpopular with the White Guelphs, too, and that any trace of his
passage had carefully been removed. In 1313, Henry VII died (from fever),
and with him any hope for Dante to see Florence again. He returned to Verona,
where Cangrande I della Scala allowed him to live in a certain security and,
presumably, in a fair amount of prosperity. Cangrande was admitted to Dante’s
Paradise (Paradiso, XVII, 76).

In 1315, Florence was forced by Uguccione della Faggiuola (the
military officer controlling the town) to grant an amnesty to people in exile,
including Dante. But Florence required that, as well as paying a steep sum of
money, these exiles would do public penance. Dante refused, preferring to
remain in exile. When Uguccione defeated Florence, Dante’s death sentence
was commuted to house arrest, on condition that he go to Florence to swear
that he would never enter the town again. Dante refused to go. His death
sentence was confirmed and extended to his sons. Dante still hoped late in
life that he might be invited back to Florence on honorable terms. For Dante,
exile was nearly a form of death, stripping him of much of his identity and
his heritage. He addresses the pain of exile in Paradiso, X VII (5§5-60), where
Cacciaguida, his great-great-grandfather, warns him what to expect.

Prince Guido Novello da Polenta invited him to Ravenna in 1318,
and he accepted. He finished the Paradiso, and died in 1321 (at the age of
56) while returning to Ravenna from a diplomatic mission to Venice, possibly
of malaria contracted there. Dante was buried in Ravenna at the Church of
San Pier Maggiore (later called San Francesco). Bernardo Bembo, praetor
of Venice built a tomb in 1483.
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In 2007, a reconstruction of Dante’s face was completed in a

collaborative project. Artists from Pisa University and engineers at the

University of Bologna at Forli completed the revealing model, which

indicated that Dante’s features were somewhat different from what was once
thought.

The Hindu concept of Hell- Naraka L.oka

Early Vedic religion doesn’t have a concept of Hell. ?g-veda
mentions three realms, bhiir (the earth), svar (the sky) and bhuvas or antarik?a
(the middle area, i.e. air or atmosphere)). In later Hindu literature, especially
the law books and Puranas, more realms are mentioned, including a realm
similar to Hell, called naraka (in Devanagari: ???). Yama as first born human
(together with his twin sister Yamf) in virtue of precedence becomes ruler of
men and a judge on their departure. Originally he resides in Heaven, but
later, especially medieval traditions, mention his court in naraka.

In the law-books (sm?tis and dharma-sitras, like the Manu-sm?ti)
naraka is a place of punishment for sins. It is a lower spiritual plane (called
naraka-loka) where the spirit is judged, or partial fruits of karma affected in
a next life. In Mahabharata there is a mention of the Pandavas and the
Kauravas both going to Heaven.At first Yudhisthir goes to heaven where he
sees Duryodhana enjoying in heaven,Indra tells him Duryodhana is in heaven
as he did his Kshatriya duties,then he shows Yudhisthir hell where it appears
his brothers are but later its revealed it was a test for Yudhisthir and his
brothers and Kauravas both are in heaven and both live happily in divine
abode of gods.Hells are also described in various Puranas and other scriptures.
Garuda Purana gives a detailed account of Hell, its features and enlists amount
of punishment for most of the crimes like a modern day penal code.

It is believed that people who commit sins go to Hell and have to
go through punishments in accordance with the sins they committed. The
god Yamaraja, who is also the god of death, presides over Hell. Detailed
accounts of all the sins committed by an individual are kept by Chitragupta,
who is the record keeper in Yama’s court. Chitragupta reads out the sins
committed and Yama orders appropriate punishments to be given to
individuals. These punishments include dipping in boiling oil, burning in
fire, torture using various weapons, etc. in various Hells. Individuals who
finish their quota of the punishments are reborn in accordance with their
balance of karma. All created beings are imperfect and thus have at least one
sin to their record; but if one has generally led a pious life, one ascends to
svarga, a temporary realm of enjoinment similar to Paradise, after a brief
period of expiation in Hell and before the next reincarnation according to
the law of karma..
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The description of Hell in Bhagavatham

Thus explained Suka sage to King Parikshit. Whoever does cruel deeds and
sins he shall enter hell, where Yama decides the punishment.

