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„Ñ¨™êÎ=#
Ricardo Eliecer Neftali Reyes Basoalto (AÖ̌· 12, 1904 -

ÃãÃÑìO|~ü 23, 1973) - zb Õ̂â◊Ñ¨Ù ~åÜ«∞ÉÏi, ~å[H©Ü«∞ <åÜ«∞‰õΩ_»∞.
K≥H˘™⁄¡"ÕH˜Ü«∂ Hõq Jan Neruda ¿Ñ~°∞#∞ `«# ¿Ñ~°∞ Pablo Neruda QÍ
<åºÜ«∞Ñ̈~°OQÍ =∂~°∞Û‰õΩ<åfl_»∞. 1971Ö’ <ÀÉ̌Öò |Ç̈ï=∞u JO Œ̂∞‰õΩ<åfl_»∞
áêÉÁ¡ <≥~°∞_®.

Ñ¨^Õà◊¡ =Ü«∞ã¨∞Ö’ Hõq`«fiO „"åã≤# <≥~°∞_®, ã¨„iÜ«∞e[O, K«i„`«
ã̈OÑ¶̈∞@#Å∞, ~å[H©Ü«∞ „Ñ̈}ÏoHõÅ∞, rq «̀ K«i„ «̀, L Õ̂fiQÆÉèíi «̀"≥∞ÿ# „¿Ñ=∞
Hõq «̀Å∞ „"åã≤<å_»∞. P‰õΩÑ¨K«Û\˜ ã≤~å`À «̀# ~°K«#Å∞ KÕã≤# '<≥~°∞_®— -
HÀiHõ‰õΩ, Pâ◊‰õΩ zÇ̈ÏflOQÍ ^•xx ÉèÏqOz<å_»∞.

H˘ÅOaÜ«∞<£ #=ÖÏ ~°K«~Ú «̀ Gabriel Garcia Marquez <≥~°∞_®#∞
'The greatest poet of the 20th Century in any language' QÍ
Jaè=i‚Oz<å_»∞. Harold Blood '<≥~°∞_®—#∞ The western canon Ö’
q=iOz# 26 ~°K«~Ú «̀ÅÖ’ XHõ_çQÍ ¿Ñ~˘¯<åfl_»∞.

ÅHõ∆=∞Ok „Ñ̈[Å=ÚO Œ̂∞ AÖ̌· 15, 1945 <å_»∞ Hõ=¸ºx+̈µì qÑ̈¡=
<åÜ«∞‰õΩ_»∞ Luis Carlos Prestes ‰õΩ Q“~°= x"åà◊√ÅiÊã¨∂Î Pacaembu

¿ãì_çÜ«∞OÖ’, Sao Paulo, Brazil Hõq «̀fi Ñ̈~î°#O KÕã≤<å_»∞. Hõ=¸ºxã̈∞ì „Ñ̈Éèí∞ «̀fi
HÍÅOÖ’ J<ÕHõ=∂~°∞¡ ~åÜ«∞ÉÏiQÍ Ñ̈xKÕã≤# '<≥~°∞_®— „ÃÑã≤_≥O\ò Ganalez

Videla Ñ̈iáêÅ#Ö’ x~°ƒO è̂•xH̃ QÆ∞Ô~· ̀ «Ñ≤ÊOK«∞‰õΩx JÔ~̊O\<̃å KÕ~°∞‰õΩ<åfl_»∞.
Salvador Allende Ñ̈iáêÅ# HÍÅOÖ’ ã̈ÅÇ̈^•~°∞_çQÍ L<åfl, zb JO «̀~°∞º Œ̂ú
HÍÅOÖ’ August Pinochet P[̋Å`À F _®Hõì~°∞ WO[Hõ∆<£ WzÛ# P~°∞#fl~°
QÆO@Å `«~°∞"å`« 23 ÃãÃÑìO|~°∞ 1973 <å_»∞ `«# ã¨fiQÆ$Ç¨ÏOÖ’ Hõ#∞fl
=¸ã≤<å_»∞.

"ÕÖÏk=∞Ok zeÜ«∞#∞¡ „Ñ̈Éèí∞ «̀fi x~°ƒO è̂•efl Hõ~°∂Êùº P[̋Å#∞ kèHȭ iOz
J «̀_ç JO «̀º„H˜Ü«∞ÅÖ’ áêÖÁæ<åfl~°∞.

JO «̀\ ̃=∞Ç̈Hõq ~°zOz# Ü«∂Éèˇ· Hõq «̀Å`À "≥Å∞=_»∞ «̀∞#fl D Ñ̈Ùã̈ÎHÍxfl

≥̀Å∞QÆ∞ áê~î°HõÖ’HõO ã¨=∂ Œ̂iã¨∞ÎO Œ̂x qâ◊fiã≤ã¨∂Î...

- _®Hõì~ü ÅOHÍ t=~å=∞„Ñ¨™ê £̂
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áêÉÁ¡ <≥~°∞_®
(Pablo Neruda 1904-1973)

zb ^Õâ◊OÖ’x Ñ¨„~åÖòÖ’ [x‡Oz# áêÉÁ¡ <≥~°∞_®

âßO\˜Ü«∂QÀÖ’ K«̂ Œ∞=Ù‰õΩ<åfl_»∞. 1927 #∞Oz 1945 =~°‰õΩ

~°OQÆ∂<£Ö’x zeÜ«∞<£ Hõ#ûÖòÖ’ Ñ¨xKÕã≤<å_»∞. «̀~°∞"å «̀ *Ï"å,

ÉÏiûÖ’<åÖ’ L^ÀºQÆO KÕã¨∂Î Ô~O_»= „Ñ¨Ñ¨OK« Ü«Ú Œ̂úO «̀~°∞"å «̀

Hõ=¸ºx+¨µì áêsìÖ’ KÕi<å_»∞. 1970-73 =∞ è̂ŒºHÍÅOÖ’ zb

~åÜ«∞ÉÏiQÍ áêiãπÖ’ L<åfl_»∞. JÖ¡̌O_ç „Ñ¨Éèí∞ «̀fiO Ñ῭ «#"≥∞ÿ#

H˘kÌHÍÖÏxˆH Hõ#∞fl =¸ã≤<å_»∞.
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Pablo Neruda

Ricardo Eliécer Neftalí Reyes Basoalto (12

July 1904 – 23 September 1973), better known

by his pen name and, later, legal name Pablo

Neruda, was a Chilean poet-diplomat and

politician. Neruda became known as a poet

when he was 13 years old, and wrote in a variety

of styles, including surrealist poems, historical

epics, overtly political manifestos, a prose

autobiography, and passionate love poems such as the ones in his

collection Twenty Love Poems and a Song of Despair (1924). He won

the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1971.

Neruda occupied many diplomatic positions in various

countries during his lifetime and served a term as a Senator for the

Chilean Communist Party. When President Gabriel González Videla

outlawed communism in Chile in 1948, a warrant was issued for

Neruda’s arrest. Friends hid him for months in the basement of a

house in the port city of Valparaíso; Neruda escaped through a

mountain pass near Maihue Lake into Argentina. Years later, Neruda

was a close advisor to Chile’s socialist President Salvador Allende.

When Neruda returned to Chile after his Nobel Prize acceptance

speech, Allende invited him to read at the Estadio Nacional before

70,000 people.

Neruda was hospitalised with cancer at the time of the coup

d’état led by Augusto Pinochet that overthrew Allende’s government,

but returned home after a few days when he suspected a doctor of

injecting him with an unknown substance for the purpose of

murdering him on Pinochet’s orders. Neruda died in his house in

Isla Negra on 23 September 1973, just hours after leaving the hospital.

Although it was long reported that he died of heart failure, the Interior

Ministry of the Chilean government issued a statement in 2015

acknowledging a Ministry document indicating the government’s

official position that “it was clearly possible and highly likely” that

Neruda was killed as a result of “the intervention of third parties”.

Pinochet, backed by elements of the armed forces, denied permission

for Neruda’s funeral to be made a public event, but thousands of

grieving Chileans disobeyed the curfew and crowded the streets.
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Pablo Neruda and India

In 1927, Neruda became the Chilean Counsel in Rangoon

and spent next five years in the eastern countries that infused in him

a concern for repressive colonialism in Indian Sub-continent;

obviously as an ardent revolutionary, he stood with the Indian

Freedom Movement and participated in A.I.C.C meeting in Kolkata

{1928}. His next visit almost took twenty two years later, when he

arrived in India in 1950, the condition was entirely changed since it

was now an independent nation. (Atul Kumar Thakur).

His initiatives for peace-non-alignment was a fascinating

interference for him besides he had great vision for close India-U.S.S.R

ties for balancing the power equation in world politics. He often called

a “Soldier of Peace” for his die-hard commitments for peace and

ends of ideological monopoly-knowing his temptation, famous

French Scientist Juliat Coori induced him for visiting India and

meeting with Nehru for tracing the ground of peace movement during

the high intensity of cold war. Scientist C.V. Raman, Vijaya Lakshami

Pandit and received assurance for world peace movement. Further,

he came to Delhi-had meeting with different groups-like of Writers,

Philosophers, and Artists etc-that was the only solace for him in that

visit. But his euphoria suddenly disappeared when he was called on

dinner by the Ambassador of Chile, Juan Marin- he informed him

about the apprehensive concern of Indian government regarding his

activities. Despite such bad and scratchy experience during last visit

to India, Neruda surprisingly voted for Nehru as a member of panel

in “Lenin Peace Prize” only five years later…indeed he succeeded

as a great visionary and well wisher of Indian causes by broadly

ignoring the stodgy treatment of last visit. Nehru’s treatments for

Neruda were emerged from the internal feud between Indian state

and Communist movement! (Atul Kumar Thakur)

Pablo Neruda- the greatest poet.

Neruda is often considered the national poet of Chile, and

his works have been popular and influential worldwide. The

Colombian novelist Gabriel García Márquez once called him “the

greatest poet of the 20th century in any language”, and Harold Bloom

included Neruda as one of the 26 writers central to the Western

tradition in his book The Western Canon.
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Carnal Apple, Woman Filled,

Burning Moon,’

Carnal apple, Woman filled, burning moon,

dark smell of seaweed, crush of mud and light,

what secret knowledge is clasped between your pillars?

What primal night does Man touch with his senses?

Ay, Love is a journey through waters and stars,

through suffocating air, sharp tempests of grain:

Love is a war of lightning,

and two bodies ruined by a single sweetness.

Kiss by kiss I cover your tiny infinity,

your margins, your rivers, your diminutive villages,

and a genital fire, transformed by delight,

slips through the narrow channels of blood

to precipitate a nocturnal carnation,

to be, and be nothing but light in the dark.

✧✧✧✧✧
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1. UÑ≤Öò, ¢ã‘Î, [fieã¨∞Î#fl K«O„̂ Œ∞_»∞

UÑ≤Öò ≥̂·Ç≤ÏHõ"åOKè«, xO_≥·# ¢ã‘Î, [fieã¨∞Î#fl K«O„ Œ̂∞_»∞,

ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù <åK«∞ QÍ_è» Ñ¨i=∞à◊O, |∞~°̂ Œ, HÍOu PHõ~°¬}.

h ãÎ̈OÉèÏÅ =∞ è̂Œº QÆ\ì̃QÍ Ñ¨@∞ìHÀ|_ç# ~°Ç¨Ïã¨º *Ï˝#"Õ∞q∞\˜?

«̀# WO„kÜ«∂Å`À =∞x+≤ ã¨Ê $tOz# Õ̂ =ÚYº~å„u?

UÜü∞! [ÖÏÅ∞, #Hõ∆„`åÅ =∞ è̂Œº „Ñ¨Ü«∂}"Õ∞ „¿Ñ=∞,

TÑ≤~å_»x QÍe, ̂~}∞=ÙÅ Ñ¨̂ Œ∞<≥·# «̀∞á¶ê#∞Å∞†

"≥∞~°∞Ñ¨Ù Ü«Ú Œ̂ú"Õ∞ „¿Ñ=∞!

XHõ uÜ«∞º Œ̂#O KÕuÖ’ Ô~O_»∞ Õ̂Ç¨Å∞ è̂ŒfiOã¨O HÍ=_»O.

=Ú Œ̂∞Ì «̀~åfi «̀ =Ú Œ̂∞Ì̀ À h JÅÊ J#O`åxfl HõÑ≤Ê"Õ™êÎ#∞,

h JOK«∞Å∞, h # Œ̂∞Å∞, h J «̀ºÅÊ „QÍ=∂Å∞,

[#<åOQÆÑ¨Ù Jyfl*ÏfiÅ, P#O Œ̂O`À ~°∂Ñ¨Ù=∂i,

ã¨#flx ~°HõÎ<åàÏÅ HÍÅ∞=Å QÆ∞O_® *ÏiáÈ=_»O

xâßÑ¨Ù+¨Ê =~°¬áê «̀O,

LO_ô, ÖË#@∞¡O_Õ, pHõ\˜Ö’ "≥Å∞QÆ∞ H˜~°}O.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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In The Wave-Strike Over

Unquiet Stones’

In the wave-strike over unquiet stones

the brightness bursts and bears the rose

and the ring of water contracts to a cluster

to one drop of azure brine that falls.

O magnolia radiance breaking in spume,

magnetic voyager whose death flowers

and returns, eternal, to being and nothingness:

shattered brine, dazzling leap of the ocean.

Merged, you and I, my love, seal the silence

while the sea destroys its continual forms,

collapses its turrets of wildness and whiteness,

because in the weft of those unseen garments

of headlong water, and perpetual sand,

we bear the sole, relentless tenderness.

✧✧✧✧✧
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2. xâ◊≈|Ì ~°Ç≤Ï`« tÅÅÃÑ· `«~°OQÆ `å_»#O!

xâ◊≈|Ì~°Ç≤Ï «̀ tÅÅÃÑ· «̀~°OQÍÅ ^•_ç,

„Ñ¨HÍâ◊ q™ÈÊù@#O #∞Oz qHõã≤Oz# QÆ∞ÖÏa,

h\˜ =ÅÜ«∞O ã¨OHÀzOz QÆ∞OÑ¨ÙQÍ =∂i,

XHȭ  aO Œ̂∞=ÙQÍ JA~ü he LÑ¨ChÔ~· *ÏiÑ¨_»∞ÎOk.

F =∂Q˘fleÜ«∂! h "≥Å∞QÆ∞ ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù #∞~°QÆ HÍQÍ,

Ö’Ç¨ÏÑ¨Ù PHõ~°¬} Ü«∂„u‰õΩ_ç =∞$ «̀∞º=Ù Ñ¨Ù+≤ÊOz,

=∞~°Å uiy =ã¨∞ÎOk, âßâ◊fi «̀OQÍ, rqQÍ, â◊¥#º «̀QÍ.

K≥ÖÏ¡K≥̂ Œ∞Ô~·# LÑ¨Chà◊√¡, ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù "≥∞~°∞Ñ¨ÙQÆO «̀∞Å∞

qb#"≥∞ÿ, h=Ó <Õ#∞, <å „¿Ñ=∞, xâ◊≈ÉÏÌxfl =¸ã≤"Õã¨∞ÎOk.

DÖ’QÍ ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂O è̂ŒfiOã¨O KÕã¨∞ÎOk ^•x x~°O «̀~° ~°∂áêefl.

^•x qâ◊$OYÅ Ñ¶≤~°Oy ~°O„ è̂•Å#∞ =¸ã≤"Õã¨∞ÎOk, ≥̀Å¡̂ Œ#O`À ã¨Ç¨.

ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë HõxÑ≤OK«x «̀ÅÖ’ «̀∞ h~°∞

âßâ◊fi «̀"≥∞ÿ# Wã¨∞Hõ =¢™êÎÅ J_»¤áÈQÆ∞ÅÖ’

=∞#O Éèíi™êÎ=Ú XHõ XO@i q„âßOuÖËx ã¨∞xfl «̀̀ åfixfl.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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March Days Return With Their

Covert Light

March days return with their covert light,

and huge fish swim through the sky,

vague earthly vapours progress in secret,

things slip to silence one by one.

Through fortuity, at this crisis of errant skies,

you reunite the lives of the sea to that of fire,

grey lurchings of the ship of winter

to the form that love carved in the guitar.

O love, O rose soaked by mermaids and spume,

dancing flame that climbs the invisible stairway,

to waken the blood in insomnia’s labyrinth,

so that the waves can complete themselves in the sky,

the sea forget its cargoes and rages,

and the world fall into darkness’s nets.

✧✧✧✧✧
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3. =∂iÛ k<åÅ∞ uiy =™êÎ~Ú,
"å\˜ J=ºHõÎ HÍOu`À...

=∂iÛ k<åÅ∞ =∞~°e=™êÎ~Ú "å\˜ J=ºHõÎ HÍOu`À,

ÃÑ Œ̂ÌÃÑ Œ̂Ì KÕÑ¨Å∞ xOyÖ’ D Œ̂∞`å~Ú.

Jã¨Ê+ì̈"≥∞ÿ# <ÕÅ Pq~°∞¡ ~°Ç¨Ïã¨ºOQÍ =ÚO Œ̂∞‰õΩáÈ`å~Ú.

XHõ̂ •x «̀~°∞"å «̀ XHõ\˜ q+¨Ü«∂Å∞ xâ◊≈|ÌOÖ’H˜ *Ï~°∞‰õΩO\Ï~Ú.

U^À Œ̂∞~°…@# ^•fi~å, «̀Ñ¨C KÕã≤# PHÍâßÅ ã¨OH¡̃+ì̈ «̀~°∞}O = Œ̂Ì

h=Ù Ñ¨Ù#ifib#O KÕ™êÎ=Ù ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù rq`åefl, Jyfl rq`åÅ`À.

j`åHÍÅÑ¨Ù F_» h_» Tyã¨ÖÏ@Å∞,

y\Ï~üÖ’ K≥H˜̄ # „¿Ñ=∞~°∂áêxH˜

F „¿Ñ=∂! [ÅHõ#ºÅ∞, ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù #∞~°QÆ «̀_çÑ≤# QÆ∞ÖÏa Ñ¨Ù+¨Ê=∂!

JQÆ∞Ñ¨_»x "≥∞@∞¡ Z‰õΩ¯ «̀∞#fl #iÎOKÕ *ÏfiÖÏ~°∂Ñ¨=∂!

x„ Œ̂ÖËx <ÕÅ=∂oQÆÖ’¡x ~°HÍÎxfl "Õ∞Å∞H˘Å∞Ñ¨Ù «̀∞<åfl"å?

JÖÏ «̀~°OQÍÅ∞ xOyÔHyã≤ «̀=∞#∞ Ñ¨iÑ¨Ó~°‚O KÕã¨∞‰õΩO\Ï~Ú.

ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂O «̀# F_» ã¨~°‰õΩefl =∞~°záÈ~Ú Ô~zÛáÈ «̀∞Ok,

„Ñ¨Ñ¨OK«O pHõ\˜ =ÅÖ’ Ñ¨_çáÈ «̀∞Ok.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Perhaps Not To Be Is To Be

Without Your Being

Perhaps not to be is to be without your being,

without your going, that cuts noon light

like a blue flower, without your passing

later through fog and stones,

without the torch you lift in your hand

that others may not see as golden,

that perhaps no one believed blossomed

the glowing origin of the rose,

without, in the end, your being, your coming

suddenly, inspiringly, to know my life,

blaze of the rose-tree, wheat of the breeze:

and it follows that I am, because you are:

it follows from ‘you are’, that I am, and we:

and, because of love, you will, I will,

We will, come to be.

✧✧✧✧✧
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4. |Ç¨ïâß ÖËHõáÈ=_»=∞<Õk,
hÖ’ h=Ù ÖËHõáÈ=_»O

|Ç¨ïâß, ÖËHõáÈ=_»=∞<Õk, hÖ’ h=Ù ÖËHõáÈ=_»O.

h=Ù ÖË‰õΩO_® "≥à◊¡_»O, Jk =∞ è̂•ºÇ¨ÏflÑ¨Ù ZO_»#∞

HõuÎiã¨∞ÎOk heÑ¨Ù+¨ÊOÖÏ, h=Ù "≥à◊¡HõáÈ=_»O, J@∞QÍ

á⁄QÆ=∞OK«∞, ~åà◊¡QÆ∞O_®, P «̀~°∞"å «̀,

ÃÑ·ÔHuÎ# h KÕuÖ’ HÍQÆ_® ÖË‰õΩO_®,

Jk |OQÍ~°=∞x W «̀~°∞Å∞ J#∞HÀHõáÈ=_»O,

|Ç¨ïâß, Z=~°∂ J#∞HÀHõáÈ=_»O Jk Ñ¨Ù+≤ÊOzO Œ̂x,

QÆ∞ÖÏa áê Œ̂∞Ö’x "≥∞~°∞Ñ¨Ù HÍOu,

ÖË‰õΩO_®, z=~°‰õΩ, h=<Õk, h=Ù HÍ=_»=∞<Õk,

JHõ™ê‡ «̀∞ÎQÍ, L Õ̀ÎlOÑ¨|_ç, <å rq`åxfl ≥̀Å∞ã¨∞‰õΩx,

QÆ∞ÖÏa K≥@∞ì [fiÅ#O, Ñ≤Å¡QÍe QÀ è̂Œ∞=∞~°∂Ñ¨O,

Jk x#∞fl J#∞ã¨iã¨∞ÎOk, h=Ù<åfl=Ù #∞Oz <Õ#∞<åfl#∞,

JHȭ _» #∞Oz =∞# =~°‰õΩ† „¿Ñ=∞ =Å#. h=Ù, <Õ#∞

=∞#=∞O Œ̂~°O, ~å=eûO Õ̂!

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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A Dog Has Died

My dog has died.

I buried him in the garden

next to a rusted old machine.

Some day I’ll join him right there,

but now he’s gone with his shaggy coat,

his bad manners and his cold nose,

and I, the materialist, who never believed

in any promised heaven in the sky

for any human being,

I believe in a heaven I’ll never enter.

Yes, I believe in a heaven for all dogdom

where my dog waits for my arrival

waving his fan-like tail in friendship.

Ai, I’ll not speak of sadness here on earth,

of having lost a companion

who was never servile.

His friendship for me, like that of a porcupine

withholding its authority,

was the friendship of a star, aloof,

with no more intimacy than was called for,

with no exaggerations:

he never climbed all over my clothes

filling me full of his hair or his mange,

he never rubbed up against my knee

like other dogs obsessed with sex.
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5. XHõ ‰õΩHȭ  K«zÛáÈ~ÚOk!

<å ‰õΩHȭ  K«zÛáÈ~ÚOk.
^•xx áêuÃÑ\Ïì#∞ `À@Ö’.
«̀∞Ñ¨CÑ¨\ì̃# áê «̀ "≥∞+≤<£ Ñ¨Hȭ #.

U^À XHõ~ÀA#, <Õ#∂ JHȭ _» J «̀_çx KÕ~°∞‰õΩO\Ï#∞.

J~Ú Õ̀ J «̀_»∞ "≥o¡áÈÜ«∂_çÑ¨C_»∞ «̀# ÉÁK«∞ÛHÀ@∞`À ã¨Ç¨,
J «̀_ç áê_»∞ JÅ"å@∞¡, K«Å¡\˜ =Ú‰õΩ¯,
<Õ#∞, Éè∫uHõ"åkx, ZÑ¨C_»∂ #=∞‡ÖË̂ Œ∞,
"åQÍÌ#O KÕÜ«∞|_ç# ã¨fi~°O PHÍâ◊OÖ’ LO Œ̂x†
U =∞x+≤ÔH·<å ã¨̂~!

<Õ<≥Ñ¨Ê\˜H© "≥à◊¡ÖËx ã¨fi~åæxfl #=Ú‡`å#∞ <Õ#∞.
J=Ù#∞, <Õ#∞ #=Ú‡`å#∞ â◊√#Hõ*ÏuHÀ ã¨fi~°æ=ÚO Œ̂x,
JHȭ _» <å‰õΩHȭ  <å HÀã¨O Z Œ̂∞~°∞ K«∂ã¨∞ÎO@∞O Œ̂x,
¿ãflÇ¨ÏOQÍ, qã¨#Hõ„~° ÖÏO\˜ `ÀHõ#∞ TÑ¨Ù «̀∞O Œ̂x.

UÜü∞, D Éèí∂q∞ÃÑ· Œ̂∞óYO QÆ∞iOz =∂\Ï¡_»É’#∞.
F ã¨Ç¨ÏK«~°∞_çx HÀÖ’ÊÜ«∂#∞
ZÑ¨C_»∂ qâßfiã¨ áê„ «̀OQÍ LO_»x"å_çx,
<å`À J «̀_ç ¿ãflÇ¨ÏO, F =Úà◊¡Ñ¨Ok
«̀# JkèHÍ~åxfl xeÑ≤"ÕÜ«∞_»O.

XO@i #Hõ∆„ «̀Ñ¨Ù ¿ãflÇ¨ÏO,
J=ã¨~°O Hõ<åfl Z‰õΩ¯= ™êxflÇ≤Ï`åºxfl K«∂Ñ≤OK«HõáÈ=_»O,
Z@∞=O\˜ Juâ◊Ü≥∂‰õΩÎÅ∞ ÖË‰õΩO_®,
J «̀_≥Ñ¨C_»∂ <å |@ìÅ g∞ Œ̂ÔHHȭ ÖË̂ Œ∞
"å\˜ xO_® "≥O„_»∞HõÅ∞, QÆl˚ xOÑ¨ÖË̂ Œ∞.

<å "≥∂HÍà◊¡‰õΩ J «̀_ç "˘à◊√¡ ~°∞ Œ̂∞ÌHÀÖË̂ Œ∞

â◊$OQÍ~°Ñ¨Ù Ñ≤K≥ÛH˜̄ # z «̀ÎHÍÔ~Î ‰õΩHȭ ÖÏ¡!

✤ ✤
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No, my dog used to gaze at me,

paying me the attention I need,

the attention required

to make a vain person like me understand

that, being a dog, he was wasting time,

but, with those eyes so much purer than mine,

he’d keep on gazing at me

with a look that reserved for me alone

all his sweet and shaggy life,

always near me, never troubling me,

and asking nothing.

Ai, how many times have I envied his tail

as we walked together on the shores of the sea

in the lonely winter of Isla Negra

where the wintering birds filled the sky

and my hairy dog was jumping about

full of the voltage of the sea’s movement:

my wandering dog, sniffing away

with his golden tail held high,

face to face with the ocean’s spray.

Joyful, joyful, joyful,

as only dogs know how to be happy

with only the autonomy

of their shameless spirit.

There are no good-byes for my dog who has died,

and we don’t now and never did lie to each other.

So now he’s gone and I buried him,

and that’s all there is to it.

Translated, from the Spanish by Alfred Yankauer
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ÖË̂ Œ∞, ÖË̂ Œ∞, <å ‰õΩHȭ  <å"ÕÑ¨Ù «̀̂ ÕHõOQÍ K«∂¿ãk.
<åHÍ¯"åeû# è̂•º<åxfl <åH˜KÕÛk.
ã¨iÑ¨_ç#O «̀ è̂•º<åxfl
<åÖÏO\˜ =º~°∞ú_çH˜ ‰õÄ_® J~°ú=∞ÜÕ∞º@∞¡
J~Ú Õ̀, J «̀_»∞ ‰õΩHȭ  Hõ̂ •, J «̀_»∞ HÍÖÏxfl =$ è̂• KÕ¿ã"å_»∞,
HÍx, J «̀_ç Hõà◊√¡ <å Hõà◊¡Hõ<åfl ã¨fiK«ÛùOQÍ LO_Õq.
<å"Õ¿Ñ «̀̂ ÕHõOQÍ K«∂ã¨∂Î LO_Õq
<åHÀã¨"Õ∞ „Ñ῭ ÕºH˜OK«|_ç# K«∂Ñ¨Ù Jk.
J «̀_ç uÜ«∞ºx, ÉÁK«∞Û‰õΩHȭ  rq «̀O,
ZÑ¨C_»∂ <å Œ̂QÆæ̂~, <åˆH ã¨=∞™êº ÖË‰õΩO_®,
JO Õ̀HÍ Œ̂∞, #<≥flÑ¨C_»∂ Ug∞ J<Õ"å_»∞ HÍ Œ̂∞.

UÜü∞! Zxfl™ê~°∞¡ Jã¨∂Ü«∞Ñ¨_®¤#∞ J «̀_ç `ÀHõ#∞ K«∂ã≤,
ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂ f~å# J «̀_ç̀ À Hõeã≤ #_»∞ã¨∂Î,
<≥„QÍ nfiÑ¨Ñ¨Ù XO@i j`åHÍÖÏÖ’¡
K«eHÍÅÑ¨Ù Ñ¨‰õ∆ΩÅ∞ PHÍâßxfl xO_® JÅ∞=Ú‰õΩ#flÑ¨Ù_»∞
<å ÉÁK«∞Û‰õΩHȭ  ≥̀QÆ ÔQO «̀∞ «̀∂,
ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù Hõ̂ ŒeHõÖÏ¡O\˜ JO «̀∞ÖËx L`åûÇ¨ÏO`À
<å ã¨OK«iOKÕ ‰õΩHȭ , =Ú‰õΩ¯`À <ÕÅ#∞ "åã¨# K«∂ã¨∂Î
«̀# |OQÆ~°∞ ‰õΩK«∞Û`ÀHõ#∞ ÃÑ·ÔHuÎ,

ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù «̀∞OÑ¨~°¡ =ÚMÏxH˜ «̀# =ÚMÏxfl Z Œ̂∞~°∞KÕã¨∂Î-

P#O^ŒOQÍ, P#O^ŒOQÍ, P#O^ŒOQÍ!
‰õΩHȭ ÅˆH ≥̀Å∞ã¨∞ Ç¨~ÚQÍ LO_»_»=∞O>Ë ZÖÏQÀ!
Å*Ï˚~°Ç≤Ï «̀"≥∞ÿ# P «̀‡Å
ã¨fiÜ«∞O „Ñ¨uÑ¨uÎ̀ À,

K«xáÈ~Ú# <å ‰õΩHȭ ‰õΩ g_À¯Å∞ K≥áêÊeû# Ñ¨xÖË̂ Œ∞.
"Õ∞"≥∞#fl_»∂ XHõiH˘Hõ~°∞ J|^•ÌÅ∞ K≥Ñ¨CHÀÖË̂ Œ∞.
WÑ¨C_»∞ J «̀_»∞ "≥o¡áÈÜ«∂_»∞, <Õ# «̀_çx áêuÃÑ\Ïì#∞.
JO Õ̀, JHȭ _»∞#flk J «̀_ç QÆ∞iOz.

✧✧✧✧✧
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A Lemon

Out of lemon flowers

loosed

on the moonlight, love’s

lashed and insatiable

essences,

sodden with fragrance,

the lemon tree’s yellow

emerges,

the lemons

move down

from the tree’s planetarium

Delicate merchandise!

The harbors are big with itbazaars

for the light and the

barbarous gold.

We open

the halves

of a miracle,

and a clotting of acids

brims

into the starry

divisions:

creation’s

original juices,

irreducible, changeless,

alive:

so the freshness lives on

in a lemon,

in the sweet-smelling house of the rind,

the proportions, arcane and acerb.
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6. XHõ x=∞‡Ñ¨O_»∞

x=∞‡Ñ¨ÓÅ =∞ è̂Œº #∞O_ç
"≥<≥flÅÖ’
q_ç=_ç
„¿Ñ=∞`À `å_çOK«|_ç#
«̀$Ñ≤Î<˘O Œ̂x r=~°ã¨=ÚÅ∞,

Ñ¨i=∞àÏÅ`À «̀_çz
x=∞‡K≥@∞ì Ñ¨ã¨∞Ñ¨Ù Ñ¨K«Û#
"≥eH˜ =ã¨∞ÎOk.
=$Hõ∆ „Ñ¨Ñ¨OK«O #∞Oz
x=∞‡Ñ¨O_»∞¡
kQÆ∞=‰õΩ ky=™êÎ~Ú.

HÀ=∞Å"≥∞ÿ# =ã¨∞Î ã¨OK«Ü«∞O.
ˆ~=Ù Ñ¨@ì}ÏÅ |*Ï~°¡ xO_® W"Õ!
Õ̀eÔH· "≥Å∞QÆ∞xKÕÛq,

J<åQÆiHõ ã¨fi~å‚xfl ≥̀KÕÛq.

=∞#O ≥̀~°∞™êÎO
J Œ̂∞ƒù̀ «Ñ¨Ù J~°úÉèÏQÍefl,
P=∞¡ ~°™êÅ∞ Ñ¶̈∞hÉèíqOz
JOK«∞Å∞
#Hõ∆„`åÅ qÉèÏQÍÖ·̌†

ã¨$+≤ì ã¨Ç¨Ï[ ~°™êÅ∞
«̀yæOK«ÖËxq, =∂~°∞Ê ~åxq

ã¨r="≥∞ÿ#q.
P `å*Ï Œ̂#O ã¨r=OQÍ LO@∞Ok,
x=∞‡HÍÜ«∞Ö’
yO[Å QÆ$Ç¨Ï =∞ è̂Œ∞~° Ñ¨i=∞àÏÅÖ’

✤ ✤
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Cutting the lemon

the knife

leaves a little cathedral:

alcoves unguessed by the eye

that open acidulous glass

to the light; topazes

riding the droplets,

altars,

aromatic facades.

So, while the hand

holds the cut of the lemon,

half a world

on a trencher,

the gold of the universe

wells

to your touch:

a cup yellow

with miracles,

a breast and a nipple

perfuming the earth;

a flashing made fruitage,

the diminutive fire of a planet.

✧✧✧✧✧



27

qÉèÏQÍÅ∞, ~°Ç¨Ïã¨º"≥∞ÿ#q, JOK«∞Å = Œ̂Ì.
x=∞‡HÍÜ«∞Å#∞ HÀã¨∂Î,
HõuÎ
F Õ̂"åÅÜ«∂xfl =keÃÑ_»∞ÎOk
HõO\˜H˜ HÍ#~åx =¸ÅÖ’¡

Ñ¨ÙÅ¡\˜ QÍA#∞ HÍOuH˜
≥̀~°∞ã¨∞ÎOk† Ñ¨Ù+¨º~åQÍÅ∞

h\˜ aO Œ̂∞=ÙÅÃÑ· ™êfis KÕã¨∞ÎO_»QÍ,
Ñ¨Ó*ÏQÆ$Ç¨Å∞,
Ñ¨i=∞à◊Éèíi «̀ =ÚY ÉèÏQÍÅ∞.

JO Œ̂∞KÕ̀ «,
KÕuÖ’ ã¨QÆO HÀã≤# x=∞‡Ñ¨O_»∞
„Ñ¨Ñ¨OK«Ñ¨Ù J~°úÉèÏQÆO
HõO Œ̂HõO g∞ Œ̂.
qâ◊fiÑ¨Ù ã¨fi~°‚O
h ã¨Ê~°≈‰õΩ
á⁄OyáÈ`«∞Ok
J Œ̂∞ƒù̀ åÅ`À ‰õÄ_ç#
F Ñ¨ã¨∞Ñ¨ÙÑ¨K«Ûx HõÑ¨C

F =H∆À[O
F K«#∞"≥Ú#
Éèí∞qx Ñ¨i=∞à◊Éèíi «̀O KÕã¨∂Î,
F "≥∞~°∞Ñ¨Ù Ñ¶̈ÖÏxflã¨∞ÎOk
F „QÆÇ¨ÏÑ¨Ù zxfl Jyfl.

✧✧✧✧✧
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A Song Of Despair

The memory of you emerges from the night around me.

The river mingles its stubborn lament with the sea.

Deserted like the wharves at dawn.

It is the hour of departure, oh deserted one!

Cold flower heads are raining over my heart.

Oh pit of debris, fierce cave of the shipwrecked.

In you the wars and the flights accumulated.

From you the wings of the song birds rose.

You swallowed everything, like distance.

Like the sea, like time. In you everything sank!

It was the happy hour of assault and the kiss.

The hour of the spell that blazed like a lighthouse.

Pilot’s dread, fury of blind driver,

turbulent drunkenness of love, in you everything sank!

In the childhood of mist my soul, winged and wounded.

Lost discoverer, in you everything sank!

You girdled sorrow, you clung to desire,

sadness stunned you, in you everything sank!

I made the wall of shadow draw back,

beyond desire and act, I walked on.
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7. x~åâß w «̀O

<å K«∞@∂ì L#fl pHõ\˜ #∞Oz h *Ï˝Ñ¨Hõ"≥ÚHõ\˜ Pq~°ƒùqã¨∞ÎOk.

#k «̀# "≥ÚO_ç qëê Œ̂w`åxfl ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂OÖ’ HõÅ∞Ñ¨Ù «̀∞Ok.

ã¨O è̂•ºHÍÅOÖ’ q_çzÃÑ@ì|_ç# =∞~°∞QÆ∞A˚ÖÏ¡

Wk =∞#O q_çáÈ"åeû# ã¨=∞Ü«∞O, F q_»∞=|_ç# ^•<å!

<å Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞OÃÑ· j «̀Å Ñ¨Ù+¨Êt~åÅ∞ "å#QÍ ‰õΩ~°∞ã¨∞Î#flq,

F K≥̀ «ÎQÆ∞O\Ï, ̂ èŒfiOã¨"≥∞ÿ# <åq‰õΩÅ áêe\˜ ÉèíÜ«∞OHõ~° QÆ∞Ç¨ ™ê÷=~°=∂!

hÖ’ Ü«Ú^•úÅ∞, Ñ¨ÖÏÜ«∞<åÅ∂ QÆ∞q∞‰õÄ_ç L<åfl~Ú.

h #∞OKÕ QÍ# Ñ¨‰õ∆ΩÅ Ô~Hȭ Å∞ L Œ̂ƒùq™êÎ~Ú.

h=xfl\˜h ™êfiÇ¨ KÕ™êÎ=Ù, Œ̂∂~°OÖÏ,

ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂OÖÏ, HÍÅOÖÏ† hÖ’<Õ =Ú#∞QÆ∞`å~°∞ JO Œ̂~°∂!

Jk ã¨O`À+¨Ñ¨Ù Ñ¶̈∞_çÜ«∞ ^•_çH©, =Ú Œ̂∞Ì‰õÄ,

nÑ¨ QÆ$Ç¨ÏOÖÏ "≥∞iã≤# =∞O„ «̀Ñ¨Ù Ñ¶̈∞_çÜ«∞!

ÃÑ·Å\ò‰õΩ ÉèíÜ«∞O, JO è̂Œ "åÇ¨Ï#KÀ Œ̂‰õΩ_ç P„QÆÇ¨ÏO.

`åQÆ∞É’ «̀∞ „¿Ñ=∞ HõÖ’¡ÅO, ^•xÖ’<Õ =Ú#∞QÆ∞`å~°∞ JO Œ̂~°∂!

<å P «̀‡ ÉÏÅºÑ¨Ù á⁄QÆ=∞OK«∞Ö’, Ô~Hȭ Ö·̌, QÍÜ«∞Ñ¨_ç

HõxÑ≤OK«‰õΩO_®áÈ~Ú# „ Œ̂+ì̈, hÖ’<Õ =Ú#∞QÆ∞`å~°∞ JO Œ̂~°∂!

qKå~°Ñ¨Ù =_®¤}=∂, HÀiHõ#∞ Hõ~°∞K«∞‰õΩx L#fl^•<å!

Œ̂∞óYO x#∞fl Pâ◊Û~°ºÑ¨~°zOk, hÖ’<Õ Jhfl =Ú#∞QÆ∞`å~Ú.

<Õ#∞ QÀ_» h_»#∞ "≥#H˜̄  ÖÏQÆ∞`å#∞.

HÀiHõ‰õΩ P=Å „â◊q∞™êÎ#∞, <Õ#∞ #_»∞K«∞‰õΩO@∂ "≥o¡áÈ`å#∞.

✤ ✤
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Oh flesh, my own flesh, woman whom I loved and lost,

I summon you in the moist hour, I raise my song to you.

Like a jar you housed infinite tenderness.

and the infinite oblivion shattered you like a jar.

There was the black solitude of the islands,

and there, woman of love, your arms took me in.

There was thirst and hunger, and you were the fruit.

There were grief and ruins, and you were the miracle.

Ah woman, I do not know how you could contain me

in the earth of your soul, in the cross of your arms!

How terrible and brief my desire was to you!

How difficult and drunken, how tensed and avid.

Cemetery of kisses, there is still fire in your tombs,

still the fruited boughs burn, pecked at by birds.

Oh the bitten mouth, oh the kissed limbs,

oh the hungering teeth, oh the entwined bodies.

Oh the mad coupling of hope and force

in which we merged and despaired.

And the tenderness, light as water and as flour.

And the word scarcely begun on the lips.

This was my destiny and in it was my voyage of my longing,

and in it my longing fell, in you everything sank!
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F <å ̂ ÕÇ̈Ï =∂Oã̈=∂, F Ü«Ú=f x#∞fl „¿Ñq∞OKå#∞, áÈQ˘@∞ì‰õΩ<åfl#∞

«̀_ç Ñ¶̈∞_çÜ«∞Ö’ h‰õΩ Hõ|∞~°Oáê#∞, hHÀã¨O áê@ áê_®#∞.

F *Ï_ôÖÏ h=Ù J#O «̀ HÀ=∞Å`åfixfl ^•K«∞‰õΩ<åfl=Ù

P J#O «̀ qã¨‡~°} ã≤÷u x#∞fl *Ï_ôÖÏ =ÚHȭ Å∞ KÕã≤Ok,

n=ÙÅÖ’ #Å¡\˜ XO@i «̀#O L#flk

JHȭ _», F „¿Ñq∞‰õΩ~åÖÏ, h KÕ̀ «∞Å∞ ##∞fl K«∞@∞ì‰õΩ#flq.

JHȭ _» PHõe, ^•Ç¨ÏO L<åfl~Ú. h=Ù =∞ è̂Œ∞~° Ñ¶̈ÖÏxq.

JHȭ _» Œ̂∞óYO, tkèÖÏÅ∞ L<åfl~Ú, h"˘Hõ J Œ̂∞ƒù̀ åxq.

F Ü«Ú=f, <å‰õΩ ≥̀b Œ̂∞, h=Ù #<≥fl\Ï¡ LOK«∞HÀQÆÅ∞QÆ∞`å"À.

h P «̀‡ <ÕÅÖ’, h KÕ̀ «∞Å tÅ∞=Ö’!

ZO «̀ ã¨fiÅÊ=Ú, ZO «̀ ÉèíÜ«∞OHõ~°O hÃÑ· <å HÀiHõ,

ZO «̀ Hõ+̈ìO, ZO «̀ ̀ åQÆ∞É’ «̀∞ «̀#O, ZO «̀ LkfiQÆfl «̀, ZO «̀ L «̀∞ûHõ̀ «!

=Ú Œ̂∞ÌÅ ã¨‡âß#=∂, h ã¨=∂ è̂Œ∞Ö’¡ WOHÍ Jyfl L#flk,

Ñ¶̈eOz# H˘=∞‡eOHÍ HÍÅ∞ «̀∂<Õ L<åfl~Ú, Ñ¨‰õ∆ΩÅKÕ á⁄_»=|_ç.

F H˘~°Hõ|_ç# = Œ̂# QÆ∞Ç̈Ï~°=∂!F K«∞OaOK«|_ç# Ç̈Ïã̈Î Ü«ÚQÆà◊=∂!

F PHõeQ˘#fl Ñ¨Å∞=~°∞™ê! F "≥∞eHõÅ∞ Ñ¨_ç# Õ̂Ç¨Ï Œ̂fiÜ«∞=∂!

Pâ◊, |Å=O`åÅ L#‡ «̀ÎÑ¨Ù HõÅ~ÚHõÖ’

=∞#q∞ Œ̂Ì~°O Hõe™êO x~åâ◊Ö’ =ÚxQÍO.

P HÀ=∞Å «̀fiO, h\˜ÖÏ, Ñ≤O_çÖÏ Õ̀eÔH·#k

Ñ¨̂ •Å∞ ÃÑ Œ̂=ÙÅÃÑ· "≥Ú Œ̂ÖË HÍÖË̂ Œ∞.

Jk <å QÆ=∞ºO, <å xsHõ∆}Ï „Ñ¨Ü«∂}O.

^•xÖ’ <å xsHõ∆} Ñ῭ «#"≥∞ÿOk. hÖ’<Õ Jhfl =ÚxyáÈÜ«∂~Ú.
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Oh pit of debris, everything fell into you,

what sorrow did you not express, in what sorrow are

                                                            you not drowned!

From billow to billow you still called and sang.

Standing like a sailor in the prow of a vessel.

You still flowered in songs, you still brike the currents.

Oh pit of debris, open and bitter well.

Pale blind diver, luckless slinger,

lost discoverer, in you everything sank!

It is the hour of departure, the hard cold hour

which the night fastens to all the timetables.

The rustling belt of the sea girdles the shore.

Cold stars heave up, black birds migrate.

Deserted like the wharves at dawn.

Only tremulous shadow twists in my hands.

Oh farther than everything. Oh farther than everything.

It is the hour of departure. Oh abandoned one!

✧✧✧✧✧
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F K≥̀ «ÎQÆ∞O\Ï! „Ñ¨un hÖ’<Õ Ñ¨_çáÈ~ÚOk.

U ̂ Œ∞óY=¸ h=Ù "≥e|∞K«ÛÖË̂ Œ∞, U ̂ Œ∞óYOÖ’#∂ h=Ù =Ú#QÆÖË̂ Œ∞!

JÅ #∞Oz JÅ‰õΩ áÈ «̀∂<Õ QÍ#O KÕ™ê=Ù h=Ù,

<åq‰õΩ_çÖÏ <å= =ÚO Œ̂∞ xÅ|_ç<å=Ù.

áê@ÅÖ’<Õ WOHÍ Ñ̈Ù+≤ÊOz<å=Ù, WOHÍ J~°Å#∞ q~°Q æ̆_»∂Î<Õ L<åfl=Ù

F K≥̀ «ÎQÆ∞O\Ï! <À~°∞=¸Ü«∞x ÉÏqq, KÕ̂ Œ∞q!

áêeáÈ~Ú# JO è̂Œ D «̀QÍ_®, J Œ̂$+̈ìO Hõeã≤~åx =_çÃãÅ u¿ÑÊ"å_®!

Hõ#|_»‰õΩO_®áÈ~Ú# „ Œ̂ëêì, hÖ’<Õ Jhfl =Ú#∞QÆ∞`å~Ú.

Wk x„+¨̄ =∞} Ñ¶̈∞_çÜ«∞, Juj «̀Å ã¨=∞Ü«∞O.

~å„u Jxfl HÍÅÑ¨\ì̃HõÅ‰õΩ Hõ~°∞K«∞‰õΩx LO@∞Ok.

QÆÅQÆÅÖÏ_Õ ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù =_®¤}O f~åxfl Ñ¨~°K«∞‰õΩO@∞Ok.

j «̀Å #Hõ∆„`åÅ∞ ÃÑ·ÔHQÆ∞™êÎ~Ú, #Å¡Ñ≤@ìÅ∞ (HÀ~ÚÅÅ∞) =Åã̈áÈ`å~Ú.

ã¨O è̂•ºã¨=∞Ü«∞OÖ’ XO@iQÍ =ke"ÕÜ«∞|_ç# ˆ~=ÙÖÏ,

=}∞‰õΩ «̀∞#fl h_» <å KÕ̀ «∞efl "≥∞euÑ¨C «̀∞Ok.

F Jxfl\˜Hõ<åfl Ju Œ̂∂~°=∂, F Jxfl\˜Hõ<åfl Ju Œ̂∂~°=∂!

Wk x„+¨̄ =∞} ã¨=∞Ü«∞O, F =ke"ÕÜ«∞|_ç# ^•<å!

✧✧✧✧✧
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Absence

I have scarcely left you

When you go in me, crystalline,

Or trembling,

Or uneasy, wounded by me

Or overwhelmed with love, as

when your eyes

Close upon the gift of life

That without cease I give you.

My love,

We have found each other

Thirsty and we have

Drunk up all the water and the

Blood,

We found each other

Hungry

And we bit each other

As fire bites,

Leaving wounds in us.

But wait for me,

Keep for me your sweetness.

I will give you too

A rose.

✧✧✧✧✧
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8. ÖËHõáÈ=_»O

<Õ#∞ x#∞fl =ke "≥à◊¡Hõ =Ú#∞¿Ñ
h=Ù <åÖ’H˜ "≥o¡áÈÜ«∂=Ù, „H˜ãì̈eh!
=}∞‰õΩ «̀∂ ÖË̂ •

W|ƒOkQÍ, <å =Å# QÍÜ«∞Ñ¨_ç,
ÖË̂ • „¿Ñ=∞`À =∂Ü«∞KÕÜ«∞|_ç,
ZÑ¨C_≥·̀ Õ h Hõà◊√¡
r=# HÍ#∞HõÃÑ· =¸ã¨∞‰õΩ<åflÜ≥∂,
<Õ#k h‰õΩ x~°O «̀~åÜ«∞OQÍ W=fiQÆÅ"å_»#∞.

<å „¿Ñ=∂!
=∞#O XHõi<˘Hõ~°∞ Hõ#∞Q˘<åflO,
^•Ç¨ÏOQÍ LO_ç
`åy<å=Ú h\˜h,

~°HÍÎhfl!
=∞#O XHõi<˘Hõ~°∞ Hõ#∞Q˘<åflO,
PHõeh!
XHõi<˘Hõ~°∞ H˘~°∞‰õΩ¯ u<åflO.
Jyfl H˘iH˜#@∞¡

QÍÜ«∂Å#∞ =∞#‰õΩ q∞QÆ∞Å∞Û‰õΩ<åflO.

<åHÀã¨O "ÕzK«∂_»∞.
h =∂ è̂Œ∞~åºxfl <åHÀã¨O ^•z LOK«∞.
<Õ#∞ ‰õÄ_® hH˜™êÎ#∞

D QÆ∞ÖÏcx.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Always

I am not jealous

of what came before me.

Come with a man

on your shoulders,

come with a hundred men in your hair,

come with a thousand men between your breasts

                                                               and your feet,

come like a river

full of drowned men

which flows down to the wild sea,

to the eternal surf, to Time!

Bring them all

to where I am waiting for you;

we shall always be alone,

we shall always be you and I

alone on earth,

to start our life!

✧✧✧✧✧
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9. ZÅ¡Ñ¨C_»∂

<å‰õΩ Jã¨∂Ü«∞ ÖË̂ Œ∞,

<åHõ<åfl =ÚO Œ̂∞ =zÛ# "å\˜ÃÑ·.

h Éèí∞*ÏÅÃÑ·

F =∞x+≤x "≥∂ã¨∞‰õΩx ~å,

h t~À*ÏÅÖ’ =O Œ̂=∞Okx fã¨∞‰õΩx~å,

h ~˘=Ú‡Å, áê^•Å =∞ è̂Œº "ÕÖÏk =∞Okx fã¨∞‰õΩx ~å!

~å F #kÖÏ,

xO_® =Úxy# "åà◊¡̀ À

qÅÜ«∞ ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂OÖ’H˜ „Ñ¨=Ç≤ÏOKÕ #kQÍ,

âßâ◊fi «̀ #∞~°QÆÖ’H˜, HÍÅOÖ’H˜.

"åà◊¡O Œ̂ih fã¨∞‰õΩ~å!

<Õ#∞ hHÀã¨O Z Œ̂∞~°∞K«∂ã¨∞Î#fl KÀ@∞‰õΩ,

=∞#O ZÅ¡Ñ¨C_»∂ XO@iQÍ<Õ LO^•O.

=∞#O ZÅ¡Ñ¨C_»∂ h=Ó <Õ#∂

D <ÕÅÃÑ· XO@iQÍ

=∞# rq`åxfl „áê~°OaèOKÕO Œ̂∞‰õΩ.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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And Because Love Battles

And because love battles

not only in its burning agricultures

but also in the mouth of men and women,

I will finish off by taking the path away

to those who between my chest and your fragrance

want to interpose their obscure plant.

About me, nothing worse

they will tell you, my love,

than what I told you.

I lived in the prairies

before I got to know you

and I did not wait love but I was

laying in wait for and I jumped on the rose.

What more can they tell you?

I am neither good nor bad but a man,

and they will then associate the danger

of my life, which you know

and which with your passion you shared.

And good, this danger

is danger of love, of complete love

for all life,

for all lives,

and if this love brings us

the death and the prisons,

I am sure that your big eyes,
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10. „¿Ñ=∞ Ü«Ú^ŒúO KÕã¨∞ÎOk Hõ#∞Hõ...

ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë, „¿Ñ=∞Ü«Ú Œ̂úO KÕã¨∞ÎOk QÆ#∞Hõ
[fieOKÕ =º=™êÜ«∂Ö’¡<Õ QÍHõ,
¢ã‘Î Ñ¨Ù~°∞+¨µÅ <Àà◊¡Ö’ ‰õÄ_®
^•ix Œ̂∂~°OQÍ fã¨∞‰õΩ"≥o¡ <Õ#∞ =Úy™êÎ#∞.
<å ~˘=Ú‡‰õΩ, h Ñ¨i=∞àÏxH˜ =∞ è̂Œº L#fl"åi HÀã¨O,
"åi xQÆ∂_è» =$H∆Íxfl =∞ è̂ŒºÖ’ LOK«_®xH˜.

<å QÆ∞iOz, nxHõ<åfl hK«"≥∞ÿ#k
"åà◊√¡ h‰õΩ K≥|∞`å~°∞, F „¿Ñ=∂,
<Õ#∞ h‰õΩ K≥Ñ≤Ê# ^•xHõ<åfl Z‰õΩ¯=QÍ,

<Õ#∞ x=ã≤OKå#∞ qâßÅ "≥∞ÿ̂ •<åÅÖ’,
h QÆ∞iOz ≥̀e¿ã =ÚO Œ̂∞QÍ<Õ,
<Õ#∞ „¿Ñ=∞ÔH· "Õz K«∂_»ÖË̂ Œ∞.
J=HÍâ◊O ~åQÍ<Õ QÆ∞ÖÏcÃÑ·H˜ Œ̂∞q∞HÍ#∞.

WO «̀HõO>Ë "åàı¡O K≥|∞`å~°∞ h‰õΩ?
<Õ#∞ =∞Op, K≥_»∂ HÍx =∞x+≤x.
JÑ¨C_»∞ "åà◊√¡ JO@QÆ_»̀ å~°∞ h rq «̀ „Ñ¨=∂^•xfl,
Jk h‰õΩ ≥̀eã≤O Õ̂,
ZO`À L Õ̂fiQÆO`À h=Ù Ñ¨OK«∞‰õΩ#flk.

=∞Ozk. D „Ñ¨=∂ Œ̂O
„Ñ¨=∂ Œ̂"Õ∞, ã¨OÑ¨Ó~°‚ „¿Ñ=∞
rq`åO`«O
Jxfl rq`åÅ‰õÄ
D „¿Ñ=∞QÆ#∞Hõ ≥̀KÕÛ@¡~Ú Õ̀ =∞#‰õΩ...
=∞$ «̀∞º=Ù#∞, M·̌̂ Œ∞#∞...

✤ ✤
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as when I kiss them,

will then close with pride,

into double pride, love,

with your pride and my pride.

But to my ears they will come before

to wear down the tour

of the sweet and hard love which binds us,

and they will say: “The one

you love,

is not a woman for you,

Why do you love her? I think

you could find one more beautiful,

more serious, more deep,

more other, you understand me, look how she’s light,

and what a head she has,

and look at how she dresses,

and etcetera and etcetera”.

And I in these lines say:

Like this I want you, love,

love, Like this I love you,

as you dress

and how your hair lifts up

and how your mouth smiles,

light as the water

of the spring upon the pure stones,

Like this I love you, beloved.

To bread I do not ask to teach me

but only not to lack during every day of life.



41

<å‰õΩ ≥̀Å∞ã¨∞ h qâßÅ #Ü«∞<åÅ∞
<Õ#∞ =Ú^•Ì_ç#Ñ¨C_»∞,
QÆ~°fiO`À =¸ã¨∞‰õΩO\Ï~Ú,
Ô~O_çO «̀Å∞ QÆ~°fiO`À, „¿Ñ=∞`À
h <å QÆ~åfiÅ∞ Hõeã≤.

HÍx, <å K≥=ÙÅ‰õΩ, Jq Jeã≤áÈHõ=ÚO Õ̂ KÕ~°∞‰õΩO\Ï~Ú
=∞# fÜ«∞x, QÆ\ì̃ „¿Ñ=∞ „Ñ¨Ü«∂}OÖ’
=∞#efl Hõe¿Ñ KÀ@∞‰õΩ =zÛ JO\Ï~Ú-
-'h=Ù „¿Ñq∞OKÕ =ºHÎ̃
h‰õΩ «̀y# Ü«Ú=u HÍ Œ̂∞
ZO Œ̂∞‰õΩ „¿Ñq∞™êÎ=Ù P"≥∞#∞?
JO «̀HõO>Ë JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ¢ã‘Î ^˘~°∞‰õΩ «̀∞Ok h‰õΩ.
=∞iO «̀ #=∞‡Hõ"≥∞ÿ#k, QÍ_è»"≥∞ÿ#k,
WOHÍ Q˘Ñ¨Êk, J~°÷O KÕã¨∞HÀ##∞fl, K«∂_»∞
P"≥∞ ZO «̀ Õ̀eHÀ, Z@∞=O\˜ «̀Å P"≥∞‰õΩ#fl^À,
ZÖÏ ã≤OQÍiOK«∞‰õΩ#fl^À,
WOHÍ, WOHÍ, WOHÍ...——-

<Õ#∞ D w «̀ÅÖ’ K≥|∞`å#∞
<åH˜ÖÏ HÍ"åe, F „¿Ñ=∂
„¿Ñ=∂, <åH˜ÖÏ HÍ"åe h=Ù
h Œ̂∞ã¨∞ÎÅ∞,
h t~À*ÏÅOHõ~°},
h z~°∞#=Ùfi
h\˜ÖÏ Õ̀eÔH·#k
[Å è̂•~° #∞Oz, K«Hȭ x QÆ∞ÅHõ~åà◊¡ÃÑ· Ñ¨_»∞ «̀∞#flk,
WÖÏ, x#∞fl <Õ#∞ „¿Ñq∞ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞, „Ñ≤Ü«∞ «̀=∂!

u<Õ ~˘>ì̌#∞ <å‰õΩ áê~î°O K≥Ñ¨Ê=∞#ÖË̂ Œ∞,
≥̂·#Ok# rq «̀OÖ’ ÖË‰õΩO_® LO_»= Œ̂Ì<åfl#∞.
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I don’t know anything about light, from where

it comes nor where it goes,

I only want the light to light up,

I do not ask to the night

explanations,

I wait for it and it envelops me,

And so you, bread and light

And shadow are.

You came to my life

with what you were bringing,

made

of light and bread and shadow I expected you,

and Like this I need you,

Like this I love you,

and to those who want to hear tomorrow

that which I will not tell them, let them read it here,

and let them back off today because it is early

for these arguments.