Tamisra (Dark) ; Andha tamisra (Blind darkness)

Rourava (fearful), Maha rourava (most fearful)

Kumbhipaka where sinner’s souls are baked in a potter’s kiln.
Kalasuthra of Iron spikes; Asipathravana of sword points;
Karmukha of hog faced demons;

Andhakoopa of Unused wells;

Krimi bhojana of insect food;

Samdamsa of large pincers;

Tapthaurmi of burning hatters;

Vajrakantaka Salmali of wooden splinters;

Vaitharini, the infernal river; Pooyoda, of pus and discharges;
Pranarodha of stopping life; Visasa of slaughtering;
Lalabhakshana of Saliva and spittles;

Sarameyadana of dogs;

Aveechayaram of airless place;

Rethaha pana of semen and discharges.

These twenty one are worst hells.

Corrosive or caustic baths (Ksharakardamam)

Ashes and wax food (Rakshogana Bhojanam)
Impaling (Soola protha)

Serpent bites ( Danda sooka )

Forcing to stay in pits (Avata mirodhana)

Nonstop gyration (Aparya Avarthana)

Point of needles (Soochimukha)

These are seven types of Hells altogether twenty eight.
Tamisra, for stealing others property and spouses
Andha tamisra, for making love to his neighbour’s wife
Rourava, for traitors and treacherous people

Maha rourava, for Animal slayers

Kumbhipaka, for ill-treating animals

Kalasutra, for illtreating parents and learned men
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Asipatravana, for irreligious pashandas
Sookaramukha, for

Andhakoopa hell, for killing lesser animals
Krimibhojana, for not sharing his riches with others.
Samdamsa for thieves and robbers

Taptha Urmi for unchaste people

Salmali for bestiality proned ones

Vaitharini for Pashandas and religious destroyers
Pooyoda for learned men with lust

Visasana, Lalabhakshana for misconduct
Sarameyadena for hunters and bandits
Rethahapane for who forces their spouses to do that
Aveechayaram for compulsive liers and graft takers
Kshara Kardamam for insulting learned men
Rakshogana Bhojanam for killing animals
Soolaprotha for impaling animals

Dandasooka for illtreating animals

Avata mirodhana for imprisoning birds

Aparya Avarthana for ill-treating guests
Soochimukha for not giving alms.

The servants of Yama

Execute these punishments

As per the past deeds of the persons

Judged by the great enforcer, Samavarthi

Who ever understands this grand design,

The knowledge of macro and micro forms of

Srimannarayana and His brilliance
Shall attain salvation and emancipation.

The description of Hell in the Old Testament-

Hades has similarities to the Old Testament term, Sheol as “the
place of the dead”. Thus, it is used in reference to both the righteous and the
wicked, since both wind up there eventually

Gehenna refers to the “Valley of Hinnon”, which was a garbage
dump outside of Jerusalem. It was a place where people burned their garbage
and thus there was always a fire burning there. Bodies of those deemed to
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have died in sin without hope of salvation (such as people who committed
suicide) were thrown there to be destroyed. Gehenna is used in the New
Testament as a metaphor for the final place of punishment for the wicked
after the resurrection.

Tartaro (the verb “throw to Tartarus”) occurs only once in the New
Testament in II Peter 2:4, where it is parallel to the use of the noun formin 1
Enoch as the place of incarceration of 200 fallen angels. It mentions nothing
about human souls being sent there in the afterlife

In many religious traditions, hell is a place of suffering and
punishment in the afterlife. Religions with a linear divine history often depict
hells as endless. Religions with a cyclic history often depict a hell as an
intermediary period between incarnations. Typically these traditions locate
hell under the Earth’s external surface and often include entrances to Hell
from the land of the living.

Other afterlife destinations include Heaven, Purgatory, Paradise,
and Limbo. The modern English word Hell is derived from Old English hel,
helle (about 725 AD to refer to a nether world of the dead) reaching into the
Anglo-Saxon pagan period, and ultimately from Proto-Germanic *halja,
meaning “one who covers up or hides something”.

The word has cognates in related Germanic languages such as Old
Frisian helle, hille, Old Saxon hellja, Middle Dutch helle (modern Dutch
hel), Old High German helle (Modern German Holle), Danish, Norwegian
and Swedish “helvede”/helvete (hel + Old Norse vitti, “punishment” whence
the Icelandic viti “hell”), and Gothic halja.

sk
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