Tomorrow we will only give them

a leaf of the tree of our love, a leaf

which will fall on the earth

like if it had been made by our lips

like a kiss which falls

from our invincible heights

to show the fire and the tenderness

of a true love.

✧✧✧✧✧



43

"≥Å∞QÆ∞ QÆ∞iOz <å‰õΩ ≥̀b Œ̂∞,
Z@∞#∞Oz =ã¨∞ÎO^À, Z@∞#∞Oz áÈ «̀∞O^À,
<Õ#∞ HÀ~°∞‰õΩ<Õ̂ ŒÖÏ¡ "≥Å∞QÆ∞ WOH˘Hõ̂ •xfl "≥eyOKåÅx,
<Õ#∞ J_»QÆÉ’#∞
~å„ux ã¨O*Ï~Ú+‘Å#∞,
<Õ#∞ "Õz =ÙO\Ï#∞, Jk
##∞fl «̀#Ö’ HõÅ∞Ñ¨Ù‰õΩO@∞Ok.
h=Ù ‰õÄ_®, ~˘>ì̌, "≥Å∞QÆ∞
h_» ‰õÄ_®!

h=Ù <å rq «̀OÖ’H˜ „Ñ¨"ÕtOKå=Ù
h=Ù ≥̀ã¨∞Î#fl "å\˜̀ À,
"≥Å∞QÆ∞, ~˘>ì̌, h_»̀ À KÕÜ«∞|_ç# "å\˜x <Õ#∞ JaèÅ+≤OKå#∞
D ~°HõOQÍ <Õ#∞ HÀ~°∞‰õΩ<åfl#∞.
D q è̂ŒOQÍ x#∞fl „¿Ñq∞™êÎ#∞.
ˆ~Ñ¨Ù q<åÅ#∞‰õΩO@∞#fl "åà◊¡‰õΩ.
"åiH˜ <Õ#∞ K≥Ñ¨ÊÉ’#∞, "åix ‰õÄ_» K«̂ Œ=x=fiO_ç.
HÍ"åÅO>Ë "≥#H˜̄  áÈx=fiO_ç D ~ÀA, ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë
"åQÆ∞º^•úÅ‰õΩ WOHÍ KåÖÏ ã¨=∞Ü«∞=Ú#flk.

ˆ~Ñ¨Ù "åà◊¡H˜^•ÌO
=∞# „¿Ñ=∞=$Hõ∆Ñ¨Ù XHõ P‰õΩ#∞,
<ÕÅÃÑ· Ñ¨_Õ XHõ Ñ¨„`åxfl,
=∞# ÃÑ^•Å`À KÕÜ«∞|_ç# ^•xx,
XHõ =Ú Œ̂∞Ì, [~ÚOK«ÖËx Z «̀∞ÎÅ #∞Oz Ñ¨_ç# ^•xx,
Jyflx K«∂Ñ≤OKÕk, x["≥∞ÿ# „¿Ñ=∞
HÀ=∞Å`åfixfl K«∂Ñ≤OKÕ ^•xx.

✧✧✧✧✧
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Bird

It was passed from one bird to another,

the whole gift of the day.

The day went from flute to flute,

went dressed in vegetation,

in flights which opened a tunnel

through the wind would pass

to where birds were breaking open

the dense blue air -

and there, night came in.

When I returned from so many journeys,

I stayed suspended and green

between sun and geography -

I saw how wings worked,

how perfumes are transmitted

by feathery telegraph,

and from above I saw the path,

the springs and the roof tiles,

the fishermen at their trades,

the trousers of the foam;

I saw it all from my green sky.

I had no more alphabet

than the swallows in their courses,

the tiny, shining water

of the small bird on fire

which dances out of the pollen.

Pablo Neruda

✧✧✧✧✧
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11. Ñ¨H∆̃

Wk XHõ Ñ¨H∆̃ #∞Oz =∞~˘Hõ Ñ¨H∆̃H˜ KÕ~°"ÕÜ«∞|_çOk
Ñ¨QÆ\˜ |Ç¨ï=∞u "≥Ú «̀ÎO.
"Õ}∞=Ù #∞Oz "Õ}∞=Ù‰õΩ Ñ¨QÆÅ∞ Ñ¨i"åºÑÎ̈=∞~ÚºOk.
P‰õΩÑ¨K«Û Œ̂<åxfl è̂ŒiOzOk
"å\˜ xOy „Ñ¨Ü«∂}ÏÅ∞
QÍeÖ’ ™⁄~°OQÍÅ∞ xi‡OKå~Ú
ZHȭ _≥·̀ Õ Ñ¨‰õ∆ΩÅ∞ zHȭ \˜ heQÍex Ñ¨QÆÅQ˘\ì̃ ≥̀~°∞™êÎÜ≥∂,
JHȭ _»‰õΩ, ~å„u ~å<Õ =zÛOk.

Z<Àfl „Ñ¨Ü«∂}ÏÅ #∞Oz <Õ#∞ =KåÛHõ
<Õ#∞ "ÕÖÏ_»∞ «̀∞<åfl#∞
ã¨∂~°∞º_çH˜ Éèí∂QÀàÏxH© =∞ è̂Œº#,
<Õ#∞ K«∂™ê#∞ Ô~Hȭ ÖˇÖÏ Ñ¨xKÕ™êÎÜ≥∂,
ZÖÏ Ñ¨i=∞àÏÅ∞ "åºÑ≤™êÎÜ≥∂
ã¨∞u"≥∞ «̀Îx DHõÅ >ˇe„QÍÑ¶̈ÙÅ^•fi~å,
ÃÑ·#∞Oz <Õ#∞ K«∂™ê#∞ ^•ix,
[Å è̂•~°Å#∞, ÃÑ·HõÑ¨CÅÃÑ· L#fl ÃÑO‰õΩÅ#∞,
*ÏÅ~°¡#∞, "åi =$ «̀∞ÎÅ#∞,
#∞~°QÆ JOwÅ#∞,
g@xfl\˜h K«∂™ê#∞ <å P‰õΩÑ¨K«Û PHÍâ◊O #∞Oz,
<å Œ̂QÆæ~° WÑ¨C_»∞ JHõ∆~°=∂Å ÖË̂ Œ∞
™êfiÖ’ Ñ¨‰õ∆ΩÅ Œ̂QÆæ~° L#flO «̀ ‰õÄ_®,
zxfl, "≥∞i¿ã h\˜ aO Œ̂∞=ÙÅ∞
JyflÃÑ· Zyˆ~ zxfl Ñ¨‰õ∆ΩÅ∞
Ñ¨Ùá⁄Ê_ç #∞Oz Zyi Ñ¨_»∞ÎO\Ï~Ú.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Brown And Agile Child

Brown and agile child, the sun which forms the fruit

And ripens the grain and twists the seaweed

Has made your happy body and your luminous eyes

And given your mouth the smile of water.

A black and anguished sun is entangled in the twigs

Of your black mane when you hold out your arms.

You play in the sun as in a tidal river

And it leaves two dark pools in your eyes.

Brown and agile child, nothing draws me to you,

Everything pulls away from me here in the noon.

You are the delirious youth of bee,

The drunkedness of the wave, the power of the wheat.

My somber heart seeks you always

I love your happy body, your rich, soft voice.

Dusky butterfly, sweet and sure

Like the wheatfiled, the sun, the poppy, and the water.

✧✧✧✧✧
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12. QÀ è̂Œ∞=∞~°OQÆ∞ Ç¨ïëêÔ~·# Ñ≤Å¡"å_»∞

QÀ è̂Œ∞=∞~°OQÆ∞ Ç¨ïëêÔ~·# Ñ≤Å¡"å_»∞, Ñ¨O_»∞QÍ =∂ˆ~ ã¨∂~°∞º_»∞,

è̂•<åºxfl Ñ¨HõfiO K≥Ok™êÎ_»∞, ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù <åK«∞#∞ "≥∞euÑ¨C`å_»∞.

h P#O Œ̂Ñ¨Ù â◊s~åxfl KÕ™ê_»∞, h "≥Å∞QÆ∞ «̀∞#fl Hõà◊¡#∂ WzÛ<å_»∞

h <À\˜H˜ [ÖÏÅ z~°∞#=Ùfi „Ñ¨™êkOz#"å_»∞.

#Å¡QÍ PO^Àà◊#`À L#fl ã̈∂~°∞º_»∞ W~°∞‰õΩ¯áÈÜ«∂_»∞ zxfl âßYÅÖ’

P #Å¡\˜ EÅ∞Ö’ h=Ù h KÕ̀ «∞efl ÉÏ~°*ÏÑ≤#Ñ¨Ù_»∞.

h=Ù ZO_»Ö’ á⁄OˆQ #kÖÏ P_»∞‰õΩO\Ï=Ù,

Jk h Hõ#∞flÅÖ’ Ô~O_»∞ ã¨~°ã¨∞ûÅ#∞ q_çzÃÑ_»∞ÎOk.

QÀ è̂Œ∞=∞~°OQÆ∞ Ç¨ïëêÔ~·# Ñ≤Å¡"å_®, #<Õfln h"ÕÑ¨Ù ÖÏQÆ̂ Œ∞,

=∞ è̂•ºÇ¨ÏflO Ñ¨Ó@ „Ñ¨un <å#∞Oz Œ̂∂~°OQÍ áÈ «̀∞Ok

h=Ù "≥∞ÿHõO HõeyOKÕ Õ̀<≥\©QÆ Ü«∞=fi<åxq.

«̀~°OQÍÅ `åQÆ∞É’ «̀∞ «̀<åxq, L+‚̈Ñ¨Ù â◊HÎ̃q.

<å Ç¨ïëêÔ~·# Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞O x#∞fl Jxfl"Õà◊ÖÏ HÀ~°∞‰õΩO@∞Ok

<Õ#∞ h P#O Œ̂Ñ¨Ù â◊s~åxfl „¿Ñq∞™êÎ#∞, h K«Hȭ x "≥∞ «̀Îx ã¨fi~åxfl

=∞ã¨Hõ ã‘̀ åHÀHõ zÅ∞HÍ, =∞ è̂Œ∞~°"≥∞ÿ, YzÛ «̀"≥∞ÿ# ^•xq

QÀ è̂Œ∞=∞ á⁄ÅOÖÏ, ã¨∂~°∞º_çÖÏ, QÆO*Ï~ÚÖÏ, h\˜ÖÏ!

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Canto Xii From The Heights of

Macchu Picchu

Arise to birth with me, my brother.

Give me your hand out of the depths

sown by your sorrows.

You will not return from these stone fastnesses.

You will not emerge from subterranean time.

Your rasping voice will not come back,

nor your pierced eyes rise from their sockets.

Look at me from the depths of the earth,

tiller of fields, weaver, reticent shepherd,

groom of totemic guanacos,

mason high on your treacherous scaffolding,

iceman of Andean tears,

jeweler with crushed fingers,

farmer anxious among his seedlings,

potter wasted among his clays—

bring to the cup of this new life

your ancient buried sorrows.

Show me your blood and your furrow;

say to me: here I was scourged

because a gem was dull or because the earth

failed to give up in time its tithe of corn or stone.

Point out to me the rock on which you stumbled,

the wood they used to crucify your body.

Strike the old flints

to kindle ancient lamps, light up the whips
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13. =∞K«∞Û Ñ≤K«∞Û tY~åÅ #∞Oz
Ñ¨<≥flO_»= áê@

<å`À Ñ¨Ù\ì̃<å=Ù, ™È Œ̂~°∞_®,
Ö’ «̀∞Ö’¡Oz, h KÕux <åHõOkOK«∞
h Œ̂∞óMÏÅ`À <å@|_çOk
D tÖÏ"ÕQÆO #∞Oz h=Ù "≥#‰õΩ¯ ~åÖË=Ù
Éèí∂q∞ J_»∞QÆ∞ HÍÅO #∞Oz |Ü«∞@‰õΩ ~åÖË=Ù
h Ñ¨̂ Œ∞<≥·# ã¨fi~°O uiy ~å Œ̂∞
HõO\˜ QÆ∞O@Ö’¡Oz h xt «̀"≥∞ÿ# Hõo¡Hõ ~åÉ’=Ù.

Éèí∂q∞ Ö’ «̀∞Ö’¡Oz <å"ÕÑ¨Ù K«∂_»∞!
Ô~·̀ «∞, KÕ<Õ̀ « HÍi‡‰õΩ_»∞, K«eOK«x Q˘„Ô~ÅHÍÑ¨i,
≥̀QÆ‰õΩ Œ̂∞~°∞ QÍfi<åHÍ ÖÏ=∂Å#∞ =∞zÛHõ KÕ¿ã"å_»∞,

h "≥∂ã¨Ñ¨Ói «̀"≥∞ÿ# Hõ@ì_»O ÃÑ·#∞#fl `åÑ‘ "Õ∞¢ã‘Î,
PO_çÜ«∞<£ Hõhflà◊¡ =∞OK«∞ =∞x+≤
"Õà◊√¡ #ey# #QÆÅ "åºáêi
<å~°∞=∞_ç =∞ è̂Œº =º=™êÜ«∞^•~°∞_»∞,
Ñ¨ye# ‰õΩO_»Å =∞ è̂Œº ‰õΩÖÏÅ∞_»∞-
D H˘ «̀Î rq «̀Ñ¨Ù áê„ «̀ = Œ̂Ì‰õΩ =zÛ
áêuÃÑ@ì|_ç# áê «̀ Œ̂∞óMÏÅ#∞ K«∂_»O_ç.
h ~°HÍÎxfl, QÍÜ«∞Ñ¨Ù Kå~°#∞ K«∂Ñ¨O_ç.
<å`À K≥Ñ¨C - WHȭ _» <Õ#∞ H˘~°_®Å`À H˘@ì|_®¤#∞.
XHõ «̀à◊√‰õΩ~å~Ú =∞ã¨HõQÍ LO Œ̂<À,
<ÕÅ ã¨HÍÖÏxH˜ - Ñ¨O@<À, tÅÖ’fl W=fiÖË̂ Œ<À
h=Ù É’~å¡Ñ¨_ç# ~å~Úx <å‰õΩ K«∂Ñ≤OK«∞!
x#∞fl tÅ∞= "Õã≤# H˘Ü«∞º#∞ <å‰õΩ K«∂Ñ≤OK«∞!
áê «̀ K≥‰õΩ=ÚH˜ ~åà◊¡#∞ H˘@∞ì,

✤ ✤
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glued to your wounds throughout the centuries

and light the axes gleaming with your blood.

I come to speak for your dead mouths.

Throughout the earth

let dead lips congregate,

out of the depths spin this long night to me

as if I rode at anchor here with you.

And tell me everything, tell chain by chain,

and link by link, and step by step;

sharpen the knives you kept hidden away,

thrust them into my breast, into my hands,

like a torrent of sunbursts,

an Amazon of buried jaguars,

and leave me cry: hours, days and years,

blind ages, stellar centuries.

And give me silence, give me water, hope.

Give me the struggle, the iron, the volcanoes.

Let bodies cling like magnets to my body.

Come quickly to my veins and to my mouth.

Speak through my speech, and through my blood.

✧✧✧✧✧
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J<åk náêÅ#∞ "≥eyOK«∞, â◊̀ åÉÏÌÅ #∞O_ç
h QÍÜ«∂Å‰õΩ Ç¨Ï «̀∞Î‰õΩ#fl H˘~°_®Å#∞ «̀QÆÅÉˇ@∞ì!
h ~°HõÎO`À «̀_çz# Q˘_»¤à◊¡‰õΩ xÑ¨CÃÑ@∞ì!

h =∞$uK≥Ok# <À~°¡‰õΩ | Œ̂∞Å∞ ##∞fl =∂\Ï¡_»h!

Éèí∂q∞xO_®
K«zÛ# ÃÑ^•Å∞ ã¨=∂"Õâ◊O HÍh
Ö’Ö’ «̀∞Ö’¡Oz n~°…~å„ux =_»Hõh,
h`À <Õ#∞ =zÛ WHȭ _» ÅOQÆ~°∞ "Õã≤#@∞¡.

„Ñ¨u q+¨Ü«∂xfl h‰õΩ q=iOK«h, Ñ¨Óã¨ QÆ∞zÛ#@∞¡
P è̂•~°O «̀~°∞"å «̀ P è̂•~°O, "≥∞@∞ì «̀~°∞"å «̀ "≥∞@∞ì
^•z# Hõ̀ «∞ÎÅ‰õΩ Ñ¨̂ Œ∞#∞ÃÑ@∞ì,
<å ~˘=Ú‡Ö’H˜ |ÅOQÍ QÆ∞K«∞Û, <å KÕ̀ «∞Ö’¡H˜,
ã¨∂~°ºH˜~°} „Ñ¨"åÇ¨ÏOÖÏ "ÕQÆOQÍ,
Y##O KÕÜ«∞|_ç# *ÏQÍfi~ü Ñ¨ÙÅ∞Å J"≥∞*Ï<£ÖÏ!
##∞fl U_»fih QÆO@Å∞, k<åÅ∞, ã¨O= «̀û~åÅ∞
JO è̂ŒHÍ~° Ü«ÚQÍÅ∞, `å~å â◊̀ åÉÏÌÅ∞.

<å‰õΩ xâ◊≈ÉÏÌxfl=Ùfi, ho¡=Ùfi, Pâ◊#∂!

<å‰õΩ áÈ~å\Ïxfl=Ùfi, Ö’Ç¨hfl, Jyfl Ñ¨~°fi`åbfl!

<å Õ̂Ç¨xH˜ â◊s~åÅ∞ JÜ«∞™ê¯O «̀OÖÏ J «̀∞HÀ¯h!

<å ~°HõÎ<åàÏÖ’¡H˜~å "ÕQÆOQÍ, <å <À\’¡H˜ ‰õÄ_®!

<å ã¨OÉèÏ+¨}`À =∂\Ï¡_»∞, <å ~°HõÎO ^•fi~å ‰õÄ_®!

✧✧✧✧✧
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Castro Alves From Brazil

Castro Alves from Brazil, for whom did you sing?

Did you sing for the flower? For the water

whose beauty whispered words to the stones?

Did you sing to the eyes, to the torn profile

of the woman you once loved? For the spring?

Yes, but those petals were not dewed,

those black waters had no words,

those eyes were those who saw death,

still burning the tortures behind love,

Spring was splashed with blood.

I sang for the slaves, aboard the ships

as a dark branch of wrath.

They travelled, and bled from the ships

leaving us the weight of a stolen blood.

I sang in those days against the inferno,

against the sharp languages of greed,

against the gold drenched in the torment,

against the hand that rose the whip,

against the maestros of darkness.

Each rose had one dead man in their roots.

The light, the night, the sky were covered in tears,

the eyes separated from wounded hands

and it was my voice the only one to fill the silence.
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14. „ÉˇlÖò #∞O_ç HÍ¢™⁄ì PÖˇfiãπ

„ÉˇlÖò "åã≤ F HÍ„™Èì PÖˇfiãπ, h=Ù áê_»∞ «̀∞#fl ≥̂=i HÀã¨O?
U Œ̂<åfl Ñ¨Ù+¨ÊO HÀã¨=∂? ÖËHõ h\˜HÀã¨=∂
^•x JO Œ̂O tÅÅ`À =∂@Å∞QÍ QÆ∞ã¨QÆ∞ã¨ÖÏ_çO Õ̂!
h=Ù áê_çOk Hõ#∞Å QÆ∞iOKå, ÖËHõ h=Ù XHõÑ¨C_»∞
„¿Ñq∞Oz# =∂ã≤áÈ~Ú# Ü«Ú=u ~°∂Ñ̈O QÆ∞iOKå? =ã̈O «̀O HÀã̈=∂!

J=Ù#∞, P ̂~HõÅÃÑ· =∞OK«∞aO Œ̂∞=ÙÅ∞ ÖË=Ù,
P #Å¡\˜ hà◊¡‰õΩ =∂@Å∞ ~å=Ù.
P Hõà◊√¡ K«∂™ê~Ú =∞$ «̀∞º=Ù#∞
„¿Ñ=∞ "≥#∞Hõ z„ «̀Ç≤ÏOã¨Å`À HÍÅ∞ «̀∞#fl^•xx,
~°HõÎO`À «̀_çz# =ã¨O`åxfl,

<Õ#∞ ÉÏxã¨Å HÀã¨O QÍ#O KÕ™ê#∞, F_»ÅÃÑ·
P„QÆÇ¨ÏÑ¨Ù #Å¡\˜ âßYQÍ
"åà◊√¡ „Ñ¨Ü«∂}O KÕ™ê~°∞, F_»Å #∞Oz ~°HõÎO „ã¨qOKå~°∞
^˘OyeOz# ~°HõÎÑ¨Ù ÉèÏ~åxfl =∂ÃÑ· =kÖÏ~°∞.

Jyfl *ÏfiÅÅ‰õΩ =ºuˆ~HõOQÍ P<å_»∞ <Õ#∞ áê_®#∞
Ñ¨̂ Œ∞<≥·# J`åºâ◊ ÉèÏ+¨Å‰õΩ =ºuˆ~HõOQÍ,
Ç≤ÏOã¨ÅÖ’ «̀_çz# ã¨fi~å‚xH˜ =ºuˆ~HõOQÍ
H˘~°_®#∞ ÃÑ·ÔHuÎ# KÕuH˜ =ºuˆ~HõOQÍ
pHõ\˜ ÃÑ «̀ÎO^•~°¡‰õΩ =ºuˆ~HõOQÍ.

-'„Ñ¨u QÆ∞ÖÏa K≥@∞ì ‰õΩ Œ̂∞~À¡ XHõ =∞$ «̀∞_»∞O\Ï_»∞,
HÍOu, ~å„u, PHÍâ◊O Hõhflà◊¡̀ À HõÑ¨Ê|_»̀ å~Ú,
QÍÜ«∞Ñ¨_ç# KÕ̀ «∞Å∞flOz q_»nÜ«∞|_ç# <Õ„`åÅ`À

D xâ◊≈ÉÏÌxfl xOÑ≤Ok <å XHȭ  ã¨fi~°"Õ∞—-

✤ ✤
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I wanted that from the man we could be rescued,

I believed that the route passed through the man,

and from there destiny would be made.

I sang for those who had no voice.

My voice hit doors that until then were closed

so that, fighting, Freedom could be let in.

Castro Alves from Brazil, now that your pure book

is reborn to a free land,

let me, poet of our America,

to crown your head with the laurels of the people.

Your voice joined the eternal and loud voice of the men.

You sang well. You sang how it must be sung.

✧✧✧✧✧
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=∞#O ~°H∆̃OKåeû# =ºHÎ̃ #∞Oz D =∂@ q<åÅ#∞‰õΩO\Ï#∞ <Õ#∞.

J «̀_ç ^•fi~å ãÔ̈~·# ^•i ^˘~°∞‰õΩ «̀∞O Œ̂O\Ï#∞.

P ^•iQÆ∞O_® JOu=∞ QÆ=∞ºO KÕ~°∞‰õΩO\Ï=Ú.

Q˘O «̀∞ÖËx "åiHÀã¨O <Õ#∞ QÍ#O KÕ™êÎ#∞.

JÑ¨Ê\˜ =~°‰õΩ =¸ã¨∞‰õΩ#fl «̀Å∞Ñ¨ÙÅ#∞ <å Q˘O «̀∞ `å‰õΩ «̀∞Ok.

P q è̂ŒOQÍ Ü«Ú Œ̂úO KÕã¨∂Î ¿ãfiK«Ûù#∞ Ö’Ñ¨eH˜ ≥̀̂ •ÌO.

„ÉˇlÖò "åã≤ HÍ„™⁄ì JÖˇfiãπ, WÑ¨C_»∞ h ã¨fiK«Ûù"≥∞ÿ# Ñ¨ÙãÎ̈HõO

F ¿ãfiKåÛù Õ̂â◊OÖ’ Ñ¨Ù#~°̊x‡OzOk.

=∞# J"≥∞iHÍ Hõq<≥·# ##∞fl

„Ñ¨[ezÛ# H©iÎÖÏÔ~Öò Å «̀Å`À h‰õΩ H˜s\Ïxfl `˘_»QÆh!

h ã¨fi~°O âßâ◊fi «̀ QÆOcè~° ã¨fi~åÅ =∞#∞+¨µÅ#∞ KÕ~°∞‰õΩ#flk.

h=Ù J Œ̂∞ƒù̀ «OQÍ QÍ#O KÕ™ê=Ù! ZÖÏ áê_®Ö’ JÖÏ áê_®=Ù!

✧✧✧✧✧
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Cat’s Dream

How neatly a cat sleeps,

sleeps with its paws and its posture,

sleeps with its wicked claws,

and with its unfeeling blood,

sleeps with all the ringsa

series of burnt circleswhich

have formed the odd geology

of its sand-colored tail.

I should like to sleep like a cat,

with all the fur of time,

with a tongue rough as flint,

with the dry sex of fire;

and after speaking to no one,

stretch myself over the world,

over roofs and landscapes,

with a passionate desire

to hunt the rats in my dreams.

I have seen how the cat asleep

would undulate, how the night

flowed through it like dark water;

and at times, it was going to fall

or possibly plunge into

the bare deserted snowdrifts.

Sometimes it grew so much in sleep
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15. =∂~å˚Å ã¨fiÑ¨flO

ZO «̀ K«Hȭ QÍ Ñ≤e¡ x„kã¨∞ÎOk!

Ç¨~ÚQÍ HÍà◊√¡ =Ú_»∞K«∞‰õΩx, K«Hȭ \˜ suÖ’,

"≥∂ã¨Ñ¨Ù QÀà◊¡#∞ ^•K«∞‰õΩx =∞s,

U ÉèÏ==¸ Hõ#Ñ¨_»x ~°HõÎO`À,

x„kã¨∞ÎOk Jxfl =ÅÜ«∂Ö’¡,

HÍe =∂_ç# =ÅÜ«∂Ö’¡,

XHõ qz„ «̀ Éèí∂ã≤÷ux ã¨$lã¨∞ÎOk

«̀# Wã¨∞Hõ~°OQÆ∞ `ÀHõ̀ À!

<å‰õÄ JÖÏ Ñ≤e¡ÖÏ Ñ¨_»∞HÀ"åÅ#∞O@∞Ok.

HÍÅÑ¨Ù Lxfl ~°Hõ∆}Ö’,

K≥‰õΩ=Ú‰õΩ ~å~Ú Hõ<åfl QÆ\ì̃̂ ≥·# <åÅ∞Hõ̀ À,

JyflÖÏ [fieOKÕ á⁄_ç â◊$OQÍ~°O`À,

Z=fii`À#∂ =∂\Ï¡_»‰õΩO_®

„Ñ¨Ñ¨OK«O g∞ Œ̂ ™êQÆnã¨∞‰õΩx

ÃÑ·HõÑ¨CÅ g∞ Œ̂, „Ñ¨Hõ$u Œ̂$âßºÅ g∞ Œ̂

XHõ L Õ̂fiQÆÑ¨Ù HÀiHõ̀ À,

HõÅÖ’¡ ZÅ∞Hõefl "Õ\Ï_»∞ «̀∂-

<Õ#∞ QÆ=∞xOKå#∞ Ñ≤e¡ ZÖÏ x„ Œ̂áÈ «̀∞O^À,

JÅÖÏ¡ Hõ̂ Œ∞Å∞ «̀∂, ZÖÏ ~å„u zHȭ \˜ h\˜ÖÏ

^•xÖ’ „Ñ¨=Ç≤Ïã¨∞ÎO^À, XHÀ¯™êi Ñ¨_çáÈÉ’ «̀∂,

K≥OQÆ∞# Zyi, QÆO «̀∞"Õã≤,

#QÆflOQÍ L#fl =∞OK«∞ Z_®iÖ’H˜ Œ̂∂‰õΩ «̀∞Ok.

✤ ✤
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like a tiger’s great-grandfather,

and would leap in the darkness over

rooftops, clouds and volcanoes.

Sleep, sleep cat of the night,

with episcopal ceremony

and your stone-carved moustache.

Take care of all our dreams;

control the obscurity

of our slumbering prowess

with your relentless heart

and the great ruff of your tail.

Translated by Alastair Reid

✧✧✧✧✧



59

XHÀ¯™êi x„ Œ̂Ö’ ZO «̀ L|∞ƒ «̀∞O Œ̂O>Ë

Ñ¨ÙeH˜ =Ú`åÎ̀ «ÖÏ!

pHõ\˜ =∂@∞# Œ̂∂‰õΩ «̀∞Ok

ÃÑ·HõÑ¨CÅ g∞ Œ̂, "Õ∞Ñ¶̈∂Å g∞ Œ̂, Jyfl Ñ¨~°fi`åÅÃÑ·!

x„ Œ̂áÈ, x„ Œ̂áÈ ~å„u =∂~å˚Å=∂!

K«iÛ a+¨ÑπÅ L «̀û= suÖ’

tÅÖ’ tbÊHõiOz# QÆ_»¤O`À

h HõÅÅxfl\˜h Ñ¨kÅÑ¨~°K«∞HÀ!

=∂ Jã¨Ê+ì̈̀ «#∞ xÜ«∞O„uã¨∂Î

x Œ̂∞iã¨∞Î#fl <≥·Ñ¨Ù}Ïºxfl "Õ∞ÖÁ¯Å∞Ñ¨Ù,

h q„âßOu ÖËx Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞O`À,

h Q˘Ñ¨Ê ‰õΩK«∞Û `ÀHõ̀ À!

✧✧✧✧✧
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16. Chant To Bolivar

Our Father thou art in Heaven,

in water, in air

in all our silent and broad latitude

everything bears your name, Father in our dwelling:

your name raises sweetness in sugar cane

Bolivar tin has a Bolivar gleam

the Bolívar bird flies over the Bolivar volcano

the potato, the saltpeter, the special shadows,

the brooks, the phosphorous stone veins

everything comes from your extinguished life

your legacy was rivers, plains, bell towers

your legacy is our daily bread, oh Father.

✧✧✧✧✧
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16. ÉÁe=~ü‰õΩ =∞O„̀ ÀKåÛù@#

ã¨fi~°æOÖ’ L#fl =∂ «̀O„_ô!

h\˜Ö’, QÍeÖ’,

=∂ "≥Ú «̀ÎO xâ◊≈|Ì, qâßÅ JH∆ÍOâ◊OÖ’

„Ñ¨un h ¿Ñ~°∞#∞ Hõey L#flk† =∂ x"åã¨OÖ’ L#fl «̀O„_ô!

K≥~°∞‰õΩQÆ_»Ö’x =∂ è̂Œ∞~°ºO h ¿Ñ~°∞.

ÉÁe=~ü «̀QÆ~°O \˜#∞fl‰õΩ ÉÁe=~ü "≥∞~°∞Ñ¨Ù#flk.

ÉÁe=~ü Ñ¨H∆̃ ZQÆ∞~°∞ÎOk ÉÁe=~ü JyflÑ¨~°fi «̀OÃÑ·,

|OQÍà◊̂ Œ∞OÑ¨, ™êÖòìÑ‘@~ü «̀∞áêH˜ =∞O Œ̂∞, „Ñ῭ ÕºHõ"≥∞ÿ# h_»Å∞,

ÃãÅÜÕ∞~°∞¡, ÉèÏã¨fi~°Ñ¨Ù tÅÅ <åàÏÅ∞,

„Ñ¨un h PiáÈ~Ú# rq «̀O #∞OKÕ =™êÎ~Ú.

h "å~°ã῭ «fiO # Œ̂∞Å∞, "≥∞ÿ̂ •<åÅ∞, QÆO@Å |∞~°∞AÅ∞

h "å~°ã῭ «fiO =∂ ≥̂·#Ok# PÇ¨~°O, F =∂ «̀O„_ô!

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Clenched Soul

We have lost even this twilight.

No one saw us this evening hand in hand

while the blue night dropped on the world.

I have seen from my window

the fiesta of sunset in the distant mountain tops.

Sometimes a piece of sun

burned like a coin in my hand.

I remembered you with my soul clenched

in that sadness of mine that you know.

Where were you then?

Who else was there?

Saying what?

Why will the whole of love come on me suddenly

when I am sad and feel you are far away?

The book fell that always closed at twilight

and my blue sweater rolled like a hurt dog at my feet.

Always, always you recede through the evenings

toward the twilight erasing statues.

✧✧✧✧✧
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17. ayOz# P «̀‡

"Õ∞=Ú HÀÖ’ÊÜ«∂=Ú D ã¨O è̂•ºã¨=∞Ü«∂xfl ‰õÄ_®,

Z=~°∂ K«∂_»ÖË̂ Œ∞ D ™êÜ«∞OHÍÅO "Õ∞O KÕuÖ’ KÕ~Ú "Õã¨∞‰õΩx #_»=_»O,

„Ñ¨Ñ¨OK«O g∞ Œ̂ he~å„u Ñ¨_ÕO «̀Ö’Ñ¨Ù.

<å H˜\˜H© #∞Oz K«∂™ê#∞

Œ̂∂~°Ñ¨Ù H˘O_»Å tY~åÅÃÑ· ã¨∂~åºãÎ̈=∞Ü«∞Ñ¨Ù qO Œ̂∞

XHÀ¯™êi ã¨∂~°∞º_ç â◊HõÅO

<å KÕuÖ’x <å}ˇOÖÏ HÍÅ∞ «̀∞Ok.

x#∞fl QÆ∞~°∞Î ≥̀K«∞Û‰õΩ<åfl#∞ <å ayOz# P «̀‡`À

h‰õΩ ≥̀eã≤# <å qKå~°OÖ’,

ZHȭ _»∞<åfl=Ñ¨C_»∞ h=Ù?

h`Àáê@∞ Z=~°∞<åfl~°∞?

UO =∂\Ï¡_»∞‰õΩ<åfl~°∞? ZO Œ̂∞‰õΩ D „¿Ñ=∞O`å

K«@∞‰õΩ¯# <åÃÑ·# q~°∞K«∞‰õΩÑ¨_çOk, <Õ#∞ qKå~°OQÍ

L#flÑ¨Ù_»∞, h=Ù Œ̂∂~°OQÍ L<åfl=x J#∞‰õΩ#flÑ¨Ù_»∞?

ã¨O è̂•ºã¨=∞Ü«∞OÖ’ ZÑ¨C_»∂ =¸ã¨∞‰õΩ<Õ Ñ¨ÙãÎ̈HõO H˜O Œ̂Ñ¨_çOk

h he Ããfi@ì~°∞ QÍÜ«∞Ñ¨_ç# ‰õΩHȭ ÖÏ <å áê^•Å = Œ̂Ì‰õΩ ^˘i¡Ok.

ZÑ¨C_»∞, ZÅ¡Ñ¨C_»∂ h=Ù ™êÜ«∞OHÍÖÏÅ QÆ∞O_® "≥o¡áÈ`å=Ù,

q„QÆÇ¨Å#∞ K≥~°∞Ñ¨Ù‰õΩO@∂ ã¨O è̂•ºHÍO «̀∞Å "ÕÑ¨Ù.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Death Alone

There are lone cemeteries,

tombs full of soundless bones,

the heart threading a tunnel,

a dark, dark tunnel :

like a wreck we die to the very core,

as if drowning at the heart

or collapsing inwards from skin to soul.

There are corpses,

clammy slabs for feet,

there is death in the bones,

like a pure sound,

a bark without its dog,

out of certain bells, certain tombs

swelling in this humidity like lament or rain.

I see, when alone at times,

coffins under sail

setting out with the pale dead, women in their dead braids,

bakers as white as angels,

thoughtful girls married to notaries,

coffins ascending the vertical river of the dead,

the wine-dark river to its source,

with their sails swollen with the sound of death,

filled with the silent noise of death.
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18. XO@iQÍ =∞$ «̀∞º=Ù

JHȭ _» L<åfl~Ú XO@i ã¨‡âß<åÅ∞.
ã¨=∂ è̂Œ∞Å xO_® K«Ñ¨C_»∞ ~åx Z=ÚHõÅ∞.
Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞O XHõ ™⁄~°OQÍxfl «̀=Ùfi «̀∞Ok «̀#Ö’,
P pHõ\˜, pHõ\˜ ™⁄~°OQÆOÖ’ HõkeáÈ «̀∞Ok.
F q è̂ŒfiOã¨OÖÏ =∞#O =¸ÅO =~°‰õΩ =∞~°}˜™êÎ=Ú,
Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞O =Úxy#@∞¡
ÖË̂ • K«~°‡O #∞Oz P «̀‡=~°‰õΩ Ö’Ñ¨eH˜ ‰õΩOzOK«∞‰õΩáÈ~Ú#@∞¡.

JHȭ _» L<åfl~Ú â◊"åÅ∞.
HÍà◊¡‰õΩ | Œ̂∞Å∞ «̀_çz# <åÑ¨~åà◊√¡
JHȭ _» Z=ÚHõÅÖ’ =∞$ «̀∞º=Ù#flk
XHõ ã¨fiK«Ûù"≥∞ÿ# â◊|ÌOÖÏ,
‰õΩHȭ ÖËx "≥Ú~°∞QÆ∞ÖÏ
H˘xfl QÆO@Ö’¡Oz, H˘xfl ã¨=∂ è̂Œ∞Ö’¡Oz,
D LHȭ É’ «̀#∞ Z‰õΩ¯= KÕã¨∂Î U_»∞Ñ¨ÙÖÏ, =~°¬OÖÏ!

<Õ#∞ K«∂™ê#∞, XO@iQÍ J<ÕHõ™ê~°∞¡
≥̀~°KåÑ¨ H˜O Œ̂ â◊=¿Ñ\˜HõÅ#∞,

áêeáÈ~Ú# =∞$ «̀∞Å`À, ¢ã‘ÎÅ∞ «̀=∞ [_»Å`À,
~˘>ì̌Å∞ KÕ¿ã"åà◊√¡ ≥̀Å¡QÍ Õ̂= Œ̂∂ «̀ÖÏ¡,
≥̀eqQÆÅ P_»Ñ≤Å¡Å∞ <À@sÅ#∞ ÃÑo¡ KÕã¨∞‰õΩ<Õ"åà◊√¡

â◊=¿Ñ\˜HõÅ∞ Z‰õΩ¯ «̀∞<åfl~Ú =∞$ «̀∞Å T~°úfi „Ñ¨"åÇ¨Ï #kx.
„^•Hõ∆~°OQÆ∞ #k ^•x =¸ÖÏxH˜,
Laƒ# ≥̀~°KåÑ¨Å∞ =∞$ «̀∞ºâ◊ÉÏÌÅ‰õΩ
xOÑ¨|_»∞ «̀∞<åfl~Ú =∞$ «̀∞º xâ◊≈|Ì <å^•Å`À.

✤ ✤
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Death is drawn to sound

like a slipper without a foot, a suit without its wearer,

comes to knock with a ring, stoneless and fingerless,

comes to shout without a mouth, a tongue, without a throat.

Nevertheless its footsteps sound

and its clothes echo, hushed like a tree.

I do not know, I am ignorant, I hardly see

but it seems to me that its song has the colour of wet violets,

violets well used to the earth,

since the face of death is green,

and the gaze of death green

with the etched moisture of a violet’s leaf

and its grave colour of exasperated winter.

But death goes about the earth also, riding a broom

lapping the ground in search of the dead -

death is in the broom,

it is the tongue of death looking for the dead,

the needle of death looking for the thread.

Death lies in our beds :

in the lazy mattresses, the black blankets,

lives a full stretch and then suddenly blows,

blows sound unknown filling out the sheets

and there are beds sailing into a harbour

where death is waiting, dressed as an admiral.

✧✧✧✧✧
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=∞$ «̀∞º=Ù è̂Œfixã¨∞ÎOk
áê Œ̂OÖËx áê Œ̂~°Hõ∆ÖÏ, `˘_ç̂Q"å_»∞ ÖËx ã¨∂@∞ÖÏ
LOQÆ~°O`À «̀Å∞Ñ¨Ù «̀_»∞ÎOk, ~å~¸ LO_»̂ Œ∞, "ÕÅ∂ LO_»̂ Œ∞.
=ã¨∞ÎOk <À~°∞ ÖË‰õΩO_® J~°=_®xH˜, <åÅ∞Hõ ÖË̂ Œ∞, Q˘O «̀∂ÖË̂ Œ∞.
J~Ú<å ^•x HÍà◊√¡ K«Ñ¨C_»∞ KÕ™êÎ~Ú,
Œ̂∞ã¨∞ÎÅ∞ „Ñ¨u è̂Œfix™êÎ~Ú, K≥@¡ <À~°∞ =¸Ü«∞|_ç!

<å‰õΩ ≥̀eÜ«∞ Œ̂∞, <Õ#∞ J=∂Ü«∞‰õΩ_çx, <Õ#∞ K«∂_»ÖË#∞
HÍh <Õ##∞‰õΩO\Ï#∞ ^•x áê@ ~°OQÆ∞ =Ü≥ÚÖˇ\ò-T^•=~°‚=∞x
=Ü≥ÚÖˇ@∞¡ <ÕÅ‰õΩ ã¨∞Ñ¨iz «̀"Õ∞!
J~Ú Õ̀ =∞$ «̀∞º= Œ̂#O P‰õΩÑ¨K«Û =~°‚O,
=∞$ «̀∞ºgHõ∆}O P‰õΩÑ¨K«Û =~°‚O,
T^•~°OQÆ∞ P‰õΩÃÑ· K≥H˜̄ # K≥=∞‡ «̀_ç
^•x ã¨=∂kè ~°OQÆ∞ HÀÑ≤Oz# j`åHÍÅOÖÏ LO@∞Ok.

pÑ¨Ù~°∞Hõ@ì g∞ Œ̂ ™êfis KÕã¨∂Î =∞$ «̀∞º=Ù, <ÕÅÃÑ· u~°∞QÆ∞ «̀∞Ok
=∞$ «̀∞ÅHÀã¨O "≥̂ Œ∞‰õΩ «̀∂ HõÅÜ«∞ K«∂ã¨∞ÎOk.
pÑ¨Ù~°∞ Hõ@ìÖ’ L#flk =∞$ «̀∞º=Ù.
Jk =∞$ «̀∞Å HÀã¨O "≥̂ Œ∞‰õΩ «̀∞#fl <åÅ∞Hõ.
=∞$ «̀∞º=Ù ã¨∂k ^•~°O HÀã¨O "≥̂ Œ∞‰õΩ «̀∞#flk.

=∞$ «̀∞º=Ù =∞# â◊Ü«∞ºÅÃÑ· â◊Ü«∞xã¨∞ÎOk.
|^ŒÌHõÑ¨Ù Ñ¨~°∞Ñ¨ÙÅÖ’, #Å¡\˜ ^Œ∞Ñ¨Ê@¡Ö’,
Ñ¨ÓiÎHÍÅO rqOz, JHõ™ê‡ «̀∞ÎQÍ T Œ̂∞ «̀∞Ok,
Œ̂∞Ñ¨Ê@¡ #∞Oz â◊|ÌO |Ü«∞@‰õΩ áÈÜÕ∞ÖÏ QÆ\ì̃QÍ,

Ç¨~°ƒ~°∞Ö’H˜ =∞OKåÅ∞ „Ñ¨Ü«∂}O KÕã¨∞ÎO\Ï~Ú.

JHȭ _» =∞$ «̀∞º=Ù "Õz =ÙO@∞Ok, J_ç‡~°Öò Œ̂∞ã¨∞ÎÅÖ’!

✧✧✧✧✧
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Drunk As Drunk

Drunk as drunk on turpentine

From your open kisses,

Your wet body wedged

Between my wet body and the strake

Of our boat that is made of flowers,

Feasted, we guide it - our fingers

Like tallows adorned with yellow metal -

Over the sky’s hot rim,

The day’s last breath in our sails.

Pinned by the sun between solstice

And equinox, drowsy and tangled together

We drifted for months and woke

With the bitter taste of land on our lips,

Eyelids all sticky, and we longed for lime

And the sound of a rope

Lowering a bucket down its well. Then,

We came by night to the Fortunate Isles,

And lay like fish

Under the net of our kisses.

Translated from the Spanish by Christopher Logue

✧✧✧✧✧
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19. `åQÆ∞É’`«∞QÍ `åQÆ∞É’`«∞

@Ô~ÊO>ÿ̌<£ g∞ Œ̂ `åQÆ∞É’ «̀∞QÍ `åQÆ∞É’ «̀∞

h ÉÏÇ¨Ïº K«∞O|<åÅ #∞Oz,

h K≥=∞‡ye¡# â◊s~°Ñ¨Ù JOK«∞ #∞Oz,

<å «̀_çz# Õ̂Ç¨ÏO, Ñ¨ÓÅ`À KÕã≤# Ñ¨_»= JOK«∞Å =∞ è̂Œº

=∞#O qO Œ̂∞ KÕã¨∞‰õΩ<åflO, =∞# "Õà◊¡#∞ HõkÑ≤

Ñ¨ã¨∞Ñ¨Ù Ö’Ç¨ÏO`À JÅOHõiOK«|_ç# H˘=Ùfi â◊HõÖÏÖÏ¡

PHÍâ◊Ñ¨Ù "Õ_ç JOK«∞#∞ «̀_ç=∂=Ú.

=∞# ≥̀~°KåÑ¨ÅÖ’ P k#Ñ¨Ù PYi TÑ≤i`À.

HÍÖÏxH˜ q+¨µ= «̀∞Î‰õΩ =∞ è̂Œº ã¨∂~°∞º_çÖÏ

=∞QÆ̀ «QÍ ÃÑ#"Õã¨∞‰õΩx W Œ̂Ì~°O

<≥ÅÅ áê@∞ Ñ¨Ü«∞xOz "Õ∞Å∞‰õΩ<åflO,

<ÕÅ KÕ̂ Œ∞ =∞# ÃÑ^•ÅÃÑ·

JO@∞‰õΩ#fl Hõ#∞Ô~Ñ¨ÊÅ`À, =∞#O xsH∆̃OKåO ã¨∞#flO HÀã¨O

|ÔH¯@∞ì#∞ ÉÏqÖ’H˜ *Ï~°q_çKÕ KÕ̂ Œ̀ å_»∞ è̂ŒfixHÀã¨O

JÑ¨C_»∞ =∞#O ~å„uÑ¨Ó@ KÕ~°∞Hõ∞O\ÏO J Œ̂$+ì̈ n=ÙÅ‰õΩ

KÕÑ¨ÖÏ¡ Ñ¨_»∞‰õΩO\ÏO

=∞# =Ú Œ̂∞ÌÅ =Å H˜O Œ̂!

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Enigma With Flower

Victory. It has come late, I had not learnt

how to arrive, like the lily, at will,

the white figure, that pierces

the motionless eternity of earth,

pushing at clear, faint, form,

till the hour strikes: that clay,

with a white ray, or a spur of milk.

Shedding of clothing, the thick darkness of soil,

on whose cliff the fair flower advances,

till the flag of its whiteness

defeats the contemptible deep of night,

and, from the motion of light,

spills itself in astonished seed.

✧✧✧✧✧
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20. á⁄_»∞Ñ¨ÙHõ̂ äŒ Ñ¨Ù=Ùfi`À

q[Ü«∞O. PÅã¨ºOQÍ =zÛOk. <Õ#∞ <Õ~°∞ÛHÀÖË̂ Œ∞.

ZÖÏ ~å"åÖ’, eb¡ÖÏ, <åH˜+ì̈"≥∞ÿ#Ñ¨C_»∞,

≥̀Å¡\˜ ~°∂Ñ¨O, <ÕÅÜ≥ÚHȭ  K«Å#~°Ç≤Ï «̀ âßâ◊fi «̀̀ åfixfl

QÆ∞K«∞Û‰õΩáÈ «̀∞Ok, ã¨fiK«Ûù"≥∞ÿ#

=∞ã¨Hõ ~°∂áêxfl =ÚO Œ̂∞‰õΩ`Àã¨∂Î,

QÆO@ H˘>Ëì=~°‰õÄ, P =∞\ì̃,

XHõ ≥̀Å¡\˜ H˜~°}O`À, ÖË̂ • áêÅg∞QÆ_» ≥̀@∞ì̀ À

Œ̂∞ã¨∞Îefl q_çz, <ÕÅ zHȭ \˜ pHõ\˜.

^•x tY~°O g∞ Œ̂ JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# Ñ¨Ù=Ùfi =ÚO Œ̂∞‰õΩ áÈ «̀∞Ok.

^•x ≥̀Å¡\˜ *ˇO_®

hK«"≥∞ÿ# QÍ_è»~å„ux F_çOKÕO «̀ =~°‰õÄ

F J Œ̂∞ƒù̀ « HÍOu K«Å#O

«̀#x `å#∞ Pâ◊Û~°ºÑ¨Ù q «̀Î#OÖ’ q~°l"Õ∞‡O «̀ =~°‰õÄ!

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Enigmas

You’ve asked me what the lobster is weaving there with

his golden feet?

I reply, the ocean knows this.

You say, what is the ascidia waiting for in its transparent

bell? What is it waiting for?

I tell you it is waiting for time, like you.

You ask me whom the Macrocystis alga hugs in its arms?

Study, study it, at a certain hour, in a certain sea I know.

You question me about the wicked tusk of the narwhal,

and I reply by describing

how the sea unicorn with the harpoon in it dies.

You enquire about the kingfisher’s feathers,

which tremble in the pure springs of the southern tides?

Or you’ve found in the cards a new question touching on

the crystal architecture

of the sea anemone, and you’ll deal that to me now?

You want to understand the electric nature of the ocean

spines?

The armored stalactite that breaks as it walks?

The hook of the angler fish, the music stretched out

in the deep places like a thread in the water?

I want to tell you the ocean knows this, that life in its

jewel boxes

is endless as the sand, impossible to count, pure,

and among the blood-colored grapes time has made the

petal
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21. ã¨=∞ã¨ºÅ∞

h=Ù ##fl_çQÍ=Ù P ~˘Ü«∞º ̀ «# |OQÆ~°∞ áê^•Å`À, UO <Õã̈∞Î#fl Œ̂x?

<Õ#<åfl#∞- 'ã¨=Ú„^•xH˜ ≥̀Å∞ã¨∞ P q+¨Ü«∞O—

h=Ù ##fl_çQÍ=Ù- P ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù â◊O‰õΩ=Ù- Jãπã≤_çÜ«∂ ̀ «# áê~°̂ Œ~°≈Hõ QÆO@`À

UO KÕã¨∞Î#flk, Õ̂xÔH· "ÕzK«∂ã¨∞Î#fl Œ̂x?

<Õ#<åfl#∞- 'Jn hÖÏ<Õ "ÕzK«∂ã¨∞Î#flk HÍÅO HÀã¨O—-

h=_çQÍ=Ù- P =∂„H˘ã≤ã̈∞ì PÖËæ Z=ix ̀ «# KÕ̀ «∞Ö’Î Ç̈Ï «̀∞Î‰õΩ#fl Œ̂x?

Ñ̈ijeOK«∞, Ñ̈ijeOK«∞, F „Ñ̈ Õ̀ºHõ"≥∞ÿ# Ñ¶∞̈_çÜ«∞Ö’ K≥|∞ «̀∞Ok ã̈=Ú„ Œ̂O.

h=_çQÍ=Ù- #~°"åÖò =OK«<å Œ̂O «̀O QÆ∞iOz, <Õ#∞ K≥áêÊ#∞.

-ZÖÏ h\˜ QÆ∞„~°O «̀# Ç¨~°∂Ê<£̀ À ã¨Ç¨ ZÖÏ K«xáÈ «̀∞O^À!

h=Ù H˜OQ∑Ñ¶≤+¨~ü Ñ¨H∆̃ DHõÅ QÆ∞iOz J_çQÍ=Ù-

Jq Œ̂H∆̃}k‰õΩ¯ P@∞áÈ@¡ ã¨fiK«Ûù"≥∞ÿ# [Å è̂•~°Å‰õΩ =}∞‰õΩ`å~Ú.

h=Ù HÍ~°∞¤ÅÖ’ Hõ#∞Q˘<åfl=Ù ã̈Êù\H̃õ x~å‡}O "≥∂ã̈∞Î#fl H˘ «̀Î „Ñ̈â◊fl#∞.

ã‘ Px"≥∂<£#∞, ^•x QÆ∞iOz ##∞fl J_»∞QÆ∞ «̀∞<åfl=Ù.

h=Ù J~°÷O KÕã̈∞HÀ Œ̂Å∞K«∞‰õΩ<åfl=Ù ã̈=Ú„ Œ̂OÖ’xq q Œ̂∞º ǜ "≥#∞flÑ̈Óã̈Å#∞

#_»∞ã¨∞Î#flÑ¨Ù_»∞ qiyáÈÜÕ∞ Hõ=KåÅ ™êìÅÔHìÂ\ò#∞,

UOQÆ¡~ü KÕÑ̈ H˘̂H¯xfl, h\Ö̃’ ̂ •~°OÖÏ Ö’ ≥̀·# „Ñ̈ Õ̂âßÅÖ’ ™ê̂Q ã̈Ow`åxfl.

<Õ#∞ K≥|∞^•=∞#∞‰õΩ<åfl#∞, Jk ã̈=Ú„^•xH̃ ̀ ≥Å∞ã̈x, ̂ •x #QÆÅÃÑ>̌ìÖ’

rq «̀O Wã¨∞HõÖÏ J#O «̀=∞x, ÖˇH˜̄ OK«ÖËx, ã¨fiK«Ûù"≥∞ÿ# Œ̂h,

~°HõÎ=~°‚ „^•Hõ∆Å =∞ è̂Œº HÍÅO «̀Ü«∂~°∞KÕã≤# "≥∞i¿ã QÆ\ì̃̂~HõÅ∞,

*ˇb¡KÕÑ¨#∞ HÍOu=O «̀O KÕã≤, ^•x =Ú_»∞Å∞ qÑ¨Ênã≤, ^•x

✤ ✤
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hard and shiny, made the jellyfish full of light

and untied its knot, letting its musical threads fall

from a horn of plenty made of infinite mother-of-pearl.

I am nothing but the empty net which has gone on ahead

of human eyes, dead in those darknesses,

of fingers accustomed to the triangle, longitudes

on the timid globe of an orange.

I walked around as you do, investigating

the endless star,

and in my net, during the night, I woke up naked,

the only thing caught, a fish trapped inside the wind.

Translated by Robert Bly
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ã¨Ow «̀ ^•~åÅ∞ Ñ¨_çáÈQÍ, J#O «̀Ñ¨Ù =Ú`åºÅ=∂ «̀

^•~åÅ#∞Oz «̀Ü«∂~°∞ KÕã≤#@∞¡.

<Õ#∞ F MÏm =Å#∞, Jk =∂#=ÙÅ <Õ„`åÅHõ<åfl =ÚO Œ̂∞‰õΩ "≥o¡áÈ~ÚOk.

pHõ@¡Ö’ =∞$uK≥OkOk. „uHÀ}ÏxH˜ JÅ"å@∞Ñ¨_ç# "Õà◊√¡,

Ñ≤iH˜ <åiO[ QÀàÏÅ ̂~MÏOâßÅ Ñ¨iq∞ «̀∞Å∞,

hÖÏ<Õ <Õ#∞ K«∞@∂ì~å #_çKå#∞. JO «̀∞ÖËx `å~°#∞ Ñ¨iâ’kèã¨∂Î

<å =ÅÖ’, ~å„uÑ¨Ó@, <Õ#∞ x„ Œ̂"Õ∞Å∞‰õΩ<åfl#∞ #QÆflOQÍ,

<Õ#∞ Ñ¨@∞ì‰õΩ#fl Œ̂ÖÏ¡, QÍeÖ’ z‰õΩ¯Ñ¨_ç# KÕÑ¨#∞.

✧✧✧✧✧
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Entrance Of The Rivers

Beloved of the rivers,beset

By azure water and transparent drops,

Like a tree of veins your spectre

Of dark goddess biting apples:

And then awakening naked

To be tattoed by the rivers,

And in the wet heights your head

Filled the world with new dew.

Water rose to your waist,

You are made of wellsprings

And lakes shone on your forehead.

From your sources of density you drew

Water like vital tears

And hauled the riverbeds to the sand

Across the planetary night,

Crossing rough, dilated stone,

Breaking down on the way

All the salt of geology,

Cutting through forests of compact walls

Dislodging the muscles of quartz.

✧✧✧✧✧
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22. #n =ÚY^•fi~åÅ∞

# Œ̂∞Å „¿Ñq∞‰õΩ_®!

he~°OQÆ∞ [ÖÏÅ∞, áê~°̂ Œ~°≈Hõ h\˜ aO Œ̂∞=ÙÅ`À PHõi¬OÑ¨|_ç

~°HõÎ<åàÏÅ =$Hõ∆OÖÏ, h ~å[ Œ̂O_»O L#flk.

UÑ≤Öò Ñ¨à◊¡#∞ H˘~°∞‰õΩ «̀∞#fl pHõ\˜ Õ̂= «̀Å`À,

#QÆflOQÍ L#fl# "≥∞Å‰õΩ=

# Œ̂∞Å`À Ñ¨K«ÛÉÁ@∞ì á⁄_çÑ≤OK«∞HÀQÍ

«̀_ç tY~åÅÖ’ h t~°ã¨∞û

H˘ «̀Î á⁄QÆ=∞OK«∞`À „Ñ¨Ñ¨OKåxfl xOÑ¨Ù «̀∞Ok.

hà◊√¡ h #_»∞O =~°‰õΩ =KåÛ~Ú,

h #∞ Œ̂∞\˜g∞ Œ̂ HÍ#=KÕÛ [Å è̂•~°Å∞, ã¨~°ã¨∞ûÅ`À

KÕÜ«∞|_ç „Ñ¨HÍtã¨∞Î<åfl=Ù h=Ù.

h =¸ÅÑ¨Ù ™êO„ Œ̂̀ « #∞Oz h=Ù h\˜x

=ÚYº"≥∞ÿ# r= J„â◊√=ÙÅ∞QÍ ≥̀ã¨∞Î<åfl=Ù.

#k J_»∞QÆ∞ ÉèÏQÍefl Wã¨∞Hõ"ÕÑ¨Ù <≥_»∞Î<åfl=Ù,

„QÆÇ¨Ï~å„ «̀∞Å‰õΩ J_»¤OQÍ

QÆ~°∞Hõ Hõiî# tÅÅ#∞ ^•\˜

^•iÖ’ q~°QÆQ˘_»∞ «̀∞<åfl=Ù

Éèí∂QÆ~°ƒùâßGÑ¨Ù Å=}Ïefl "≥Ú «̀ÎO!

J_»=ÙÅ zHȭ \˜ QÀ_»Å#∞ HÀã¨∞‰õΩO@∂,

HÍfi~üì˚ HõO_»Å#∞ `˘ÅQÆ̂ Àã¨∞‰õΩO@∂!

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Fable Of The Mermaid

and The Drunks

All those men were there inside,

when she came in totally naked.

They had been drinking: they began to spit.

Newly come from the river, she knew nothing.

She was a mermaid who had lost her way.

The insults flowed down her gleaming flesh.

Obscenities drowned her golden breasts.

Not knowing tears, she did not weep tears.

Not knowing clothes, she did not have clothes.

They blackened her with burnt corks and cigarette stubs,

and rolled around laughing on the tavern floor.

She did not speak because she had no speech.

Her eyes were the colour of distant love,

her twin arms were made of white topaz.

Her lips moved, silent, in a coral light,

and suddenly she went out by that door.

Entering the river she was cleaned,

shining like a white stone in the rain,

and without looking back she swam again

swam towards emptiness, swam towards death.

✧✧✧✧✧
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23. [ÅHõ#º-`åQÆ∞É’ «̀∞Å Hõ̂ äŒ

P =∞#∞+¨µºÅ∞ Ö’Ñ¨Å L<åfl~°∞,

P"≥∞ #QÆflOQÍ JHȭ _»‰õΩ =KÕÛã¨iH˜.

"åà◊√¡ `åQÆ∞ «̀∞<åfl~°∞, `åy L=Ú‡ «̀∞<åfl~°∞.

H˘ «̀ÎQÍ #k #∞Oz =zÛOk P"≥∞, Ug∞ ≥̀eÜ«∞xk.

P"≥∞ ^•i «̀Ñ≤Ê# [ÅHõ#º.

"≥∞~°∞ã¨∞Î#fl P"≥∞ â◊s~°OÃÑ·  "åà◊¡ Œ̂∂+¨}Å∞ „Ñ¨=Ç≤ÏOKå~Ú.

P"≥∞ ã¨fi~°‚ =H∆À*ÏÅ#∞ "åà◊¡ hK«Ñ¨Ù =∂@Å∞ =ÚOz"Õ™ê~Ú.

Hõhflà◊√¡ ≥̀eÜ«∞"å"≥∞‰õΩ, U_çÛ Hõhflà◊√¡ HÍ~°ÛÖË̂ •"≥∞.

=„™êÎÅ∞ ≥̀eÜ«∞"å"≥∞‰õΩ, Œ̂∞ã¨∞ÎÅ∞ è̂ŒiOK«ÖË̂ •"≥∞!

=∞O_»∞ «̀∞#fl a~°_®Å∞, ã≤QÆÔ~@∞ì =ÚHȭ Å`À HÍeÛ<å~å"≥∞#∞ #Å¡QÍ,

=∞ è̂Œ∞âßÅ <ÕÅg∞ Œ̂ ^˘i¡Oz<å~°∞ ¿ÇÏà◊#QÍ,

XHȭ =∂@ =∂\Ï¡_»ÖË̂ •"≥∞, =∂@Å∞ ~å=Ù Hõ#∞Hõ.

P"≥∞ Hõ#∞Å ~°OQÆ∞ ã¨∞ Œ̂∂~° „¿Ñ=∞ =~°‚O.

xâ◊≈|ÌOQÍ HõkÖÏ~Ú P"≥∞ ÃÑ^•Å∞ Ñ¨QÆ_®Å HÍOuÖ’,

K«@∞‰õΩ¯# P"≥∞ "≥o¡áÈ~ÚOk |Ü«∞@‰õΩ «̀Å∞Ñ¨Ù ≥̀~°∞K«∞‰õΩx,

#kÖ’H˜ "≥o¡ «̀##∞ `å#∞ â◊√„ÉèíO KÕã¨∞‰õΩ#flk.

"å#Ö’ «̀_çz Ñ¨iâ◊√ Œ̂ú"≥∞ÿ# ≥̀Å¡\˜ áêÅ~å~ÚÖÏ,

"≥#H˜̄  uiy K«∂_»‰õΩO_® D Œ̂∞ «̀∂ "≥o¡áÈ~ÚOk.

â◊¥#ºO "ÕÑ¨Ù D Œ̂∞ «̀∂ "≥o¡áÈ~ÚOk, =∞$ «̀∞º=Ù "ÕÑ¨Ù!

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Finale

Matilde, years or days

sleeping, feverish,

here or there,

gazing off,

twisting my spine,

bleeding true blood,

perhaps I awaken

or am lost, sleeping:

hospital beds, foreign windows,

white uniforms of the silent walkers,

the clumsiness of feet.

And then, these journeys

and my sea of renewal:

your head on the pillow,

your hands floating

in the light, in my light,

over my earth.

It was beautiful to live

when you lived!

The world is bluer and of the earth

at night, when I sleep

enormous, within your small hands

✧✧✧✧✧
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24. JO «̀º=Ú

=∞\˜Ö¤̌, ã¨O= «̀û~åÅ∞, ~ÀAÅ∞,
x„kã¨∂Î, [fi~°OQÍ
WHȭ _», JHȭ _»
K«∂_»_»O =∂x
<å "≥<≥fl=ÚHõ#∞ "≥∞e"Õã¨∂Î LO_»QÍ
x[~°HÍÎxfl F_»∞ «̀∂
|Ç¨ïâß "Õ∞Å∞‰õΩO\Ï#∞ <Õ#∞.
ÖË̂ • HÀÖ’Ê`å#∞, x„kã¨∂Î-
Ç¨ã≤Ê@Öò =∞OKåÅ∞, q Õ̂â◊Ñ¨Ù q è̂Œ=Å∞,
xâ◊≈|ÌOQÍ #_çKÕ"åà◊¡ ≥̀Å¡\˜ XˆH~°OQÆ∞ Œ̂∞ã¨∞ÎÅ∞.
áê^•Å zO Œ̂~°=O Œ̂~°.

JÑ¨C_»∞, D „Ñ¨Ü«∂}ÏÅ∞,
Ñ¨Ù#~å=$ «̀Ñ¨Ù ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂O,
«̀ÅQÆ_»g∞ Œ̂ h t~°ã¨∞û,

h KÕ̀ «∞Å∞ Õ̀Å∞ «̀∂
"≥Å∞QÆ∞Ö’, <å "≥Å∞QÆ∞Ö’,
<å <ÕÅÃÑ·.
h=Ù rqOz# KÀ@
rqOK«_»O F JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# J#∞Éèí=O!

D „Ñ¨Ñ¨OK«O =∞iO «̀ he=~°‚O,
~å„uÑ¨Ó@ <ÕÅ‰õÄ_®,
<Õ#∞ QÍ_è»OQÍ x„ Œ̂áÈ~Ú#Ñ¨C_»∞

h zxfl KÕ̀ «∞ÅÖ’!

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Fleas Interest Me So Much

Fleas interest me so much

that I let them bite me for hours.

They are perfect, ancient, Sanskrit,

machines that admit of no appeal.

They do not bite to eat,

they bite only to jump;

they are the dancers of the celestial sphere,

delicate acrobats

in the softest and most profound circus;

let them gallop on my skin,

divulge their emotions,

amuse themselves with my blood,

but someone should introduce them to me.

I want to know them closely,

I want to know what to rely on.

✧✧✧✧✧
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25. *’sQÆÅÃÑ· <å‰õΩ Pã¨HÎ̃ Z‰õΩ¯=

*’sQÆÅ∞ ##∞fl PHõi¬™êÎ~Ú q∞H˜̄ eQÍ,

JO Œ̂∞ˆH "å\˜x ##∞fl QÆO@ÅH˘nÌ ‰õΩ>ËìO Œ̂∞‰õΩ J#∞=∞u™êÎ#∞.

Ñ¨iÑ¨Ó~°‚"≥∞ÿ#q, J<åk HÍÅO <å\˜q, ã¨Oã¨̄ $ «̀OÖÏ,

U q*Ï˝Ñ¨##∂ JOwHõiOK«=Ù.

u#_®xH˜ ‰õΩ@ì=Ù

Zyi QÆO «̀∞ "ÕÜ«∞_®xˆH ‰õΩ_»̀ å~Ú

k=ºQÀà◊OÖ’ #~°Î‰õΩÅ∞ Jq.

ã¨∞xfl «̀"≥∞ÿ# q<åº™êÅ∞ KÕ¿ã HõàÏHÍ~°∞Å∞,

=∞$ Œ̂∞"≥·#, QÆ∂_è»"≥∞ÿ# ã¨~°̄ ãπÖ’†

<å K«~°‡OÃÑ·# Ñ¨iÔQ «̀Îh,

"å\˜ L Õ̂fiQÍefl |Ü«∞@ÃÑ@ìh,

<å ~°HõÎO`À ã¨O`À+¨Ñ¨_»h,

J~Ú Õ̀ Z=~À XHõ~°∞ ##∞fl "å\˜H˜ Ñ¨iK«Ü«∞O KÕÜ«∂e.

"å\˜x Œ̂QÆæ~°QÍ Ñ¨ijÅ# KÕÜ«∂e

Õ̂xx #=∂‡Ö’ <Õ#∞ ≥̀Å∞ã¨∞HÀ"åe.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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From – Twenty Poems Of Love

I can write the saddest lines tonight.

Write for example: ‘The night is fractured

and they shiver, blue, those stars, in the distance’

The night wind turns in the sky and sings.

I can write the saddest lines tonight.

I loved her, sometimes she loved me too.

On nights like these I held her in my arms.

I kissed her greatly under the infinite sky.

She loved me, sometimes I loved her too.

How could I not have loved her huge, still eyes.

I can write the saddest lines tonight.

To think I don’t have her, to feel I have lost her.

Hear the vast night, vaster without her.

Lines fall on the soul like dew on the grass.

What does it matter that I couldn’t keep her.

The night is fractured and she is not with me.

That is all. Someone sings far off. Far off,

my soul is not content to have lost her.

As though to reach her, my sight looks for her.

My heart looks for her: she is not with me
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26. Hõq «̀ (W~°"≥· „¿Ñ=∞ Hõq «̀Å∞)

D ~å„u J «̀ºO «̀ qKå~°Hõ~°"≥∞ÿ# K«~°}ÏÅ∞ „"å™êÎ#∞.

L^•Ç¨Ï~°}‰õΩ- ~å„u qiyOk =ÚHȭ Å∞QÍ,

ã¨∞ Œ̂∂~°OQÍ L#fl #Hõ∆„`åÅ∞ =}˜HÍ~Ú ÉèíÜ«∞ÉèíÜ«∞OQÍ!

~å„u QÍ_»∞Ê xOyÖ’ HõÅÜ«∞u~°∞QÆ∞ «̀∂ KÕã≤Ok QÍ#O,

D ~å„u <Õ#∞ J «̀ºO «̀ qKå~°Hõ~°"≥∞ÿ# K«~°}ÏÅ∞ „"å™êÎ#∞, x[O,

<Õ<å"≥∞#∞, „¿Ñq∞OKå#∞, H˘kÌ™ê~°∞¡ P"≥∞‰õÄ_® „¿Ñq∞OzOk ##∞fl.

W@∞=O\ ̃~å„ «̀∞ÅÖ’ F ~å„u P"≥∞#∞ <å KÕ̀ «∞ÅÖ’ W=Ú_»∞Û‰õΩ<åfl#∞

J#O`åHÍâ◊O „H˜O Œ̂ P"≥∞#∞ QÍ_è»OQÍ =Ú Œ̂∞Ì ÃÑ@∞ì‰õΩ<åfl#∞.

P"≥∞ ##∞fl „¿Ñq∞OzOk, H˘kÌ™ê~°∞¡ <Õ#∂ P"≥∞#∞ „¿Ñq∞OKå#∞.

ZÖÏ „¿Ñq∞OK«‰õΩO_® LO_»QÆÅ#∞. P"≥∞ xâ◊ÛÅ qâßÅ <Õ„`åÅ#∞?

J «̀ºO «̀ qëê Œ̂Hõ~°"≥∞ÿ# K«~°}ÏÅ#∞ „"å™êÎ#∞ <Õ#∞ D ~å„u.

P"≥∞ WÑ¨C_»∞ <å Œ̂QÆæ~° ÖË̂ Œh, P"≥∞#∞ áÈQ˘@∞ì‰õΩ<åfl#h,

D n~°…~å„u, WOH˜O «̀ n~°…"≥∞ÿ#k P"≥∞ ÖËHõ,

QÆ_ç¤g∞ Œ̂ á⁄QÆ=∞OK«∞ÖÏ "åHÍºÅ∞ Ñ¨_»∞ «̀∞<åfl~Ú P «̀‡g∞ Œ̂.

P"≥∞#∞ LOK«∞HÀÖËHõáÈ Õ̀ U=∞=Ù «̀∞O Õ̂q∞\˜?

~å„u qiyOk =ÚHȭ Å∞QÍ, P"≥∞ <å`À ÖË‰õΩ#flk.

JO Õ̀, Z=~À áê_»∞ «̀∞<åfl~°∞, ZHȭ _À, ZHȭ _À Œ̂∂~°OQÍ,

P"≥∞#∞ áÈQ˘@∞ì‰õΩ#flO Œ̂∞HÀ U"≥∂, «̀$Ñ≤ÎQÍÖË̂ Œ∞ <å P «̀‡!

P"≥∞#∞ KÕ~°∞HÀ"åÅx, <å K«∂Ñ¨ÙÅ∞ "≥kHÍ~Ú ã¨∞ Œ̂∂~°OQÍ,

<å Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞O "≥kH˜Ok ÉèÏ~°OQÍ, P"≥∞ ÖË̂ Œx <å‰õΩ Œ̂QÆæ~°QÍ.

✤ ✤
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The same night whitens, in the same branches.

We, from that time, we are not the same.

I don’t love her, that’s certain, but how I loved her.

My voice tried to find the breeze to reach her.

Another’s kisses on her, like my kisses.

Her voice, her bright body, infinite eyes.

I don’t love her, that’s certain, but perhaps I love her.

Love is brief: forgetting lasts so long.

Since, on these nights, I held her in my arms,

my soul is not content to have lost her.

Though this is the last pain she will make me suffer,

and these are the last lines I will write for her.
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J Õ̂ ~å„u ≥̀Å¡ÉÏiOk, J"Õ âßYÅÖ’

=∞#O, P ã¨=∞Ü«∞O #∞Oz, =∞#O =∞#O HÍ Œ̂∞.

<Õ<å"≥∞#∞ „¿Ñq∞OK«ÖË̂ Œ∞, Jk YzÛ «̀O, HÍx ZÖÏ „¿Ñq∞OKå<À

<å ã¨fi~°O „Ñ¨Ü«∞uflOzOk, P"≥∞#∞ ̂ Œi≈OKÕ QÍex JO Œ̂∞HÀ"åÅx.

=∞~˘Hõi =Ú Œ̂∞ÌÅ∞ P"≥∞ÃÑ·, <å =Ú Œ̂∞ÌÅÖÏ<Õ,

P"≥∞ Q˘O «̀∞, P"≥∞ HÍOu=O «̀"≥∞ÿ# Õ̂Ç¨ÏO, J#O «̀ <Õ„`åÅ∞.

<Õ<å"≥∞#∞ „¿Ñq∞OK«ÖË̂ Œ∞, Jk YzÛ «̀O, |Ç¨ïâß „¿Ñq∞ã¨∞Î<åfl<Õ"≥∂,

„¿Ñ=∞ Hõ∆}˜Hõ"≥∞ÿ#k, =∞~°Ñ¨Ù xez LO@∞Ok n~°…HÍÅO.

JO Œ̂∞Hõx, D ~å„ «̀∞ÅÖ’, P"≥∞#∞ <å KÕ̀ «∞ÅÖ’ á⁄ Œ̂∞=Ú‰õΩO\Ï#∞

P"≥∞#∞ áÈQ˘@∞ì‰õΩ#flO Œ̂∞‰õΩ <å P «̀‡ ÖË̂ Œ∞ ã¨O «̀$Ñ≤ÎQÍ.

Wk PYi ÉÏ è̂Œ, P"≥∞ ##∞fl ÉÏ è̂ŒÃÑ@ìQÆeyOk J~Ú#Ñ¨Ê\˜H©,

Wq PYi K«~°}ÏÅ∞, <Õ<å"≥∞HÀã¨O „"åã¨∞Î#flq.

✧✧✧✧✧
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From The Book Of Questions

III.

Tell me, is the rose naked

or is that her only dress?

Why do trees conceal

the splendor of their roots?

Who hears the regrets

of the thieving automobile?

Is there anything in the world sadder

than a train standing in the rain?

✧✧✧✧✧
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27. ã¨∂‰õΩÎÅ Ñ¨ÙãÎ̈HõO #∞Oz

III

K≥Ñ¨ÊQÆÅ"å, QÆ∞ÖÏa #QÆflOQÍ L#fl^•

ÖËHõ P"≥∞‰õΩ#fl =GO XHõ>Ë<å?

ZO Œ̂∞‰õΩ =$H∆ÍÅ∞ ^•K«∞‰õΩO\Ï~Ú

«̀=∞ "Õà◊¡ J Œ̂∞ƒù̀ « HÍO «̀∞efl?

^˘OyeOKÕ "åÇ¨Ï#O QÆ∞iOz

qKåiOKÕ "åÔ~=~°∞?

=~°¬OÖ’ xÅ|_»¤ „>ˇ~Ú<£ Hõ<åfl

qKå~°Hõ~°"≥∞ÿ# Õ̂̂ Œ<åfl „Ñ¨Ñ¨OK«OÖ’ L#fl^•?

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Gautama Christ

The names of God and especially those of

His representative

Who is called Jesus or Christ according to holy books

and someone’s mouth

These names have been used, worn out and left

On the shores of rivers of of human lives

Like the empty shells of a mollusk.

However when we touch these sacred but exhausted

Names, these wounded scattered petals

Which have come out of the oceans of love and fear

Something still remains, a sip of water,

A rainbow footprint that still shimmers in the light.

While the names of God were used

By the best and the worst, by the clean and the dirty

By the white and the black, by bloody murderers

And by victims flaming gold with napalm

While Nixon with his hands

Of Cain blessed those whom he condemned to death,

While fewer and fewer divine footprints were found on

the beach

People began to study colors,

The future of honey, the sign of uranium

They looked with anxiety and hope for the possibilities

Of killing themselves or not killing themselves, of

organizing themselves into a fabric

Of going further on, of breaking through limits

without stopping
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28. Q“ «̀=∞ „H©ã¨∞Î

≥̂·= <å=∂Å∞ ÖËHõ J «̀_ç „Ñ¨=HõÎÅ ¿Ñ~°∞¡

rã¨ãπ ÖË̂ • „H©ã¨∞ÎQÍ Ñ¨q„ «̀ „QÆO ä̂•ÅÖ’<À, Z=i <À\˜ ^•fi~å<À,

¿Ñ~°∞¡ "å_»|_ç<å~Ú, "å_»QÍ "å_»QÍ JiyáÈ~Ú<å~Ú,

=∂#= rq`åÅ #n f~åÅÖ’

MÏm # «̀ÎQÆ∞Å¡ÖÏ¡,

J~Ú#Ñ¨Ê\˜H©, ZÑ¨C_≥·<å =∞#O D Ñ¨q„ «̀"≥∞ÿ#, Jeã≤áÈ~Ú#

¿Ñ~°∞¡, QÍÜ«∞Ñ¨_ç K≥ÖÏ¡K≥̂ Œ∞Ô~·# ̂~HõÅ∞,

„¿Ñ=∞ ÉèíÜ«∞O ã¨=Ú„^•Ö’¡Oz =zÛ#q,

H˘O «̀ q∞yÖË LO\Ï~Ú, F QÆ∞ÔH¯_»∞ hà◊√¡

HÍOuÖ’ WOHÍ "≥∞~°∞ã¨∞Î#fl WO„ Œ̂̂ èŒ#∞ã¨∞û Ñ¨̂ Œ=Ú„ Œ̂Å∞,

Õ̂=Ù_ç ¿Ñ~°∞¡ qxÜ≥∂yã¨∂Î

=∞OzHÀ K≥_»∞HÀ, ã¨<å‡~°∞æÅ∂, Œ̂∞~å‡~°∞æÅ∂

≥̀Å¡"åà◊¥¡, #Å¡"åà◊¥¡, ~°HõÎ Ñ≤áêã¨∞Å∂,

<åáêÅO =∞O Œ̂∞ =∞O@Å∞ «̀ye HÍÅ∞ «̀∞#fl"åà◊¥¡

xHõû<£ «̀# ÔH~Ú<£ Ç¨Ï™êÎÅ`À

=∞~°} tHõ∆ qkèOz Pj~°fik™êÎ_»∞.

cKü Wã¨∞Hõ f~å# k=º Ñ¨̂ Œ=Ú„ Œ̂Å∞ H˘kÌH˘kÌQÍ

`«yæáÈ`«∞<åfl~Ú.

„Ñ¨[Å∞ =~å‚efl K«̂ Œ∞=Ù «̀∞<åfl~°∞,

Õ̀<≥ Éèíq+¨º «̀∞Î, Ü«Úˆ~xÜ«∞O zÇ¨ÏflO,

L Õ̂fiQÆO, Pâ◊Å`À K«OÑ¨ÙHÀ=_»=∂ =^•Ì J<Õ

™ê è̂•º™ê è̂•ºÅ#∞, ÖËHõ XˆH =GOQÍ Hõeã≤ =ÚO Œ̂∞‰õΩáÈ^•=∂

ZHȭ _® PQÆ‰õΩO_® Ñ¨i è̂Œ∞Å#∞ Ñ¨QÆÅH˘@∞ì‰õΩO@∂-

✤ ✤
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What we came across in these blood thirsty times

With their smoke of burning trash, their dead ashes

As we weren’t able to stop looking

We often stopped to look at the names of God

We lifted them with tenderness because they

reminded us

Of our ancestors, of the first people,

those who said the prayers

Those who discovered the hymn that united

them in misfortune

And now seeing the empty fragments

which sheltered those

ancient people

We feel those smooth substances,

Worn out and used up by good and by evil.

✧✧✧✧✧
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D ~°HõÎ̂ •Ç¨Ï HÍÅOÖ’ =∞#ÔH Œ̂∞Ô~·Ok

K≥̀ «Î#∞ HÍÅÛQÍ =KÕÛ á⁄QÆ, |∂_ç̂ Œ#∞ K«∂_»@O PÑ¨ÙHÀÖËHõ

=∞#O K«∂ã¨∞Î<åflO Õ̂=Ù_ç ¿Ñ~°¡"ÕÑ¨Ù, "å\˜x ÃÑ·ÔH «̀∞Î̀ åO ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë

=∞$ Œ̂∞=ÙQÍ Jq =∞# Ñ¨Ósfi‰õΩefl QÆ∞~°∞ÎKÕ™êÎ~Ú, `˘e „Ñ¨[efl,

„áê~°÷#efl, ™ÈÎ„`åefl, ̂ Œ∞~°̂ Œ$+̈ìHÍÅOÖ’ "åà◊¡x HõeÑ≤ LOz# ÉèÏ=#efl,

WÑ¨C_»∞ K«∂ã¨∞Î<åflO "å\˜ MÏm =ÚHȭ efl, â◊¥#º â◊HõÖÏefl,

        J<åk "åiH˜ P„â◊Ü«∞q∞zÛ# "å\˜x.

"å\˜ =∞$ Œ̂∞"≥·# Ñ¨̂ •~åúefl, =∞Op, K≥_»∞ "å_»QÍ "å_»QÍ

JiyáÈ~Ú# <å=∂efl!

✧✧✧✧✧
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Gentleman Alone

The young maricones and the horny muchachas,

The big fat widows delirious from insomnia,

The young wives thirty hours’ pregnant,

And the hoarse tomcats that cross my garden at night,

Like a collar of palpitating sexual oysters

Surround my solitary home,

Enemies of my soul,

Conspirators in pajamas

Who exchange deep kisses for passwords.

Radiant summer brings out the lovers

In melancholy regiments,

Fat and thin and happy and sad couples;

Under the elegant coconut palms, near the ocean and moon,

There is a continual life of pants and panties,

A hum from the fondling of silk stockings,

And women’s breasts that glisten like eyes.

The salary man, after a while,

After the week’s tedium, and the novels read in bed at night,

Has decisively fucked his neighbor,

And now takes her to the miserable movies,

Where the heroes are horses or passionate princes,

And he caresses her legs covered with sweet down

With his ardent and sweaty palms that smell like cigarettes.

The night of the hunter and the night of the husband

Come together like bed sheets and bury me,

And the hours after lunch, when the students and priests

are masturbating,
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29. =∞~åº Œ̂ã¨∞ÎÅ‰õΩ =∂„̀ «"Õ∞

P_» =∞QÍà◊¡‰õΩ, =∞QÆ P_®à◊¡‰õΩ
ÖÏ=Ùáê\˜ q è̂Œ=~åeH˜ x„ Œ̂Ñ¨@ì_»O ÖË̂ Œ∞.
=ÚÃÑ·Êù QÆO@Å∞ Hõ_»∞Ñ¨Ù`À L#fl Ü«Ú= ã῭ «∞Å‰õΩ,
~å„uÑ¨Ó@ <å`À@Ö’ JiKÕ =∞QÆÑ≤Å∞¡Å‰õΩ
â◊$OQÍ~°Ñ¨Ù PeÛÑ¨ÊÅ "≥∞_»Ñ¨\©ìÖÏ,
<å XO@i WO\˜K«∞@∂ì uiˆQ"åà◊¡‰õΩ,
<å P «̀‡‰õΩ â◊„ «̀∞=ÙÅ‰õΩ,
Ñ¨[=∂ÅÖ’ ‰õΩ„@ Ñ¨<Õfl"åiH˜,
áêãπ=~ü¤‰õΩ | Œ̂∞Å∞ QÆ\ì̃ =Ú Œ̂∞ÌeK«∞Û‰õΩ<Õ"åà◊¡‰õΩ,

„Ñ¨HÍâ◊=O «̀"≥∞ÿ# "Õã¨q HÍÅO
qKå~°Ñ¨Ù Œ̂àÏÖ’¡x „¿Ñq∞‰õΩÅ#∞ ≥̀ã¨∞ÎOk "≥Å∞QÆ∞Ö’H˜.
ÖÏ=Ó-ã¨#fl, ã¨O`À+¨Ñ¨Ù- Œ̂∞óY [O@Å‰õΩ,
<åEÔH·# H˘|ƒi K≥@¡H˜O Œ̂, ã¨=Ú„^•xH˜ K«O„ Œ̂∞_çH˜ Œ̂QÆæ~°,
áêO@¡, áêO\©Å H˘#™êˆQ rq «̀=ÚO@∞Ok.
ã≤Å∞¯ ™êìH˜OQ∑ ã¨Ê~°≈Å Ç¨ÏOHÍ~°O,
Hõà◊¡ÖÏ "≥∞i¿ã ¢ã‘ÎÅ =H∆À*ÏÅ ~°∂áêÅOHÍ~°O†

r «̀QÍ_»∞, H˘O «̀¿ãÑ¨Ù «̀~°∞"å «̀,
"å~°Ñ¨Ù „â◊=∞, ~å„u Ñ¨_»Hõg∞ Œ̂ K«kq# #=Å,
á⁄~°∞yO\˜ Ñ≤Å¡̀ À «̀Ñ¨Êxã¨i â◊$OQÍ~°O
WÑ¨C_®"≥∞#∞ fã¨∞‰õΩ"≥àÏÎ_»∞ U^À Œ̂i„ Œ̂Ñ¨ÙQ˘@∞ì ã≤x=∂H˜,
^•O\’¡ QÆ∞„~åÅ∞ Ç‘Ï~ÀÅ∞, ÖË̂ • L Õ̂fiQÆÑ¨Ù Ü«Ú=~åAÅ∞
J «̀_»∞ P"≥∞ ¿ãfi^•=$ «̀ HÍà◊¡#∞ «̀_»∞=Ú`å_»∞
«̀# #=∞‡Hõ"≥∞ÿ# ã≤QÆÔ~\ò HõOÑ¨Ù K≥=∞@ KÕ̀ «∞Å`À,

✤ ✤
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And the animals mount each other openly,

And the bees smell of blood, and the

flies buzz cholerically,

And cousins play strange games with cousins,

And doctors glower at the husband of the young patient,

And the early morning in which the professor,

without a thought,

Pays his conjugal debt and eats breakfast,

And to top it all off, the adulterers, who love

each other truly

On beds big and tall as ships:

So, eternally,

This twisted and breathing forest crushes me

With gigantic flowers like mouth and teeth

And black roots like fingernails and shoes.

Translated by Mike Topp

✧✧✧✧✧
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"Õ@QÍ_ç ~å„u, Éèí~°Î ~å„u
Œ̂∞Ñ¨Ê@¡ÖÏ =zÛ ##∞fl HõÑ≤ÊÃÑ_®Î~Ú.

=∞ è̂•ºÇ¨ÏflÉè’[#O «̀~°∞"å «̀,
q^•º~°∞÷Å∞, =∞ «̀QÆ∞~°∞=ÙÅ∞ Ç¨ÏãÎ̈„Ñ¨Ü≥∂QÆO KÕ¿ã ã¨=∞Ü«∂#,
[O «̀∞=ÙÅ∞ «̀=∞ â◊$OQÍ~åxfl |Ç≤Ï~°OQÆOQÍ [~°∞Ñ¨Ù‰õΩO@∞#flÑ¨Ù_»∞
Õ̀<≥\©QÆÅ∞ ~°HõÎO "åã¨# "Õ™êÎ~Ú, DQÆÅ∞ Ñ¨K«ÛQÍ =Úã¨∞~åÎ~Ú.

=~°Ãã·# "åà◊√¡ «̀=∞ =~°Ãã·# "åà◊¡̀ À qO «̀ ã¨Ü«∂º@ÖÏ_®Î~°∞.
Ü«Ú=~Ày Éèí~°Î "ÕÑ¨Ù _®Hõì~°∞¡ "≥Å∞QÆ∞ «̀∂ K«∂™êÎ~°∞.
"Õ‰õΩ=*Ï=Ú# „á⁄ÃÑ¶ã¨~ü «̀# ã¨O™ê~°Ñ¨Ù ÉÏH© f~°∞Û‰õΩx
U PÖ’K«<åÖËx ^•xx =ÚyOz, JÖÏÊÇ¨~°O ¿ãq™êÎ_»∞.
g@xfl\˜ Hõ<åfl q∞Oz =ºaèKå~°∞Å∞
XHõi<˘Hõ~°∞ x[OQÍ „¿Ñq∞OK«∞‰õΩ<Õ"åà◊√¡
z<åfl ÃÑ^•Ì á⁄_»∞QÍ\˜ F_»ÖÏ¡O\˜ =∞OKåÅÃÑ·
H˜O^• g∞^• Ñ¨_»̀ å~°∞.
JO Œ̂∞KÕ̀ « âßâ◊fi «̀OQÍ,
"≥∞e uiy# âßfiã≤OKÕ J~°}ÏºÅ∞ ##∞fl #eÑ≤"Õ™êÎ~Ú,
ÃÑ Œ̂ÌÃÑ Œ̂Ì Ñ¨ÙëêÊÖÏ¡, <À~°∞, Ñ¨à◊√¡ LO_ç

#Å¡\˜ "Õà◊√¡, KÕu"Õà◊¡ÖÏ K≥Ñ¨CÖÏ¡!

✧✧✧✧✧
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Here I Love You

Here I love you.

In the dark pines the wind disentangles itself.

The moon glows like phosphorous on the vagrant wa-

ters.

Days, all one kind, go chasing each other.

The snow unfurls in dancing figures.

A silver gull slips down from the west.

Sometimes a sail. High, high stars.

Oh the black cross of a ship.

Alone.

Sometimes I get up early and even my soul is wet.

Far away the sea sounds and resounds.

This is a port.

Here I love you.

Here I love you and the horizon hides you in vain.

I love you still among these cold things.

Sometimes my kisses go on those heavy vessels

that cross the sea towards no arrival.

I see myself forgotten like those old anchors.
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30. WHõ¯_» x#∞fl <Õ#∞ „¿Ñq∞ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞

WHȭ _» x#∞fl <Õ#∞ „¿Ñq∞ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞

Œ̂@ì"≥∞ÿ# ÃÑ·<£ =$H∆ÍÅÖ’ QÍe «̀##∞ `å#∞ q_»nã¨∞<Õ KÀ@∞#†

JÅ¡iQÍ uiˆQ [ÖÏÅÃÑ· K«O„ Œ̂∞_»∞ ÉèÏã¨fi~°OÖÏ „Ñ¨HÍtã¨∞Î<åfl_»∞

~ÀAÅ∞, XˆH~°HõOQÍ, XHõ̂ •x<˘Hõ\˜ "≥O\Ï_»∞ «̀∞<åfl~Ú.

#iÎã¨∞Î#fl ÉÁ=∞‡ÖÏ¡ =∞OK«∞ q_ç=_»∞ «̀∞#flk

Ñ¨_»=∞\˜ #∞Oz F ã≤Åfi~üQÆÖò Ñ¨H∆̃ *Ïi=ã¨∞Î#flk.

XHÀ¯™êi F <ÒHõ, ÃÑ·#, ÃÑ· Z «̀∞Î# #Hõ∆„`åÅ∞

F_» ÃÑ·# #Å¡\˜ tÅ∞=

XO@iQÍ,

<Õ#∞ "Õ‰õΩ=*Ï=Ú# ̀ «fi~°QÍ "Õ∞ÖÁ¯#flÑ̈Ù_»∞, <å P «̀‡‰õÄ_® ̀ «_çKÕ LO@∞Ok.

Œ̂∂~°OQÍ ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂O è̂Œfixã¨∂Î, „Ñ¨u è̂Œfixã¨∂Î LO@∞Ok.

Wk F ̂~=Ù.

WHȭ _» x#∞fl <Õ#∞ „¿Ñq∞ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞.

WHȭ _» x#∞fl <Õ#∞ „¿Ñq∞ã̈∞Î<åfl#∞, PHÍâ◊Ñ̈Ù JOK«∞ ̂ •ã̈∞Î#flk =$ è̂•QÍ,

D j «̀Å q+¨Ü«∂Å =∞ è̂Œº ‰õÄ_® x#∞fl <Õ#∞ „¿Ñq∞ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞.

H˘kÌ™ê~°∞¡ <å =Ú Œ̂∞ÌÅ∞ „Ñ¨Ü«∂}˜™êÎ~Ú P ÉèÏs <ÒHõÅÖ’

Z@∂ "≥à◊¡ÖËx ã¨=Ú„^•Å∞ ^•@∞ «̀∞#fl "å\˜Ö’,

##∞fl <Õ#∞ K«∂ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞ =∞~°záÈ~Ú# áê «̀ ÅOQÆ~°¡ÖÏ!

✤ ✤
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The piers sadden when the afternoon moors there.

My life grows tired, hungry to no purpose.

I love what I do not have. You are so far.

My loathing wrestles with the slow twilights.

But night comes and starts to sing to me.

The moon turns its clockwork dream.

The biggest stars look at me with your eyes.

And as I love you, the pines in the wind

want to sing your name with their leaves of wire.

✧✧✧✧✧
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=∞ è̂•ºÇ¨ÏflO Py#Ñ¨Ù_»∞ ˆ~=ÙÅ∞ qKå~°Ñ¨_»̀ å~Ú,

<å rq «̀O JÅã≤áÈ «̀∞Ok, U L Õ̂Ìâ◊O ÖËx PHõe,

<å‰õΩ ÖËx ^•xx <Õ#∞ „¿Ñq∞™êÎ#∞, h=Ù ã¨∞ Œ̂∂~°OQÍ L<åfl=Ù.

D <≥=∞‡k ã¨O è̂•º ã¨=∞Ü«∂Å`À <å U=yOÑ¨Ù ‰õΩã‘Î Ñ¨_»∞ «̀∞Ok.

J~Ú Õ̀ ~å„u =ã¨∞ÎOk, #Hõ∆„`åÅ∞ <åHÀã¨O áê@ áê_»̀ å~Ú.

K«O„ Œ̂∞_»∞ «̀# Ñ¨̂ ŒúuÖ’ HõÅeflHõO\Ï_»∞ ã¨=∞Ü«∞áêÅ# KÕã¨∂Î

ÃÑ Œ̂ÌÃÑ Œ̂Ì #Hõ∆„`åÅ∞ h Hõà◊¡̀ À <å"ÕÑ¨Ù K«∂™êÎ~Ú.

x#∞fl „¿Ñq∞ã¨∞Î#fl>Ë¡ QÍeÖ’ ÃÑ·<£ =$H∆ÍÅ∞

«̀=∞ fQÆÖÏ¡O\˜ P‰õΩÅ`À h ¿Ñ~°∞#∞ QÍ#O KÕ™êÎ~Ú.

✧✧✧✧✧
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I Crave Your Mouth, Your Voice,

Your Hair

I crave your mouth, your voice, your hair.

Silent and starving, I prowl through the streets.

Bread does not nourish me, dawn disrupts me, all day

I hunt for the liquid measure of your steps.

I hunger for your sleek laugh,

your hands the color of a savage harvest,

hunger for the pale stones of your fingernails,

I want to eat your skin like a whole almond.

I want to eat the sunbeam flaring in your lovely body,

the sovereign nose of your arrogant face,

I want to eat the fleeting shade of your lashes,

and I pace around hungry, sniffing the twilight,

hunting for you, for your hot heart,

like a puma in the barrens of Quitratue.

Translated by Stephen Tapscott
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31. <Õ#∞ «̀Ñ≤™êÎ#∞ h <À~°∞, h Q˘O «̀∞,
h t~À*ÏÅÔH·

Œ̂∂~°OQÍ "≥o¡áÈˆH, XHȭ ~À*·̌<å ã¨̂~, Œ̂∂~°OQÍ "≥o¡áÈ‰õΩ,

XHȭ ~À*̌·<å ã̂̈~, ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë <å‰õΩ ̀ ≥eÜ«∞ Œ̂∞ ZÖÏ K≥áêÊÖ’... ~ÀA n~°…"≥∞ÿ#k

<Õ#∞ h HÀã¨O Z Œ̂∞~°∞ K«∂ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞, F MÏm ¿ãì+¨#∞ÖÏ,

„>ˇ~Ú#∞¡ Jhfl WOHÀKÀ@ PÑ¨|_ç x„ Œ̂áÈ «̀∞<åfl~Ú.

##∞fl =ke "≥o¡áÈ‰õΩ, XHȭ  QÆO>ÿ̌<å ã¨̂~, ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë

<å L Õ̂fiQÆO zxflÉÁ@∞¡QÍ Hõeã≤ „Ñ¨=Ç≤Ïã¨∞ÎOk XHȭ ™êˆ~

WO\˜HÀã¨O "≥̂ Œ∞‰õΩ «̀∞#fl á⁄QÆ „Ñ¨"Õtã¨∞ÎOk

<åÖ’, HÀÖ’Ê~Ú# <å Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∂xfl LH˜̄ iaH˜̄ i KÕã¨∂Î-

FÇπÏ, h h_»#∞ cKü Wã¨∞HõÖ’ HõiyáÈh‰õΩ,

h Hõ#∞Ô~Ñ¨ÊÅ#∞ MÏm Œ̂∂~°OÖ’ Ô~ÑÔ̈~Ñ¨ÖÏ_»h‰õΩ,

„Ñ≤Ü«∞ «̀=∂, XHȭ Hõ∆}O ‰õÄ_® ##∞fl =keáÈ‰õΩ.

ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë, P XHȭ Hõ∆}OÖ’ h=Ù x„+¨̄ q∞™êÎ=Ù KåÖÏ Œ̂∂~°O,

<Õ#∞ Pâ◊Û~°ºOÖ’ D „Ñ¨Ñ¨OK«=∞O`å "≥̂ Œ∞‰õΩ «̀∞O\Ï#∞

J_»∞QÆ∞ «̀∂- ''h=Ù uiy =™êÎ"å? WHȭ _Õ ##∞fl =kÖË™êÎ"å, =∞$ «̀∞º=ÙÖ’!——

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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I Do Not Love You Except

Because I Love You

I do not love you except because I love you;

I go from loving to not loving you,

From waiting to not waiting for you

My heart moves from cold to fire.

I love you only because it’s you the one I love;

I hate you deeply, and hating you

Bend to you, and the measure of my changing love for you

Is that I do not see you but love you blindly.

Maybe January light will consume

My heart with its cruel

Ray, stealing my key to true calm.

In this part of the story I am the one who

Dies, the only one, and I will die of love because I love you,

Because I love you, Love, in fire and blood.

✧✧✧✧✧
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32. x#∞fl <Õ#∞ „¿Ñq∞OK«_»O ÖË̂ Œ∞ ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë
x#∞fl „¿Ñq∞ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞

x#∞fl <Õ#∞ „¿Ñq∞OK«_»O ÖË̂ Œ∞ ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë x#∞fl „¿Ñq∞ã̈∞Î<åfl#∞ QÆ#∞Hõ!

x#∞fl „¿Ñq∞OK«_»O #∞Oz „¿Ñq∞OK«HõáÈ=_»O "ÕÑ¨Ù áÈ «̀∞<åfl#∞.

xsH∆̃OK«_»O #∞Oz xsH∆̃OK«HõáÈ=_»O "ÕÑ¨Ù,

<å Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞Ñ¨Ù j «̀Åã≤÷u #∞Oz Jyfl=∞O@Å "ÕÑ¨Ù.

<Õ#∞ x#∞fl „¿Ñq∞ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞ ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë x<Õfl <Õ#∞ „¿Ñq∞ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞.

x#∞fl Õ̂fi+≤™êÎ#∞ ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë Õ̂fi+≤OK«_»O`À

<Õ#∞ h"ÕÑ¨Ù "≥ÚQÆ∞æ̀ å#∞, <å =∂ˆ~ „¿Ñ=∞ «̀∂xHõ K≥|∞ÎOk

<Õ#∞ x#∞fl K«∂_»_»O ÖË̂ Œ∞, HÍx QÆ∞_ç¤QÍ „¿Ñq∞ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞.

[#=i HÍOu H˜~°}O, |Ç¨ïâß

<å Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∂xfl HÍeÛ"Õã¨∞ÎO Õ̂"≥∂ „‰õÄ~°̀ «fiO`À,

x["≥∞ÿ# „Ñ¨âßO «̀̀ «‰õΩ <å= Œ̂Ì L#fl `åà◊O K≥qx ^˘OyeOz.

D Hõ̂ ä•Oâ◊OÖ’ K«xáÈÜÕ∞k <Õ#∞,

<Õ<˘Hȭ _ç<Õ, „¿Ñ=∞`À K«xáÈ`å#∞ ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë

x#∞fl <Õ#∞ „¿Ñq∞ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞, „Ñ≤Ü«∞ «̀=∂, JyflÖ’#∂, ~°HõÎOÖ’#∂!

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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I’M Explaining A Few Things

You are going to ask: and where are the lilacs?

and the poppy-petalled metaphysics?

and the rain repeatedly spattering

its words and drilling them full

of apertures and birds?

I’ll tell you all the news.

I lived in a suburb,

a suburb of Madrid, with bells,

and clocks, and trees.

From there you could look out

over Castille’s dry face:

a leather ocean.

My house was called

the house of flowers, because in every cranny

geraniums burst: it was

a good-looking house

with its dogs and children.

Remember, Raul?

Eh, Rafel? Federico, do you remember

from under the ground

my balconies on which

the light of June drowned flowers in your mouth?

Brother, my brother!

Everything

loud with big voices, the salt of merchandises,

pile-ups of palpitating bread,

the stalls of my suburb of Arguelles with its statue

like a drained inkwell in a swirl of hake:
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33. <Õ#∞ q=i™êÎ#∞ H˘xfl q+¨Ü«∂Å#∞

h=_»QÆÉ’ «̀∞<åfl=Ù, 'ZHȭ _»∞<åfl~Ú eÖÏH± Ñ¨ÙëêÊÅ∞?—
Un QÆã¨QÆ™êÅ Ñ¨ÓÅˆ~HõÅ "Õ̂ •O «̀O? Jx.
=~°¬O UHõ̂ è•\˜QÍ ‰õΩ~°∞ã¨∞Î#flk Ñ¨̂ •efl,
"å\˜xO_® ~°O„ è̂•efl á⁄_»∞ã¨∂Î, Ñ¨‰õ∆Ωefl á⁄_çz#@∞¡,
Jxfl "å~°ÎÅ#∂ K≥|∞`å#∞ <Õ#∞ h‰õΩ.

<Õ#∞ x=ã≤ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞ #QÆ~° t"å~°¡Ö’
=∂„_ç_£ #QÆ~°Ñ¨Ù t"å~°¡Ö’, QÆO@Å∞,
QÆ_çÜ«∂~åÅ∞, K≥@∞¡ L#flKÀ@.

JHȭ _» #∞Oz h=Ù K«∂_»=K«∞Û
HÍã≤ìÖ¡̌ ZO_»∞ =ÚMÏxfl,
F `ÀÅ∞ ã¨=Ú„^•xfl,
<å ~ÚO\˜x "åà◊¡O\Ï~°∞
'Ñ¨Ù+¨ÊQÆ$Ç¨Ï=∞x—, ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë ZHȭ _» K«∂ã≤<å
qHõã≤Oz# ÔQ~åxÜ«∞O Ñ¨ÓÖË!
Jk ZO`À K«Hȭ QÍ HõxÑ≤OKÕ WÅ∞¡
‰õΩHȭ Å∞, Ñ≤Å¡Å`À
~å=ÙÖò, QÆ∞~°∞ÎO^•?
¿ÇÏ ~åÃÑ¶Öò, ÃÑ¶_≥iH˘! QÆ∞~°∞ÎO^•
<ÕÅ J_»∞QÆ∞ #∞Oz
<å ÉÏÅ¯h E<£ Ñ¨ÓÅHÍOu
h <À\˜ÃÑ· Ñ¨_»ÖË̂ •, ™È Œ̂~å, <å ™È Œ̂~å!
„Ñ̈un
ÃÑ Œ̂Ì Q˘O «̀∞Å`À aQÆæ~°QÍ qxÑ≤ã¨∞ÎOk.
"åºáê~°"Õ̀ «<åÅ∞, ~˘>ì̌ ã¨ÊO Œ̂#Å QÆ∞@ìÅ∞
P~°∞æÜ≥∞Ö¡̌ãπ t"å~°¡Ö’x <å Œ̂∞HÍ}ÏÅ∞,

✤ ✤
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oil flowed into spoons,

a deep baying

of feet and hands swelled in the streets,

metres, litres, the sharp

measure of life,

stacked-up fish,

the texture of roofs with a cold sun in which

the weather vane falters,

the fine, frenzied ivory of potatoes,

64 www.PoemHunter.com - The World’s Poetry Archive

wave on wave of tomatoes rolling down the sea.

And one morning all that was burning,

one morning the bonfires

leapt out of the earth

devouring human beings —

and from then on fire,

gunpowder from then on,

and from then on blood.

Bandits with planes and Moors,

bandits with finger-rings and duchesses,

bandits with black friars spattering blessings

came through the sky to kill children

and the blood of children ran through the streets

without fuss, like children’s blood.

Jackals that the jackals would despise,

stones that the dry thistle would bite on and spit out,

vipers that the vipers would abominate!

Face to face with you I have seen the blood

of Spain tower like a tide

to drown you in one wave
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KÕÑ¨Å ã¨∞_çQÆ∞O_»OÖ’ MÏm J~Ú# ã≤~åÉÏqÖÏ q„QÆÇ¨ÏO
K≥OKåÖ’¡H˜ „Ñ¨=Ç≤ÏOz# #∂<≥,
g è̂Œ∞Ö’¡ Laƒ# HÍà◊¥¡ KÕ̀ «∞Å∞ "≥ÚiˆQ è̂Œfi#∞Å∞
g∞@~°∞¡, b@~°∞¡, rq «̀Ñ¨Ù JÅÊ H˘Å=∂<åÅ∞,
QÆ∞@ìÅ∞QÍ áÈã≤# KÕÑ¨Å∞,
ÃÑ· HõÑ¨CÅ ~°∂Ñ¨O j «̀Å ã¨∂~°∞º_ç̀ À
"å`å=~°}Ñ¨Ù «̀Ñ¨Ê@_»∞QÆ∞Å∞
|OQÍà◊ Œ̂∞OÑ¨ÖÏ¡ JO Œ̂OQÍ ‰õΩ «̀‰õΩ «̀ÖÏ_Õ Œ̂O «̀Ñ¨Ù *Ï_»Å∞
JÅ «̀~°∞"å «̀ JÅÅ \Á=∂\’Å∞ ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂O g∞ Œ̂ „Ñ¨Ü«∂}ÏÅ∞.

XHõ L Œ̂Ü«∞O =∞O@Ö’¡ HÍeáÈ «̀∞#fl Œ̂O`å
XHõ L Œ̂Ü«∞O K«e=∞O@Å∞
<ÕÅ #∞Oz |Ü«∞@‰õΩ Œ̂∂H˜
=∞#∞+¨µefl P~°y™êÎ~Ú.
P «̀~°∞"å «̀ Jyfl,
P «̀~°∞"å «̀ «̀∞áêH˜ =∞O Œ̂∞,
P «̀~°∞"å «̀ ~°HõÎO,
|OkáÈ@∞ ^˘OQÆÅ∞ q=∂<åÅÖ’, =¸~ü [<åÅ`À Hõeã≤,
|OkáÈ@∞ ^˘OQÆÅ∞ "ÕeH˜ LOQÆ~åÅ∞, _»K≥ãπ „Ñ≤Ü«Ú~åà◊¡̀ À,
|OkáÈ@∞ ^˘OQÆÅ∞ Pj~°fikOKÕ ÉÏ¡H± „Ñ¶̈Ü«∞~°¡̀ À,
PHÍâ◊O #∞Oz ky Ñ≤Å¡efl K«OÑ¨Ù`å~°∞,
g è̂Œ∞eflO_® Ñ≤Å¡Å ~°HõÎO „Ñ¨=Ç≤Ïã¨∞ÎOk, Z@∞=O\˜
Q˘_»"å ÖË‰õΩO_®, ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë Ñ≤Å¡Å ~°HõÎO Hõ̂ • Jk.

QÆ∞O@#Hȭ efl QÆ∞O@#Hȭ Å∞ Õ̂fi+≤™êÎ~Ú,
ZO_ç# =Úà◊√¡ ~åà◊¡#∞ H˘iH˜ L=Ú‡`å~Ú,
á⁄_»áê=ÚÅ∞ á⁄_»áê=Úefl Õ̂fi+≤™êÎ~Ú.

=∞# Hõà◊¡ Z Œ̂∞@ h`À Hõeã≤ <Õ#∞ K«∂™ê#∞ ~°HÍÎxfl
ÃãÊ~Ú<£ @=~üÖ’ XHõ JÅQÍ,
XHõ ÃÑ Œ̂Ì «̀~°OQÆOÖ’ x#∞fl =ÚOz "ÕÜ«∞_»O,



110

of pride and knives!

Treacherous

generals:

see my dead house,

look at broken Spain :

from every house burning metal flows

instead of flowers,

from every socket of Spain

Spain emerges

and from every dead child a rifle with eyes,

and from every crime bullets are born

which will one day find

the bull’s eye of your hearts.

And you’ll ask: why doesn’t his poetry

speak of dreams and leaves

and the great volcanoes of his native land?

Come and see the blood in the streets.

Come and see

The blood in the streets.

Come and see the blood

In the streets!

✧✧✧✧✧
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QÆ~°fiO, Hõ̀ «∞ÎÅ∞ Hõeã≤# JÅ.
=OK«<åÑ¨~°∞Å∞
[#~°Öòû
<å K«zÛ# WO\˜x K«∂™êÎ~°∞,
=ÚHȭ Ö·̌# ÃãÊ~Ú<£#∂
„Ñ¨u WO\˜#∞Op HÍÅ∞ «̀∞#fl Ö’Ç¨ÏO „Ñ¨=Ç≤Ïã¨∞ÎOk,
Ñ¨ÓÅ‰õΩ | Œ̂∞Å∞
„Ñ¨u ÃãÊ~Ú<£ ™êÔH\ò #∞Oz
ÃãÊ~Ú<£ Ñ¨Ù_»∞ «̀∞Ok
„Ñ¨u =∞$ «̀ g~°‰õΩ=∂~°∞_ç #∞Oz F Hõà◊√¡#fl «̀∞áêH˜
„Ñ¨u <Õ~°O #∞Oz F |∞Ö¡̌@∞ì Ñ¨Ù_»̀ å~Ú.
U^À XHõ~ÀA
h Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞Ñ¨Ù =∞ è̂Œº #∞Oz Œ̂∂ã¨∞‰õΩáÈ`å~Ú.

h=_»QÆ=K«∞Û, ZO Œ̂∞H˜̀ «_ç Hõq «̀fiO
«̀# Õ̂â◊Ñ¨Ù HõÅÅ QÆ∞iOz, P‰õΩÅ QÆ∞iOz,

Jyfl Ñ¨~°fi`åÅ QÆ∞iOz =∂\Ï¡_»̂ Œx?

~å, g è̂Œ∞Ö’¡ „Ñ¨=Ç≤ÏOKÕ ~°HÍÎxfl K«∂_»∞.
~å, =zÛ K«∂_»∞.
~°HõÎO „Ñ¨=Ç≤Ïã¨∞Î#fl g è̂Œ∞Å#∞,

g è̂Œ∞Ö’¡ ~°HÍÎxfl!

✧✧✧✧✧
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I Like You Calm,

As If You Were Absent

I like you calm, as if you were absent,

and you hear me far-off, and my voice does not touch you.

It seems that your eyelids have taken to flying:

it seems that a kiss has sealed up your mouth.

Since all these things are filled with my spirit,

you come from things, filled with my spirit.

You appear as my soul, as the butterfly’s dreaming,

and you appear as Sadness’s word.

I like you calm, as if you were distant,

you are a moaning, a butterfly’s cooing.

You hear me far-off, my voice does not reach you.

Let me be calmed, then, calmed by your silence.

Let me commune, then, commune with your silence,

clear as a light, and pure as a ring.

You are like night, calmed, constellated.

Your silence is star-like, as distant, as true.

I like you calm, as if you were absent:

distant and saddened, as if you were dead.

One word at that moment, a smile, is sufficient.

And I thrill, then, I thrill: that it cannot be so.

✧✧✧✧✧
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34. h=Ù ÖË#@∞¡ LO_Õ h „Ñ¨âßO «̀̀ «#∞
W+ì̈Ñ¨_»̀ å#∞ <Õ#∞

h=Ù ÖË#@∞¡ LO_Õ h „Ñ¨âßO «̀̀ « JO>Ë <åH˜+ì̈O.

Œ̂∂~°O #∞OKÕ ##∞fl h=Ù qO\Ï=Ù, <å Q˘O «̀∞ x#∞fl ã¨Ê $tOK«̂ Œ∞,

h Hõ#∞Ô~Ñ¨ÊÅ∞ ZQÆ∞~°∞Î#fl@∞¡ <å HõxÑ≤™êÎ~Ú,

h <À\˜x U^À =Ú Œ̂∞Ì =¸ã≤"Õã≤#@∞¡-

h=Ù Pq~°ƒùq™êÎ=Ù, <å P «̀‡`À xO_ç,

<å P «̀‡QÍ HõxÑ≤™êÎ=Ù, ã‘̀ åHÀHõzÅ∞Hõ ã¨fiÑ¨flOÖÏ

h=Ù HõxÑ≤™êÎ=Ù qKå~°Ñ¨Ù Ñ¨̂ ŒOQÍ,

h „Ñ¨âßO «̀̀ « <åH˜+ì̈O, ZHȭ _À ã¨∞ Œ̂∂~å# L#fl@∞¡,

h=Ù =¸Å∞QÆ∞ «̀∞<åfl=Ù ã‘̀ åHÀHõzÅ∞Hõ ‰õÄ «̀ÖÏ

Œ̂∂~°O#∞OKÕ ##∞fl h=Ù qO\Ï=Ù, <å Q˘O «̀∞ x#∞fl ã¨Ê $tOK«̂ Œ∞.

##∞fl ‰õÄ_® „Ñ¨âßO «̀OQÍ LO_»x=Ùfi, h xâ◊≈|ÌO`À „Ñ¨âßO «̀OQÍ,

##∞fl ã¨OÉèÏ+≤OK«x=Ùfi, h xâ◊≈|ÌO`À ã¨OÉèÏ+¨}QÍ,

HÍOuÖÏ ã¨Ê+ì̈OQÍ, LOQÆ~°OÖÏ ã¨fiK«ÛùOQÍ,

~å„uÖÏ, „Ñ¨âßO «̀OQÍ, #Hõ∆„ «̀~åâ◊√Å ã¨Ç≤Ï «̀OQÍ, h`À!

h xâ◊≈|ÌO F #Hõ∆„ «̀O, Œ̂∂~°"≥∞ÿ<å, ã῭ «ºO Jk.

h=Ù ÖË#@∞¡ LO_Õ h „Ñ¨âßO «̀̀ « <åH˜+ì̈O,

Œ̂∂~°OQÍ, qKå~åxfl HõÅÉ’ã≤, h=Ù =∞$u K≥Ok#@∞¡O_Õk,

P Hõ∆}Ï# XHȭ =∂@, XHȭ  z~°∞#=Ùfi KåÅ∞,

<Õ#∞ ã¨O|~°Ñ¨_»̀ å#∞, ã¨O|~°Ñ¨_»̀ å#∞, Jk JÖÏ HÍÖË̂ Œx!

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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I Remember You As You Were

I remember you as you were in the last autumn.

You were the grey beret and the still heart.

In your eyes the flames of the twilight fought on.

And the leaves fell in the water of your soul.

Clasping my arms like a climbing plant

the leaves garnered your voice, that was slow and at peace.

Bonfire of awe in which my thirst was burning.

Sweet blue hyacinth twisted over my soul.

I feel your eyes traveling, and the autumn is far off:

Grey beret, voice of a bird, heart like a house

Towards which my deep longings migrated

And my kisses fell, happy as embers.

Sky from a ship. Field from the hills:

Your memory is made of light, of smoke, of a still pond!

Beyond your eyes, farther on, the evenings were blazing.

Dry autumn leaves revolved in your soul.

✧✧✧✧✧
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35. h=Ù JÑ¨C_»∞#flk <å‰õΩ WÑ¨C_»∞ *Ï˝Ñ¨HõO

"≥Ú#fl\˜ P‰õΩ~åÅ∞ HÍÅOÖ’ h ~°∂Ñ¨O <å‰õΩ QÆ∞~°∞Î#flk

#Å¡\˜ ÉÔ̌~\ò-\’Ñ≤, Py# Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞O.

h Hõà◊¡Ö’ áÈ~å@Ñ¨Ù ã¨O è̂•ºHÍO «̀∞Å Jyfl*ÏfiÅÅ∞,

h <ÕÅÃÑ·# hà◊¡Ö’ Ñ¨_ç<å~Ú P P‰õΩÅ∞.

áêˆH "≥ÚHȭ ÖÏ <å KÕ̀ «∞Å∞ Ñ¨@∞ì‰õΩx

P‰õΩÅ∞ h Q˘O «̀∞#∞ JÅOHõiOKå~Ú, <≥=∞‡kQÍ, âßO «̀OQÍ,

Pâ◊Û~°ºÑ¨Ù K«e=∞O@Ö’ <å ^•Ç¨ÏO =∞O_»∞ «̀∞#flk.

uÜ«∞ºx he Ç¨ÏÜ«∂ã≤O ä̂£ Ñ¨ÓÅ∞ <å P «̀‡#∞ "≥∞e uÑ¨C «̀∞<åfl~Ú.

„Ñ̈Ü«∂}̃OKÕ h Hõà◊¡#∞ <Õ#∞ ã̈Ê $tOKå#∞, P‰õΩ~åÅ∞ HÍÅO WOHÍ ̂ Œ∂~°"Õ∞!

#Å¡\˜ \’Ñ‘, Ñ¨H∆̃ Q˘O «̀∞, WÅ∞¡ ÖÏO\˜ Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞O

<å xQÆ∂_è»"≥∞ÿ# xsHõ∆}Å∞ J@∞ =Åã¨áÈÜ«∂~Ú

<å =Ú Œ̂∞ÌÅ∞ ~åeÑ¨_®¤~Ú, =∞O_Õ ÉÁQÆ∞æÖÏ¡ ã¨O`À+¨OQÍ,

F_» #∞Oz PHÍâ◊O, H˘O_»Å #∞Oz á⁄ÖÏÅ∞,

h *Ï˝Ñ¨HõO xi‡OK«|_»∞ «̀∞Ok, "≥Å∞QÆ∞, á⁄QÆ, xâ◊ÛÅ ã¨~°ã¨∞û`À!

h Hõà◊¡‰õΩ P=Å, Œ̂∂~°OQÍ, [fieã¨∞Î#flq ™êÜ«∞OHÍÖÏÅ∞

ZO_ç# P‰õΩ~åÅ∞ HÍÅÑ̈Ù P‰õΩÅ∞ h P «̀‡Ö’ „Ñ̈ Œ̂H̃∆}ÏÅ∞ KÕã̈∞Î<åfl~Ú.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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If You Forget Me

I want you to know

one thing.

You know how this is:

if I look

at the crystal moon, at the red branch

of the slow autumn at my window,

if I touch

near the fire

the impalpable ash

or the wrinkled body of the log,

everything carries me to you,

as if everything that exists,

aromas, light, metals,

were little boats

that sail

toward those isles of yours that wait for me.

Well, now,

if little by little you stop loving me

I shall stop loving you little by little.

If suddenly

you forget me

do not look for me,

for I shall already have forgotten you.
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36. h=Ù ##∞fl =∞~°záÈ Õ̀

h"˘Hõ q+¨Ü«∞O
≥̀Å∞ã¨∞HÀ"åe!

W Õ̂q∞\’ h‰õΩ ≥̀Å∞ã¨∞.
<Õ#∞
ã¨Êù\˜Hõ K«O„ Œ̂∞_ç "ÕÑ¨Ù K«∂™êÎ#∞,
<≥=∞‡ ≥̂·# P‰õΩ~åÅ∞ HÍÅÑ¨Ù Z„~°\˜ âßY#∞
<å H˜\˜H© Ö’Oz ã¨Ê $tã¨∂Î

<Õ#∞ QÆ#∞Hõ
K«e=∞O@ = Œ̂Ì
«̀_»=∞ÖËx |∂_ç̂ Œ#∞ ã¨Ê $t¿ãÎ

ÖË̂ •, =Ú_»̀ «Å∞ Ñ¨_ç# Œ̂∞OQÆ Õ̂Ç¨xfl
„Ñ¨un ##∞fl h Œ̂QÆæ~°‰õΩ fã¨∞‰õΩ =ã¨∞ÎOk.
"åã¨#Å∞, "≥Å∞QÆ∞, Ö’Ç¨Å∞,
J=hfl zxfl Ñ¨_»=Ö’ „Ñ¨Ü«∂}˜™êÎ~Ú.
<å HÀã¨O Z Œ̂∞~°∞ K«∂¿ã h zxfl nfiáêÅ "ÕÑ¨Ù.

ã¨̂~, WÑ¨C_»∞,
H˘kÌH˘kÌQÍ ##∞fl „¿Ñq∞OK«_»O =∂#∞.
<Õ#∂ =∂<Õ™êÎ#∞ x#∞fl „¿Ñq∞OK«_»O H˘kÌH˘kÌQÍ.
JHõ™ê‡`«∞ÎQÍ
h=Ù ##∞fl =∞~°záÈ Õ̀
<åHÀã¨O K«∂_»‰õΩ,
ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë x#∞fl <Õ#∞ JÑ¨Ê\˜̂H =∞~°záÈÜ«∂#∞.
h=Ù nxx ÃÑ Œ̂Ì Ñ≤zÛ J#∞HÀ=K«∞Û,

✤ ✤
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If you think it long and mad,

the wind of banners

that passes through my life,

and you decide

to leave me at the shore

of the heart where I have roots,

remember

that on that day,

at that hour,

I shall lift my arms

and my roots will set off

to seek another land.

But

if each day,

each hour,

you feel that you are destined for me

with implacable sweetness,

if each day a flower

climbs up to your lips to seek me,

ah my love, ah my own,

in me all that fire is repeated,

in me nothing is extinguished or forgotten,

my love feeds on your love, beloved,

and as long as you live it will be in your arms

without leaving mine.

✧✧✧✧✧
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QÍeˆH «̀<åÅ∞ Z<Àfl
<å rq «̀O QÆ∞O_® áÈ~Ú<å~Ú.
h=Ù x~°‚~ÚOK«∞HÀ=K«∞Û
##∞fl f~°O Œ̂QÆæ~° =kÖË¿ãO Œ̂∞‰õΩ
P f~°Ñ¨Ù Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞OÖ’ <å =¸ÖÏÅ∞ ^•QÆ∞#flq.
QÆ∞~°∞ÎOK«∞HÀ,
P~ÀA
P QÆO@Ö’
<å KÕ̀ «∞Å∞ ÃÑ·ÔH «̀∞Î̀ å#∞
<å "Õà◊√¡ |Ü«∞ÖËÌ~°∞`å~Ú
=∞~À Õ̂â◊O áÈ=_®xH˜.

J~Ú`Õ
„Ñ¨u~ÀE
„Ñ¨uQÆO\Ï
h=#∞‰õΩO\Ï=Ù h=Ù <åHÀã¨O xˆ~ÌtOÑ¨|_ç<å=x,
J_»∞¤Hõ@ì "ÕÜ«∞ÖËx =∞ è̂Œ∞i=∞`À,
„Ñ¨u~ÀE XHõ Ñ¨Ù+¨ÊO
h ÃÑ^•Å #kè~ÀÇ≤Ïã¨∞ÎOk ##∞fl "≥̂ Œ∞‰õΩ «̀∂,
¿ÇÏ <å „Ñ≤Ü«∞ «̀=∂! ¿ÇÏ <å ã¨fiO «̀=∂!
<åÖ’ D Jyfl =∞~°Å [fieã¨∞Î#flk
<åÖ’ Un JiáÈÖË̂ Œ∞, =∞~°Ñ¨Ù‰õΩ ~åÖË̂ Œ∞.
<å „¿Ñ=∞ h „¿Ñ=∞Ö’ | «̀∞‰õΩ «̀∞Ok, „Ñ≤Ü«∞ «̀=∂,
h=Ù rqOz L#flO «̀ HÍÅ=¸ Jk h KÕ̀ «∞Ö’¡<Õ rqã¨∞ÎOk

##∞fl =ke "≥à◊¡‰õΩO_®!

✧✧✧✧✧
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In My Sky At Twilight

In my sky at twilight you are like a cloud

and your form and colour are the way I love them.

You are mine, mine, woman with sweet lips

and in your life my infinite dreams live.

The lamp of my soul dyes your feet,

the sour wine is sweeter on your lips,

oh reaper of my evening song,

how solitary dreams believe you to be mine!

You are mine, mine, I go shouting it to the afternoon’s

wind, and the wind hauls on my widowed voice.

Huntress of the depth of my eyes, your plunder

stills your nocturnal regard as though it were water.

You are taken in the net of my music, my love,

and my nets of music are wide as the sky.

My soul is born on the shore of your eyes of mourning.

In your eyes of mourning the land of dreams begin.

✧✧✧✧✧
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37. ã¨O è̂•º ã¨=∞Ü«∂# <å PHÍâ◊OÖ’

ã¨O è̂•º ã¨=∞Ü«∂# <å PHÍâ◊OÖ’ h"˘Hõ "Õ∞Ñ¶̈∂xq

h ~°OQÆ∞, ~°∂Ñ¨Ù <å‰õΩ #zÛ#@∞¡O\Ï~Ú,

h=Ù <å ^•xq, <å ^•xq, =∞ è̂Œ∞~å è̂Œ~° [=fih!

h rq «̀OÖ’ x=ã≤™êÎ~Ú <å J#O «̀ ã¨fiáêflÅ∞.

<å P «̀‡nÑ¨O h áê^•Å‰õΩ áê~å}˜ Ñ¨Óã¨∞ÎOk

Ñ¨Ùeã≤# =∞ è̂Œ∞=Ù h J è̂Œ~åÅÃÑ· uÜ«∞º#=Ù «̀∞Ok.

F <å ™êÜ«∞OHÍÅÑ¨Ù áê@#∞ WKÕÛ^•<å!

FO@i ã¨fiáêflÅ∞ #=Ú‡`å~Ú h=Ù <å ^•x=x!

h=Ù <å ^•xq, <å ^•xq, <Õ#∞ J~°∞ã¨∂Î áÈ`å#∞,

=∞ è̂•ºÇ¨ÏflÑ¨Ù QÍeH˜, <å =kÖËã≤# Q˘O «̀∞ÃÑ· gã¨∞Î#flk QÍe

<å Hõ#∞Å Ö’ «̀∞#∞ "Õ\Ï_Õ „Ñ≤Ü«Ú~åÖÏ! h ^ÀÑ≤_ô ™⁄=Ú‡

xâ◊ÛÅ h\˜ÖÏ, xÅHõ_» ~å„uQÍ xez L#flk.

<å QÍ#Ñ¨Ù =ÅÖ’ h=Ù |OkèOK«|_ç<å=Ù, „Ñ≤Ü«∞ «̀=∂!

<å =ÅÅ ã¨Ow «̀O PHÍâ◊=∞O «̀ qâßÅ"≥∞ÿ#k.

h Hõ#∞Å ã¨O`åÑ¨Ñ¨Ù f~å# <å P «̀‡ [x‡Oz#k.

h Hõ#∞Å ã¨O`åÑ¨OÖ’<Õ <å ã¨fiÑ¨flÖ’HõO "≥Ú Œ̂Å=Ù «̀∞Ok.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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In You The Earth

Little

rose,

roselet,

at times,

tiny and naked,

it seems

as though you would fit

in one of my hands,

as though I’ll clasp you like this

and carry you to my mouth,

but

suddenly

my feet touch your feet and my mouth your lips:

you have grown,

your shoulders rise like two hills,

your breasts wander over my breast,

my arm scarcely manages to encircle the thin

new-moon line of your waist:

in love you loosened yourself like sea water:

I can scarcely measure the sky’s most spacious eyes

and I lean down to your mouth to kiss the earth.

✧✧✧✧✧
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38. hÖ’ D <ÕÅ

zxfl QÆ∞ÖÏc,

|@<£ QÆ∞ÖÏa

XHÀ¯™êi,

z#flQÍ, #QÆflOQÍ,

XHÀ¯™êi JxÑ≤ã¨∞ÎOk

h=Ù ã¨iQÍ <å KÕ̀ «∞Ö’¡

Wq∞_ÕO «̀ L<åfl=x.

HÍx

JHõ™ê‡ «̀∞ÎQÍ ã¨Ê $t™êÎ~Ú

<å áê^•Å∞ h áê^•Å#∞, <å <À~°∞ h ÃÑ^•Å#∞,

h=Ù ÃÑ Œ̂Ì"≥·<å=Ù

h Éèí∞*ÏÅ∞ Ô~O_»∞ QÆ∞@ìÅ∞QÍ ~°∂á⁄Ok#q.

h =H∆À*ÏÅ∞ <å ~˘=Ú‡ÃÑ· `å~å_»∞ «̀∞#flq

<å KÕ̀ «∞Å∞ h K«O„ Œ̂=OHõ #_»∞=Ú#∞

K«∞>ËìO «̀QÍ ÃÑ#"Õã¨∞Î#flq.

„¿Ñ=∞Ö’ h=Ù ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù h~°∞ÖÏ = Œ̂∞Å=Ù «̀∞<åfl=Ù

<Õ#∞ PHÍâ◊Ñ¨Ù qâßÅ <Õ„`åÅ#∞ H˘Å=ÖË‰õΩ<åfl#∞.

h <À\˜ "ÕÑ¨Ù =Oy <ÕÅ#∞ =Ú^•Ì_»∞`å#∞.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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It’s Good To Feel You Are

Close To Me

It’s good to feel you are close to me in the night, love,

invisible in your sleep, intently nocturnal,

while I untangle my worries

as if they were twisted nets.

Withdrawn, your heart sails through dream,

but your body, relinquished so, breathes

seeking me without seeing me perfecting my dream

like a plant that seeds itself in the dark.

Rising, you will be that other, alive in the dawn,

but from the frontiers lost in the night,

from the presence and the absence where

we meet ourselves,

something remains, drawing us into the light of life

as if the sign of the shadows had sealed

its secret creatures with flame.

✧✧✧✧✧
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39. h=Ù <å‰õΩ Œ̂QÆæ~° J#∞HÀ=_»O
ZO`À K«Hȭ QÍ LO@∞Ok

~å„u h=Ù <å‰õΩ Œ̂QÆæ~° J#∞HÀ=_»O ZO`À K«Hȭ QÍ L#flk.

h x„ Œ̂Ö’ HÍ#~å=Ù, QÍ_è»OQÍ ~å„uq h=Ù.

<Õ#∞ <å PO^Àà◊#Å#∞ q_»nã¨∞Î<åfl#Ñ¨C_»∞,

Jq =ÅÅ z‰õΩ¯=Ú_»∞Å∞QÍ L#flÑ¨Ù_»∞,

=kÖËÜ«∞|_»QÍ, h Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞O ã¨fiÑ¨flO QÆ∞O_® Ñ¨Ü«∞xã¨∞ÎOk.

HÍx, h â◊s~°O, ã¨#ºã≤Oz#@∞¡, âßfiã≤ã¨∞ÎOk

<åHÀã¨O "≥̂ Œ∞‰õΩ «̀∂, ##∞fl K«∂_»‰õΩO_®<Õ, <å ã¨fiáêflxfl

Ñ¨iÑ¨Ó~°‚O KÕã¨∂Î, pHõ\˜Ö’ q «̀Î<åÅ∞ [ÖË¡ "≥ÚHȭ ÖÏ!

ÖË=QÍ<Õ, h=Ù =∞~˘Hõiq, ã¨O è̂•ºã¨=∞Ü«∞OÖ’ rqOz,

~å„u HÀÖ’Ê~Ú# ã¨iÇ¨Ï Œ̂∞ÌÅÖ’

=∞#O HõÅ∞ã¨∞‰õΩ#fl LO_ô, ÖË#@∞¡O_Õ „Ñ¨̂ ÕâßÅÖ’.

H˘O «̀ q∞QÆ∞Å∞ÎOk, =∞#efl rq «̀Ñ¨Ù "≥Å∞QÆ∞Ö’H˜ fã¨∞‰õΩáÈ «̀∞Ok.

U^À h_»Å =Ú„ Œ̂ ~°Ç¨Ïã¨ºr=ÙÅ#∞

*ÏfiÅ`À ã‘Å∞ "Õã≤O Œ̂x.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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La Reina (And Translation)

The Queen

I have named you queen.

There are taller than you, taller.

There are purer than you, purer.

There are lovelier than you, lovelier.

But you are the queen.

When you go through the streets

No one recognizes you.

No one sees your crystal crown, no one looks

At the carpet of red gold

That you tread as you pass,

The nonexistent carpet.

And when you appear

All the rivers sound

In my body, bells

Shake the sky,

And a hymn fills the world.

Only you and I,

Only you and I, my love,

Listen to me.

✧✧✧✧✧
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40. =∞Ç¨Ï~å}˜

=∞Ç¨Ï~å}©!

x#∞fl <Õ#∞ ~å}˜QÍ ¿Ñ~°∞ ÃÑ\Ïì#∞.

hHõ<åfl á⁄_»∞ÔQ·# "åà◊√¡<åfl~°∞, á⁄_»QÆ~°∞Å∞,

hHõ<åfl ã¨fiK«Ûù"≥∞ÿ# "åà◊√¡<åfl~°∞, ã¨fiK«Ûù K«i„ «̀∞Å∞.

hHõ<åfl JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# "åà◊√¡<åfl~°∞, JO Œ̂QÍà◊√¡,

HÍx h=Ù ~å}˜q.

h=Ù g è̂Œ∞Å "≥O@ "≥à◊√ÎO>Ë

Z=~°∂ QÆ∞~°∞Î Ñ¨@ì~°∞!

h ã¨Êù\˜Hõ H˜s\Ïxfl K«∂_»Ô~=~°∂,

h Z„~°|OQÍ~°∞ u"åpx QÆ=∞xOK«~°∞!

h=Ù JÖÏ #_»∞ã¨∞Î#flÑ¨Ù_»∞,

JHȭ _» ÖËx u"åpÃÑ·,

h=Ù HõxÑ≤Oz#Ñ¨C_»∞

# Œ̂∞Åhfl è̂Œfix™êÎ~Ú.

<å Õ̂Ç¨ÏOÖ’, QÆO@Å∞

PHÍâßxfl =}˜H˜™êÎ~Ú,

XHõ ™ÈÎ„ «̀O xOÑ¨Ù «̀∞Ok xOyx!

h=Ó <Õ#∂,

h=Ù <Õ#∂ =∂„ «̀"Õ∞, „Ñ≤Ü«∞ «̀=∂!

<å =∂@ q#∞!

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Leaning Into The Afternoons

Leaning into the afternoons I cast my sad nets

towards your oceanic eyes.

There in the highest blaze my solitude lengthens and flames,

its arms turning like a drowning man’s.

I send out red signals across your absent eyes

that smell like the sea or the beach by a lighthouse.

You keep only darkness, my distant female,

from your regard sometimes the coast of dread

emerges.

Leaning into the afternoons I fling my sad nets

to that sea that is thrashed by your oceanic eyes.

The birds of night peck at the first stars

that flash like my soul when I love you.

The night gallops on its shadowy mare

shedding blue tassels over the land.

✧✧✧✧✧
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41. =∞ è̂•ºÇ¨flÅÖ’H˜ P#∞‰õΩx

=∞ è̂•ºÇ¨flÅÖ’H˜ P#∞‰õΩx <Õ#∞ qã≤~å#∞,

<å qKå~°Ñ¨Ù =Å#∞, [Åkè Hõ#∞Å"ÕÑ¨Ù.

JHȭ _» P Z ≥̀ÎÂ# *ÏfiÅÖ’ <å XO@i «̀#O n~°…"≥∞ÿ =∞O_»∞ «̀∞#flk

^•x KÕ̀ «∞Å∞ =ÚxyáÈ «̀∞#fl "å_çKÕ̀ «∞ÖÏ¡ u~°∞QÆ∞ «̀∞#flq.

h HÍ#~åx Hõ#∞Å "ÕÑ¨Ù <Õ#∞ Z„~°\˜ ã¨OˆH`åÅ∞ Ñ¨OÑ¨Ù «̀∞<åfl#∞.

Jq ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂OÖÏ ÖËHõ f~å# L#fl cKü Ç¨Ï=ÙãπÖÏ "åã¨# "Õã¨∞Î#flq.

h=Ù pHõ\˜x =∂„ «̀"Õ∞ LOK«∞‰õΩ<åfl=Ù, <å ã¨∞ Œ̂∂~° „Ñ≤Ü«∞ «̀=∂,

h Q“~°=O #∞Oz XHÀ¯™êi cèHõ~° f~°O "≥Å∞=_»∞ÎOk.

=∞ è̂•ºÇ¨flÅ Ö’H˜ P#∞‰õΩx <Õ#∞ qã≤~å#∞ <å qKå~°Ñ¨Ù =Å#∞

h ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù Hõ#∞ÅÃÑ· F_çOK«|_ç# [Åkè"ÕÑ¨Ù.

~å„u Ñ¨‰õ∆ΩÅ∞ `˘e #Hõ∆„`åÅ#∞ á⁄_»∞ã¨∞Î<åfl~Ú,

Jq "≥∞~°∞ã¨∞Î<åfl~Ú x#∞fl „¿Ñq∞Oz#Ñ¨C_»∞ <å P «̀‡ÖÏ!

~å„u =_ç=_çQÍ ™êfis KÕã¨∞Î#flk «̀# h_» QÆ∞„~°O g∞ Œ̂,

<ÕÅ g∞ Œ̂ he t~À*ÏÅ#∞ ~åÅ∞ã¨∂Î!

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Leave Me A Place Underground

Leave me a place underground, a labyrinth,

where I can go, when I wish to turn,

without eyes, without touch,

in the void, to dumb stone,

or the finger of shadow.

I know that you cannot, no one, no thing

can deliver up that place, or that path,

but what can I do with my pitiful passions,

if they are no use, on the surface

of everyday life,

if I cannot look to survive,

except by dying, going beyond, entering

into the state, metallic and slumbering,

of primeval flame?

✧✧✧✧✧



131

42. Éèí∂QÆ~åƒù# <å‰õΩ =keÃÑ@∞ì
H˘O «̀ ã÷̈ÖÏxfl

Éèí∂QÆ~åƒù# =keÃÑ@∞ì <å‰õΩ H˘O «̀ ã÷̈ÖÏxfl, XHõ =∂oQÆ#∞,

<Õ#∞ "≥à◊¡_®xH˜, <Õ#∞ "≥à◊̂ •=∞#∞‰õΩ#flÑ¨Ù_»∞,

Hõà◊√¡ ÖË‰õΩO_®, ã¨Ê~°≈ ÖË‰õΩO_®,

â◊¥#ºOÖ’H˜, =¸QÆ tÅÖ’H˜,

ÖË̂ • h_» JOQÆ∞oÖ’H˜.

<å‰õΩ ≥̀Å∞ã¨∞ h=Ù ~åÖË=Ù, Z=~°∂ ~å~°∞, Un

P KÀ@∞‰õΩ ~å Œ̂∞, P ^•i "≥O|_ç ‰õÄ_®,

=∞i <Õ<ÕO KÕÜ«∞#∞ <å *ÏeQ˘e¿Ñ L Õ̂fiQÍÅ`À,

"å\˜ =Å# LÑ¨Ü≥∂QÆO ÖËHõáÈ Õ̀, ≥̂·#Ok#

rq «̀Ñ¨Ù LÑ¨i «̀ÅO g∞ Œ̂,

<Õ#∞ | «̀Hõ_®xH˜ K«∂ã¨∞HÀHõáÈ Õ̀

K«¿ãÎ «̀Ñ¨Ê, P=Å‰õΩ Œ̂∂~°OQÍ, P

Ö’Ç¨ÏÑ¨Ù x„^•ã≤÷u,

P J<åk *ÏfiÅÖÏ!

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Lost In The Forest

Lost in the forest, I broke off a dark twig

and lifted its whisper to my thirsty lips:

maybe it was the voice of the rain crying,

a cracked bell, or a torn heart.

Something from far off it seemed

deep and secret to me, hidden by the earth,

a shout muffled by huge autumns,

by the moist half-open darkness of the leaves.

Wakening from the dreaming forest there, the hazel-sprig

sang under my tongue, its drifting fragrance

climbed up through my conscious mind

as if suddenly the roots I had left behind

cried out to me, the land I had lost with my childhood—

and I stopped, wounded by the wandering scent.

✧✧✧✧✧
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43. J_»qÖ’ ^•i «̀Ñ¨Ê_»O

J_»qÖ’ ^•i «̀Ñ≤Ê, <Õ#∞ q~°QÆQ˘\Ïì<À #Å¡\˜ H˘=∞‡#∞.

^•x QÆ∞ã¨QÆ∞ã¨ <å ÃÑ^•Å‰õΩ q#Ñ¨_ÕÖÏ ÃÑ·H˜ Z`åÎ#∞.

Jk =~°¬O Œ̂∞ódã¨∞Î#fl ã¨fi~°O HÍ=K«∞Û,

<≥„Ô~Å∞ Ñ¨_ç# QÆO@ ÖË̂ • Ñ¨ye# Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞O HÍ=K«∞Û

Œ̂∂~°O #∞Oz JxÑ≤ã¨∞Î#flk,

xQÆ∂_è» ~°Ç¨Ïã¨ºOÖÏ, Éèí∂q∞`À ^•K«|_ç,

ÃÑ Œ̂Ì P‰õΩ~åÅ∞ HÍÖÏÅKÕ J}K«|_ç# ˆHHõÖÏ,

«̀_çz ã¨QÆO ≥̀~°∞K«∞‰õΩ#fl P‰õΩÅ pHõ\˜ÖÏ.

HõÅÅ∞ Hõ<Õ J~°}ºO #∞Oz "Õ∞Å∞‰õΩx, Ç¨*ˇÖò "≥ÚQÆæ

<å <åÅ∞Hõ H˜O Œ̂ áê_»∞ «̀∞#flk† ^•x "åºÑ≤OKÕ ã¨∞QÆO è̂ŒO

<å "Õ∞Å∞‰õΩ#fl =∞#ã¨∞ ^•fi~å T~°úfiQÍq∞ J=Ù «̀∞#flk.

U^À JHõ™ê‡ «̀∞ÎQÍ <å =¸ÖÏefl <Õ#∞ =ke#@∞¡

<å ÉÏÅºO`À áê@∞ <Õ#∞ HÀÖ’Ê~ÚOk, <å HÀã¨O J~°∞ã¨∞Î#flk.

<Õ#∞ PQÍ#∞, P ã¨OK«iã¨∞Î#fl ã¨∞QÆO è̂ŒO`À QÍÜ«∞Ñ¨_ç.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Love

What’s wrong with you, with us,

what’s happening to us?

Ah our love is a harsh cord

that binds us wounding us

and if we want

to leave our wound,

to separate,

it makes a new knot for us and condemns us

to drain our blood and burn together.

What’s wrong with you? I look at you

and I find nothing in you but two eyes

like all eyes, a mouth

lost among a thousand mouths that I have kissed, more

beautiful,

a body just like those that have slipped

beneath my body without leaving any memory.

And how empty you went through the world

like a wheat-colored jar

without air, without sound, without substance!

I vainly sought in you

depth for my arms

that dig, without cease, beneath the earth:

beneath your skin, beneath your eyes,

nothing,

beneath your double breast scarcely

raised

a current of crystalline order

that does not know why it flows singing.

Why, why, why,

my love, why?

✧✧✧✧✧
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44. „¿Ñ=∞

U"≥∞ÿOk h‰õΩ, =∞#‰õΩ,
U=∞=Ù «̀∞Ok =∞#‰õΩ?
PÇ¨, =∞# „¿Ñ=∞ QÆ\ì̃̀ å_≥·
=∞#efl Hõ\ì̃ QÍÜ«∞Ñ¨~°∞ã¨∞Î#flk,
=∞#O =∞# QÍÜ«∂xfl =ke"≥o¡,
q_çáÈ^•=∞#∞‰õΩ<åfl,
Jk =∞#‰õΩ H˘ «̀Î=Ú_ç "Õã¨∞Î#flk, Jk =∞# ~°HÍÎxfl
`À_ç"Õã¨∂Î Hõeã≤ HÍeáÈÜÕ∞ÖÏ tH∆̃OÑ¨|_»∞Î#flk

U"≥∞ÿOk h‰õΩ? <Õ#∞ x#∞fl K«∂ã¨∞Î<åfl#∞
hÖ’ <åˆHg∞ HõxÑ≤OK«_»O ÖË̂ Œ∞, h Ô~O_»∞ Hõà◊√¡ q∞#Ç¨,
Jxfl Hõ#∞ÅÖÏ<Õ, F <À~°∞,
<Õ#∞ =Ú^•Ì_ç# "Õ~Ú <Àà◊¡Ö’ =∂Ü«∞"≥∞ÿOk, KåÖÏ JO Œ̂OQÍ,
*ÏiáÈ~Ú# Õ̂Ç¨ÖÏ¡<Õ F Õ̂Ç¨ÏO,
<å â◊s~°O H˜O Œ̂ U *Ï˝Ñ¨HÍhfl = Œ̂Å‰õΩO_®.

ZO «̀ â◊¥#ºOQÍ h=Ù "≥o¡áÈÜ«∂=Ù D „Ñ¨Ñ¨OK«OÖ’Oz
QÀ è̂Œ∞=∞~°OQÆ∞ Ñ≤OQÍ}© *Ï_ôÖÏ,
QÍe ÖËHõ, â◊|ÌO ÖËHõ, Ñ¨̂ •~°úO ÖËHõ!
<Õ#∞ =º~°úOQÍ "≥kHÍ#∞ <Õ#∞,
«̀"Õfi <å KÕ̀ «∞Å Ö’ «̀∞Ö’,

PQÆ‰õΩO_®, <ÕÅ‰õΩ kQÆ∞=.
h K«~°‡O H˜O Œ̂, h Hõ#∞Å H˜O Œ̂,
Ug∞ÖË̂ Œ∞,
h Ô~O_»∞ ZQÆã≤# =H∆À*ÏÅ kQÆ∞=#
F ã¨Êù\˜Hõ „Ñ¨"åÇ¨ÏO
ZO Œ̂∞HõÖÏ áê_»∞ «̀∂ „Ñ¨=Ç≤Ïã¨∞Î#fl^À ≥̀eÜ«∞ Œ̂∞
ZO^Œ∞‰õΩ, ZO^Œ∞‰õΩ, ZO^Œ∞‰õΩ

<å „Ñ≤Ü«∞ «̀=∂, ZO Œ̂∞‰õΩ?

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Love, We’Re Going Home Now

Love, we’re going home now,

Where the vines clamber over the trellis:

Even before you, the summer will arrive,

On its honeysuckle feet, in your bedroom.

Our nomadic kisses wandered over all the world:

Armenia, dollop of disinterred honey:

Ceylon, green dove: and the YangTse with its old

Old patience, dividing the day from the night.

And now, dearest, we return, across the crackling sea

Like two blind birds to their wall,

To their nest in a distant spring:

Because love cannot always fly without resting,

Our lives return to the wall, to the rocks of the sea:

Our kisses head back home where they belong.

✧✧✧✧✧
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45. „¿Ñ=∂, =∞#O WO\˜H˜ "≥àÏÌq∞Ñ¨C_»∞

„¿Ñ=∂, =∞#O WO\˜H˜ "≥àÏÌq∞Ñ¨C_»∞,

Ñ¨Okà◊¡ g∞ Œ̂ fÔQÅ∞ QÍ_è»OQÍ JÅ∞¡‰õΩ#fl KÀ@∞‰õΩ,

hHõ<åfl =ÚO Õ̂, "Õã¨q =ã¨∞ÎO Œ̂Hȭ _»‰õΩ,

«̀# Ç¨Ïhã¨H˜Öò Ñ¨ÙëêÊÅ g∞ Œ̂, h Ñ¨_»HõQÆkÖ’H˜.

=∞# ã¨OKå~°=Ú Œ̂∞ÌÅ∞ „Ñ¨Ñ¨OKåxfl K«∞\ì̃=KåÛ~Ú.

Ps‡xÜ«∂, «̀qfi fã≤# Õ̀<≥ QÆ∞oHõ=Ù h=Ù

ã≤Ö’<£, Ç¨Ïi «̀ áê=Ù~°=∂, Ü«∂OQ∑\˜̊ ã¨Ç¨Ï#O,

"≥#Hõ\˜ ã¨Ç¨Ï#O, ~å„u #∞Oz Ñ¨QÆ\˜x "Õ~°∞ KÕã¨∂Î.

WÑ¨C_»∞, „Ñ≤Ü«∞ «̀=∂, =∞#O uiy =^•ÌO, Ñ¨QÆ∞Å∞Î#fl

ã¨=Ú„^•xfl ^•\˜, Ô~O_»∞ QÆ∞_ç¤ Ñ¨‰õ∆ΩÅ∞ QÀ_»g∞kH˜ =ã¨∞Î#fl@∞¡

F ã¨∞ Œ̂∂~° =ã¨O «̀OÖ’ «̀=∞ QÆ∂\˜H˜,

ZO Œ̂∞HõO>Ë „¿Ñ=∞ ZQÆ~°ÖË̂ Œ∞ q„âßOu fã¨∞HÀ‰õΩO_®,

=∞# rq`åÅ∞ QÀ_»‰õΩ uiy=™êÎ~Ú, ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù tÅÅ‰õΩ,

=∞# =Ú Œ̂∞ÌÅ∞ WO\˜H˜ =∞~°Å∞`å~Ú, "å\˜ ã¨fiO «̀ QÆ∂\˜H˜.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Lovely One

Lovely one,

Just as on the cool stone

Of the spring, the water

Opens a wide flash of foam,

So is the smile of your face,

Lovely one.

Lovely one,

With delicate hands and slender feet

Like a silver pony,

Walking, flower of the world,

Thus I see you,

Lovely one.

Lovely one,

With a nest of copper entangled

On your head, a nest

The coloUr of dark honey

Where my heart burns and rests,

Lovely one.

Lovely one,

Your eyes are too big for your face,

Your eyes are too big for the earth.

There are countries, there are rivers,

In your eyes,

My country is your eyes,
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46. JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ#^•<å!

h\˜ T@ Œ̂QÆæ~°

xâ◊ÛÅ"≥∞ÿ L#fl K«Å¡x ~åà◊¡ÖÏ,

h~°∞ q~°l=Ú‡ «̀∞#flk #∞~°QÆ "≥∞~°∞Ñ¨Ù#∞

JÖÏˆQ h = Œ̂#OÖ’x P z~°∞#=Ùfi

F JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

=∞$ Œ̂∞"≥·# KÕ̀ «∞Å∞ ã¨#flx áê^•Å`À

"≥O_çQÆ∞„~°OÖÏ

#_»∞ã¨∂Î, „Ñ¨Ñ¨OK« Ñ¨Ù+¨Ê=∂

JÖÏ x#∞fl K«∂™êÎ#∞

F JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

~åy fQÆÅ t~À*ÏÅ QÆ∂_»∞

h t~°ã¨∞ûÃÑ·

zHȭ \˜ Õ̀<≥~°OQÆ∞ QÆ∂_»∞

ZHȭ _≥·̀ Õ <å Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞O ~°QÆ∞Å∂Î q„âßOu fã¨∞‰õΩO@∞O^À

JHȭ _» F JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ#^•<å

h Hõ#∞Å∞ h =ÚMÏxH˜ HÍ"åeû# ^•xHõ<åfl ÃÑ Œ̂Ìq.

h Hõ#∞Å∞ D Éèí∂q∞H˜ KåÖÏ ÃÑ Œ̂Ìq

JHȭ _» Õ̂âßÅ∞, # Œ̂∞Å∞ L<åfl~Ú

h Hõ#∞ÅÖ’

✤ ✤
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I walk through them,

They light the world

Through which I walk,

Lovely one.

Lovely one,

Your breasts are like two loaves made

Of grainy earth and golden moon,

Lovely one.

Lovely one,

Your waist,

My arm shaped it like a river when

It flowed a thousand years through your sweet body,

Lovely one.

Lovely one,

There is nothing like your hips,

Perhaps earth has

In some hidden place

The curve and the fragrance of your body,

Perhaps in some place,

Lovely one.

Lovely one, my lovely one,

Your voice, your skin, your nails,

Lovely one, my lovely one,

Your being, your light, your shadow,

Lovely one,

All that is mine, lovely one,
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<å Õ̂â◊O h Hõà◊√¡

"å\˜Ö’ <Õ#∞ #_çz"≥àÏÎ#∞.

Jq „Ñ¨Ñ¨OKåxH˜ "≥Å∞QÆ∞x™êÎ~Ú.

P HÍOuÖ’ <Õ#∞ #_çz"≥àÏÎ#∞

F JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

JO^Œ"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å

h =H∆À*ÏÅ∞ <ÕÅ ˆ~}∞=ÙÅ∞, |OQÆ~°∞ K«O„ Œ̂∞_ç̀ À

HõeÑ≤ KÕÜ«∞|_ç# Ô~O_»∞ ~˘>ì̌=ÚHȭ Å∞

F JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

h #_»∞=Ú#∞

<å KÕ~Ú F #kQÍ ~°∂Ñ¨Ù =∂iÛOk

Jk "Õ~Ú ã¨O= «̀û~åÅ∞ h uÜ«∞º\˜ ̂ ÕÇ¨ÏOÖ’ „Ñ¨=Ç≤ÏOzOk

F JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

h Ñ≤~°∞ Œ̂∞Å ÖÏO\˜"Õg ÖË=Ù

|Ç¨ïâß Éèí∂q∞

F ~°Ç¨Ïã¨º „Ñ¨̂ Õâ◊OÖ’

h =OÑ¨Ù™⁄OÑ¨ÙÅ#∞ Ñ¨i=∞àÏÅ#∞ ^•z LO@∞Ok

WHȭ _Õ ZHȭ _À

F JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å! <å JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

h ã¨fi~°O, h K«~°‡O, h "Õà◊√¡

JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å, <å JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

h=Ù, h "≥Å∞QÆ∞, h h_»
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All that is mine, my dear,

When you walk or rest,

When you sing or sleep,

When you suffer or dream,

Always,

When you are near or far,

Always,

You are mine, my lovely one,

Always.

✧✧✧✧✧
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JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

JO`å <å Õ̂, JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

JO`å<å Õ̂ „Ñ≤Ü«∞"≥∞ÿ# z#^•<å!

h=Ù #_»∞ã¨∞Î<åfl, q„âßOu fã¨∞‰õΩ<åfl,

áê_»∞ «̀∞<åfl, x„ Œ̂áÈ «̀∞<åfl,

ÉÏ è̂ŒÑ¨_»∞Î<åfl, HõÅQÆO@∞<åfl,

ZÅ¡Ñ¨C_»∂

Œ̂QÆæ~°QÍ L<åfl, Œ̂∂~°OQÍ L<åfl

ZÅ¡Ñ¨C_»∂

h=Ù <å ^•xq, <å JO Œ̂"≥∞ÿ# ^•<å!

ZÑ¨Ê\˜H©!

✧✧✧✧✧



144

Luminous Mind, Bright Devil

Luminous mind, bright devil

of absolute clusterings, of upright noon—:

here we are at last, alone, without loneliness,

far from the savage city’s delirium.

Just as a pure line describes the dove’s curve,

as the fire honors and nourishes peace,

so you and I made this heavenly outcome.

The mind and love live naked in this house.

Furious dreams, rivers of bitter certainty,

decisions harder than the dreams of a hammer

flowed into the lovers’ double cup,

until those twins were lifted into balance

on the scale: the mind and love, like two wings.

—So this transparency was built.

✧✧✧✧✧
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47. „Ñ¨HÍtOKÕ =∞#ã¨∞, ≥̀e"≥·# _≥qÖò

F „Ñ¨HÍtOKÕ =∞#™ê, h=Ù ≥̀e"≥·# _≥qÖòq,

q∞@ì=∞ è̂•ºÇ¨ÏflÑ¨Ù Ñ¨ÓiÎ HÍOu QÆ∞KåÛùxq,

Hõhã¨O WHȭ _» XO@i «̀#O ÖË‰õΩO_® L<åflO.

~åHõ∆ã¨ #QÆ~°Ñ¨Ù L<å‡^•xH˜ ^Œ∂~°OQÍ =∞#O.

áê=Ù~°Ñ¨Ù =OÑ¨Ù#∞ ã¨fiK«Ûù"≥∞ÿ# ̂~Y =i‚Oz#@∞¡

Jyfl Q“~°qOz, âßOux áÈ+≤Oz#@∞¡

h=Ù <Õ#∞ Hõeã≤ D k=º Ñ¶̈e`åxfl ™êkèOKå=Ú

D WO\˜Ö’ x=ã≤™êÎ~Ú #QÆflOQÍ =∞#ã¨∂, „¿Ñ=∂!

P„QÆÇ≤ÏOKÕ ã¨fiáêflÅ∞, KÕ̂ Œ∞ QÆ=∂ºÅ # Œ̂∞Å∞

ã¨∞uÎ Hõ<Õ HõÅÅ Hõ<åfl Hõ+ì̈"≥∞ÿ# x~°‚Ü«∂Å∞

„Ñ¨=Ç≤Ï™êÎ~Ú „¿Ñq∞‰õΩÅ Ô~O_»∞ HõÅâßÅÖ’H˜.

«̀∂xHõ g∞ Œ̂ "åo¡̂ ŒÌih ã¨=∞OQÍ «̀∂KÕO «̀ =~°‰õÄ,

=∞#ã¨∞, „¿Ñ=∞, Ô~O_»∞ Ô~Hȭ Å∞...

-JÖÏ D áê~°̂ Œ~°≈Hõ̀ « xi‡OK«|_çOk.

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Lxxxiv From: Cien Sonetos De Amor

One time more, my love, the net of light extinguishes

work, wheels, flames, boredoms and farewells,

and we surrender the swaying wheat to night,

the wheat that noon stole from earth and light.

The moon alone in the midst of its clear page

sustains the pillars of Heaven’s Bay,

the room acquires the slowness of gold,

and your hands go here and there preparing night.

O love, O night. O cupola ringed by a river

of impenetrable water in the shadows of Heaven,

that raises and drowns its tempestuous orbs,

until we are only the one dark space

a glass into which fall celestial ashes,

one drop in the flow of a vast slow river

✧✧✧✧✧
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48. =∞~˘Hȭ ™êi, <å „¿Ñ=∂

=∞~˘Hȭ ™êi, <å „¿Ñ=∂, HÍOu=Å PiáÈ «̀∞Ok

Ñ¨x, K«„HÍÅ∞, *ÏfiÅÅ∞, qã¨∞QÆ∞, g_À¯à◊√¡,

=∞#O TˆQ QÀ è̂Œ∞=∞ á⁄ÖÏefl ~å„uH˜ =kÖË̂ •ÌO.

"≥Å∞QÆ∞ #∞Oz, <ÕÅ #∞Op =∞ è̂•ºÇ¨ÏflO ̂ ˘OyeOz# QÀ è̂Œ∞=∞Å#∂,

«̀# ã¨fiK«Ûù"≥∞ÿ# HÍy «̀O =∞ è̂Œº K«O„ Œ̂∞_˘Hȭ _»∞,

ã¨fi~°æÑ¨Ù JMÏ`åÅ ãÎ̈OÉèÏÅ#∞ Éèíi™êÎ_»∞,

QÆk ≥̀K«∞Û‰õΩO@∞Ok ã¨fi~°‚Ñ¨Ù <≥=∞‡k «̀<åxfl,

~å„ux «̀Ü«∂~°∞KÕã¨∂Î KÕ̀ «∞Å∞ J@∂~Ú@∂ u~°∞QÆ∞`å~Ú.

F „¿Ñ=∂, F ~å„f, #k`À =Å~¸HõiOK«|_ç# =ÅÜ«∞=∂!

ã¨fi~°æÑ¨Ù h_»ÅÖ’ ^•@ â◊HõºO HÍx [ÖÏefl

«̀∞á¶ê#∞ QÀàÏÖ’¡ ÃÑ·H˜ ÖËz =ÚxˆQ "å\˜x-

JÖÏ =∞#O, XˆH pHõ\˜ „Ñ¨̂ Õâ◊=∞ÜÕ∞ºO «̀ =~°‰õÄ

k=ºÖ’HõÑ¨Ù |∂_ç̂ Œ =∞# QÍ¡ã¨∞Ö’ Ñ¨_ÕO «̀ =~°‰õÄ

qâßÅ"≥∞ÿ, <≥=∞‡kQÍ „Ñ¨=Ç≤ÏOKÕ #kÖ’ Ñ¨_Õ F h\˜K«∞Hȭ ÖÏ!

✧✧✧✧✧

✤ ✤
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Magellanic Penguin

Neither clown nor child nor black

nor white but verticle

and a questioning innocence

dressed in night and snow:

The mother smiles at the sailor,

the fisherman at the astronaunt,

but the child child does not smile

when he looks at the bird child,

and from the disorderly ocean

the immaculate passenger

emerges in snowy mourning.

I was without doubt the child bird

there in the cold archipelagoes

when it looked at me with its eyes,

with its ancient ocean eyes:

it had neither arms nor wings

but hard little oars

on its sides:

it was as old as the salt;

the age of moving water,

and it looked at me from its age:

since then I know I do not exist;

I am a worm in the sand.
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49. =∞ÔQÖÏ¡xH± ÃÑOyfi<£

q Œ̂∂+¨‰õΩ_»∞, ÉÏÅ∞_»∞, ≥̀Å¡"å_»∞, #Å¡"å_»∞ HÍ Œ̂∞

x@ìxÅ∞=ÙQÍ „Ñ¨tflOKÕ J=∂Ü«∞Hõ̀ «fiO,

~å„u, =∞OK«∞ Œ̂∞ã¨∞ÎÅ∞ `˘_»∞‰õΩ¯#flk.

«̀e¡ <åq‰õΩ_çx K«∂ã≤ z~°∞#=Ùfi #=Ùfi «̀∞Ok,

*ÏÅi "Àº=∞QÍq∞x K«∂ã≤ #qfi#@∞¡,

HÍx, ÉÏÅ∞_»∞ #=fi_»∞,

Ñ¨H∆̃ tâ◊√=Ù#∞ K«∂¿ãÑ¨C_»∞†

QÆO Œ̂~°QÀà◊Ñ¨Ù ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂O Ö’Oz

=∞K«ÛÖËx „Ñ¨Ü«∂}©‰õΩ_»∞

=∞OK«∞ j «̀Å ã¨O`åÑ¨OÖ’ =ã¨∞Î#fl@∞¡.

<åÔH@∞=O\˜ ã¨Oâ◊Ü«∞=¸ ÖË̂ Œ∞ <Õ#∞ Ñ¨H∆̃ tâ◊√=Ù##_»OÖ’,

JHȭ _» j «̀Å nfiÑ¨ ã¨=¸Ç¨ÅÖ’,

Jk <å"ÕÑ¨Ù «̀# Hõà◊¡̀ À K«∂ã≤#Ñ¨Ù_»∞,

^•x J<åk ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù Hõà◊¡̀ À,

^•xH˜ KÕ̀ «∞Å∂ ÖË=Ù, Ô~Hȭ Å∂ ÖË=Ù.

L<åfl~Ú QÆ\ì̃ z#fl ≥̀_»∞¡, Ñ¨Hȭ Å<Õ,

Jk Å=}=∞O «̀ L#flk

HõkÖË h~°∞ ^•x =Ü«∞ã¨∞,

JÑ¨Ê\˜ #∞Oz <å‰õΩ ≥̀Å∞ã¨∞, <å‰õΩ LxH˜ ÖË̂ Œx,

<Õ<˘Hõ Ñ¨Ù~°∞QÆ∞#∞ Wã¨∞HõÖ’ uiˆQ ^•xx!

✤ ✤
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the reasons for my respect

remained in the sand:

the religious bird

did not need to fly,

did not need to sing,

and through its form was visible

its wild soul bled salt:

as if a vein from the bitter sea

had been broken.

Penguin, static traveler,

deliberate priest of the cold,

I salute your vertical salt

and envy your plumed pride.

✧✧✧✧✧
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<å Q“~°"åxH˜ «̀y# HÍ~°}ÏÅ∞

q∞ye L<åfl~Ú Wã¨∞HõÖ’,

=∞`«Ñ¨Ù Ñ¨H˜∆

ZQÆ~åeû# J=ã¨~°O ÖË̂ Œ∞.

áê_®eû# J=ã¨~°O ÖË̂ Œ∞.

^•x ~°∂Ñ¨OÖ’Oz HõxÑ≤ã¨∞ÎOk,

qK«ÛÅq_ç P «̀‡ Å=} ~°∞kè~åxfl „ã¨qOK«_»O.

KÕ̂ Œ∞ ã¨=Ú„ Œ̂Ñ¨Ù <åà◊"Õ∞^À

K«@∞‰õΩ¯# ≥̀y#@∞¡.

F ÃÑOyfi<£, xâ◊ÛÅ „Ñ¨Ü«∂}©‰õΩ_®,

j «̀Å „áêO «̀Ñ¨Ù „Ñ῭ ÕºHõ Ñ¨Ó*Ïs,

h T~°úfi Å=}ÏxH˜ Jaè"å Œ̂O KÕ™êÎ#∞,

h tdÑ≤OKè« ã¨Ç≤Ï «̀ QÆ~åfixH˜ Jã¨∂Ü«∞Ñ¨_»̀ å#∞.

✧✧✧✧✧
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Poetry

And it was at that age ... Poetry arrived

in search of me. I don’t know, I don’t know where

it came from, from winter or a river.

I don’t know how or when,

no they were not voices, they were not

words, nor silence,

but from a street I was summoned,

from the branches of night,

abruptly from the others,

among violent fires

or returning alone,

there I was without a face

and it touched me.

I did not know what to say, my mouth

had no way

with names,

my eyes were blind,

and something started in my soul,

fever or forgotten wings,

and I made my own way,

deciphering

that fire,

and I wrote the first faint line,

faint, without substance, pure

nonsense,
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50. Hõq «̀fiO

JÑ¨C_»∞ P =Ü«∞ã¨∞Ö’... =zÛOk Hõq «̀fiO,

##∞fl "≥̂ Œ∞‰õΩ¯O@∂, <å‰õΩ ≥̀eÜ«∞ Œ̂∞, <å‰õΩ ≥̀eÜ«∞ Œ̂∞

ZHȭ _ç #∞Oz =zÛO^À, j`åHÍÅO #∞OKå, #k #∞OKå!

ZÖÏ, ZÑ¨C_»∞ =zÛO^À <å‰õΩ ≥̀b Œ̂∞,

HÍ Œ̂∞, Jq ã¨fi~åÅ∞ HÍ Œ̂∞, Jq HÍ Œ̂∞

Ñ¨̂ •Å∞, HÍ Œ̂∞ xâ◊≈|ÌO,

HÍx XHõ gkèÖ’Oz <Õ#∞ Ñ≤Å∞=|_ç<å#∞,

~å„u âßYÅÖ’Oz,

W «̀~°∞Å #∞Oz K«@∞‰õΩ¯#,

Ç≤ÏO™êQÆ∞flÅÖ’, ÖËHõ

XO@iQÍ uiy=ã¨∂Î

JHȭ _» =ÚYO ÖËx ##∞fl

Jk ã¨Ê $tOzOk.

<åˆHO K≥áêÊÖ’ ≥̀b Œ̂∞, <å <À~°∞,

^•xH˜ ¿Ñ~°¡ ^•i ≥̀eÜ«∞ Œ̂∞,

<å Hõà◊√¡ QÆ∞_ç¤q,

HÍx <å P «̀‡Ö’ U^À "≥Ú Œ̂Å~ÚºOk,

[fi~°"≥∂, =∞~°záÈ~Ú# Ô~Hȭ Ö’,

<å ^•ix <Õ#∞ xi‡OK«∞‰õΩ<åfl#∞,

Jyflx q_»=∞~°∞ã¨∂Î

„"å™ê#∞ "≥Ú Œ̂@ Hõh HõxÑ≤OK«x "åHÍºxfl.

=∞ã¨HõQÍ, ÃÑ Œ̂Ì Ñ¨̂ •~°÷"Õ∞g∞ ÖË̂ Œ∞,

J~°÷O Ñ¨~°÷O ÖËxk,

✤ ✤
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pure wisdom

of someone who knows nothing,

and suddenly I saw

the heavens

unfastened

and open,

planets,

palpitating plantations,

shadow perforated,

riddled

with arrows, fire and flowers,

the winding night, the universe.

And I, infinitesimal being,

drunk with the great starry

void,

likeness, image of

mystery,

felt myself a pure part

of the abyss,

I wheeled with the stars,

my heart broke loose on the wind.

✧✧✧✧✧
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Z=i^À ã¨fiK«Ûù"≥∞ÿ# q*Ï˝#O,

Ug∞ ≥̀eÜ«∞x "å_çk.

JÑ¨C_»∞ K«@∞‰õΩ¯# K«∂™ê#∞ <Õ#∞

k=ºÖ’HÍÅ∞ = Œ̂∞Ö·̌,

«̀Å∞Ñ¨ÙÅ∞ ≥̀~°∞K«∞‰õΩ#fl@∞¡,

„QÆÇ¨Å∞,

ã¨ÊOkOKÕ J~°}ÏºÅ∞,

~°O„ è̂•Å∞ á⁄_»=|_ç# h_»Å∞,

á⁄_çz# ÉÏ}ÏÅ∞, Jyfl*ÏfiÅÅ∞, Ñ¨ÓÅ∞,

=ÚQÆ∞ã¨∞Î#fl ~å„ «̀∞Å∞, qâ◊fi~°∂Ñ¨O.

<Õ#∞

J#O`åxfl

Q˘Ñ¨Ê #Hõ∆„ «̀ â◊¥#ºOÖ’H˜

`åQÍ#∞.

áÈeHõ, =∂i‡Hõ̀ «.

z„ «̀O!

P JYO_» JQÍ è̂ŒOÖ’

<Õ<˘Hõ ã¨fiK«Ûù"≥∞ÿ# ÉèÏQÍ#flÜ«∂º#∞.

`å~°Å`À Hõeã≤ Ñ¨Ü«∞xã¨∂Î

<å Ç¨Ï$ Œ̂Ü«∞O QÍeÖ’H˜ ZyiOk ¿ãfiK«ÛùQÍ!

✧✧✧✧✧
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I. Poetry (Telugu)
1. Alchemy
2. Vaana Mabbula Kanthi Khadgam
3. Tea Kappulo Toofan
4. Tangeti Junnu
5. Karakatakam (Cancer)
6. Oka Sarassu – Aneka Hamsalu (Psychiatry)
7. Marana Saasanam
8. Sri Lalitha Sahasranama Stotram
9. Kuyyo – Morro Satakam
10. Bhairava Satakam

II. Poetry (English)
11. Shades
12. The Twilight Zone
13. My Poem is My Birth Certificate
14. The Pendulum Clock, The Gramophone,

The Typewriter and The Pen
15. The Vigilance Whistle!
16. How to Cook a Delicious Poem
17. Windows and Apples
18. The Guerdon of Poesy
19. The Haste Land
20. Bees Need No Invitation When Flowers Bloom...
21. The Poet that launched a thousand poems
22. Walking with My Moon
23. Reflections

Dr. LANKA SIVA RAMA PRASAD
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III. Stories, Novels, Essays… (Telugu
24. Katti Anchupai (Noir Stories)
25. Chupke – Chupke (Woman diseases)
26. Akshararchana
27. Deepa Nirvana Gandham (Death)
28. Swapna Sastram (Dreams-1)
29. Kalalu-Peeda Kalalu (Dreams-2)
30. Satyanveshanalo (Novel)
31. Sankya Sastram (Numerology)
32. Dr. Jayadev Cartoons (Cartoons)
33. Kathalu – kavitalu
34. Genome (Biotechnology Novel)

IV Stories, Novels, Essays (English)
35. In Search of Truth (Novel)
36. How to be happy (Philosophy)
37. Bouquet of Telugu Songs and Poems

V Translations (English to Telugu)
38. Iliad (Homer)
39. Odyssey (Homer)
40. Epic Cycle (Homer)
41. Three Greek Tragedies
42. The Poems of Sappho
43. Aeneid (Virgil)
44. Pilgrim’s Progress (John Bunyan)
45. Paradise Lost (John Milton)
46. Paradise Regained (John Milton)
47. Divine Comedy (Dante)
48. Faust (Goethe)
49. World Famous Stories
50. Namdeo Dhasal Poetry
51. William Blake Poetry
52. Emily Dickinson Poetry – Part I
53. Emily Dickinson Poetry – Part II
54. Emily Dickinson Poetry – Part III
55. Emily Dickinson Poetry – Part IV
56. Emily Dickinson Poetry – Part V
57. Russian Poetry
58. Jalapatam (Eighteen English Poets)
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59. Dabbu Manishi (Money Poetry)
60. Santi Yuddham (War-Peace)
61. Christu Adbhuta Geethalu
62. The Path of Christ
63. Silappadikaram
64. Manimekhala
65. Sangam Poetry
66. Conference of Birds (Attar)
67. Masnavi - Part 1
68. Masnavi - Part 2
69. Masnavi - Part 3
70. Masnavi - Part 4
71. Masnavi - Part 5
72. Masnavi - Part 6
73. Madhusala (Edward Fitzgerald)
74. Sougandhika (Master Poems in English-1)
75. Toorpu Padamara (Master Poems in English-2)
76. Prema Kurisina Velalo… (Master Poems in English-3)
77. Vallu Mugguru (Master Poems in English-4)
78. Alanati Kothagali (Master Poems in English-5)
79. Manchu Toofan (Master Poems in English-6)
80. Endaa – Vaana (Master Poems in English-7)
81. Pillanagrovi Pipupu (Master Poems in English-8)
82. Naalugu Dikkulu (Master Poems in English-9)
83. Allanta Doorana Aa Paata Vinavacche (Master Poems in English-10)
84. Divya Vastrala Kosam (Master Poems in English-11)
85. Oka Madhusala (Master Poems in English-12)
86. The Axion Esti (Odysseus Elytis)
87. Love & Death (Frederico Garcio Lorca)
88. Ten Thousand Lines (Edwin Cordevilla)
89. Century of Love (Roula Pollard)
90. Pablo Neruda Poetry
91. Mexican Poetry
92. Inanna (Queen of Heaven and Earth)
93. Sataroopa (A.K. Khanna)
94. Aamani (Master Poems in English-13)
95. Kotha Deepalu (Master Poems in English-14)

VI Translations (From Telugu, Hindi to English)
96. Bhagavatam (Potana)
97. Soundarya Lahari (Sankaracharya)



159

98. Modern Bhagavadgita
99. Samparayam (Suprasanna)
100. The Tree of Fire (Anumandla Bhoomaiah)
101. The Poems of Kuppam (Seeta Ram)
102. We Need a Language (T.W. Sudhakar)
103. The Broken Grammer (T.W. Sudhakar)
104. The Voice of Telangana (Madiraju Ranga Rao)
105. Fire and Ice (Rama Chandramouli)
106. The Tears of Bliss
107. This is no Streaking (Stories – K.K. Menon)
108. The Pool of Blood (Novel – Ampasayya Naveen)
109. Madhusala (Harivamsa Roy Bacchan)

New ones- to be released
110. Journey to Manasa Sarovar (English poetry)
111. Inanna (The queen of Earth and Heavens)
112. Smooth Hands- Sosonjan A. Khan- (Bilingual)
113. Dancing Winds- Maria Miraglia (Bilingual)
114. Moments- Alicja Kubreska (Bilingual)
115. Tayouan Pai Pai- Yaw-Chin Fang(Bilingual)
116. The World of Extinct Lamps- Izabela Zubko (Tri lingual)
117. Pearls of Wisdom- Pramila Khadun- (Bilingual)
118. The Wind my lover- Ade C. Manila-(Bilingual)
119. The Mystic  Mariner- Madan Gandhi (Bilingual)
120. The Casket of Vermilion (English Poetry)
121. The Collected poems of Dr. LSR Prasad and many more...






